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study of the strategic suprise in 1973Von M. MeyerHerausragend recherchierte und sehr gut lesbare Studie ber die 
Vorgng vor dem Yom-Kippur Krieg 1973.Nach einer Darstellung der Ausgangslage der Konfliktparteien (Syrien, 
gypten und Israel) geht der Autor sehr detailliert auf die eingehenden Lageinformationen fr Israel ein. Dabei zeigt er 
wie entscheidende Akteure der militrischen und politischen Fhrungselite Israels die Informationen bewerten und 
welche Folgerungen sich daraus ergeben.Die feste berzeugung des Kopfes des militrischen Nachrichtendienstes 
Israels, dass gypten keinen Krieg beginnen wird fhrt zu groupthink" und Kognitiven Dissonanzen in seinem Dienst. 
Die Studie zeigt, welche Gefahren hinter diesen Phnomenen stehen und wie schnell strategische Entscheidungen bei 
falscher Beratung in einer Katastrophe enden knnen.Gut ist, dass der Autor konsequent bei der Betrachtung der 
Nachrichtenlage und der Auswertung dieser bleibt. Der eigentliche Verlauf des Krieges wird nur am Rande gestreift 
und ist nicht im Zentrum der Betrachtung.Sehr empfehlenswert fr alle, die an der Auswertung von 
nachrichtendienstlichen Erkenntnissen und an Prozessen von groupthink" in Organisation interessiert sind.

KurzbeschreibungExamines how Israel was caught by surprise in the opening stages of the 1973 Yom Kippur 
War.Based on many formerly undisclosed intelligence and military documents, the secret protocols of discussions on 
the eve of the war, and interviews with relevant figures, The Watchman Fell Asleep is a compelling account of Israels 
intelligence failure before the 1973 Arab attack known as the Yom Kippur War. The Hebrew version of this book was 
awarded the Tshetshik Prize for Strategic Studies on Israels Security in 2001, and the Israeli Political Science 
Associations Best Book Award in 2002. Available here in English for the first time, Uri Bar-Joseph has crafted an 
authoritative explanation of the most traumatic event in Israels stormy history and one of the biggest strategic military 
surprises of the twentieth century.Uri Bar-Joseph is Professor of International Relations at Haifa University. He is the 
author of Intelligence Intervention in the Politics of Democratic States: The United States, Israel, and Britain and The 
Best of Enemies: Israel and Transjordan in the War of 1948.Pressestimmen"Despite the plethora of both academic and 
journalistic works about the sources of surprise in October 1973, this book is by far the most impressive--providing a 
broad complex of hitherto unpublished documents that help portray a novel picture of both the dynamics and the 
operational code of Israel's military intelligence during the weeks and months preceding the war, and of the cognitive 
maps of its leadership. The combination of the unusually rich empirical data and the very clear, coherent, and concise 
theoretical framework makes this book highly readable."KurzbeschreibungExamines how Israel was caught by 
surprise in the opening stages of the 1973 Yom Kippur War.Based on many formerly undisclosed intelligence and 
military documents, the secret protocols of discussions on the eve of the war, and interviews with relevant figures, The 
Watchman Fell Asleep is a compelling account of Israels intelligence failure before the 1973 Arab attack known as the 
Yom Kippur War. The Hebrew version of this book was awarded the Tshetshik Prize for Strategic Studies on Israels 
Security in 2001, and the Israeli Political Science Associations Best Book Award in 2002. Available here in English 
for the first time, Uri Bar-Joseph has crafted an authoritative explanation of the most traumatic event in Israels stormy 
history and one of the biggest strategic military surprises of the twentieth century.Uri Bar-Joseph is Professor of 
International Relations at Haifa University. He is the author of Intelligence Intervention in the Politics of Democratic 
States: The United States, Israel, and Britain and The Best of Enemies: Israel and Transjordan in the War of 1948. 


