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Von Andrew E. Hunt : The Turning: A History of Vietnam Veterans Against the War  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Turning: A History of Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A vital 
historic reading assignment for the American PeopleVon Ein KundeThis remarkable account takes the American 
people inside the framework of one of the most spiritual and politically cutting-edge organizations founded within 
American boundaries during the entire Cold War, the Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW). "The Turning" by 
Andrew E. Hunt is a must-read for all serious students of the Vietnam War contemplating its profound effect on both 
American culture and the very veterans who were ordered to "pay any price and bear any burden" for the mistaken 
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political and military policies of their nation's involvement in the Southeast Asian conflict. The book's account of the 
various veterans--from Bobby Muller, John Kerry, Barry Romo, Bill Ehrhart, just to name a few-- who so 
courageously faced down the entire nation by witnessing in repeated public demonstrations what was REALLY 
GOING ON in the war, is a stunning reminder to all Americans and the World that for democracy to last, it must have 
a strong, clear, core collective conscience. No other organization so poignantly and forcefully challenged U.S. policy 
in Indochina as did the Vietnam Veterans Against the War. Even today, all history texts pertaining to this period touch 
the subject of VVAW's presence as the cutting edge of the American anti-war movement, and indeed, of our national 
conscience at the time. It is not surprising to me that the veterans of VVAW, such as Mr. Bobby (USMC lst Lt. 1968-
69), also launched the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) in 1979, which fought for the rights of the veterans of that 
conflict against an embarrassingly silent American government. Mr. Muller went on in his life to also found the 
Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation (VVAF) in 1980 which dealt with the issues of war and its consequences. 
This remarkable veteran organized the first visit of VVA vets back to Hanoi during Christmas in 1981 and, in doing 
so, launched the entire process of reconciliation between veterans' groups and the governments of both America and 
Vietnam which culminated in the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two nations in July of 1995. While 
following this most courageous path of peace, VVAF--under Mr. Muller's leadership-- initiated rehabilitation and 
humanitarian clinics in both Vietnam and Cambodia in the early 90's, assisting the thousands of forgotten, innocent 
landmine victims suffering throughout Indochina. This effort lead to Mr. Muller's conception of the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) in 1991 which received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1997 and became a legally-
binding international treaty in March of 1999. The core qualities of seeking justice and witnessing truth inherent in 
VVAW's spiritual influence on the veterans who belonged to it in the 60's, 70's and up to the present, can be evidenced 
today in the continued remarkable achievements of those vets like Mr. Bobby Muller. By understanding the 
organization VVAW--its orgins and evolution-- the reader will learn to appreciate how men,-- under heavy fire of both 
war and protest of war--, have carried within their souls the spark to enlighten and change the world and humanity for 
the better. Anyone with a conscience should read this book and be challenged by the information it contains. Thank 
you, Mr. Hunt, for taking the time to compile this vital history of a unique organization which helped the conscience 
of this nation turn towards sorely-needed enlightment.

KurzbeschreibungThe anti-Vietnam War movement in the United States is perhaps best remembered for its young, 
counterculture student protesters. However, the Vietnam War was the first conflict in American history in which a 
substantial number of military personnel actively protested the war while it was in progress. In The Turning, Andrew 
Hunt reclaims the history of the Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW), an organization that transformed the 
antiwar movement by placing Vietnam veterans in the forefront of the nationwide struggle to end the war. 
Misunderstood by both authorities and radicals alike, VVAW members were mostly young men who had served in 
Vietnam and returned profoundly disillusioned with the rationale for the war and with American conduct in Southeast 
Asia. Angry, impassioned, and uncompromisingly militant, the VVAW that Hunt chronicles in this first history of the 
organization posed a formidable threat to America's Vietnam policy and further contributed to the sense that the nation 
was under siege from within. Based on extensive interviews and in-depth primary research, including recently 
declassified government files, The Turning is a vivid history of the men who risked censures, stigma, even 
imprisonment for a cause they believed to be "an extended tour of duty."Pressestimmen("Explodes one of the most 
persistent and pernicious myths attached to the 1960s: that the anti-war movement was anti-GI and anti-veteran. How 
could that be, when, as Hunt shows, many of the most committed and eloquent opponents of the Vietnam war were 
themselves veterans of the conflict in Southeast Asia. The Vietnam Veterans Against the War were heroes then, and 
they deserve to be remembered as heroes today.")-(Maurice Isserman), (Hamilton College)("For all kinds of veterans 
of the Sixties era, this book offers powerful testimony on the meaning of patriotism and moral courage. For younger 
people, whose images of the Sixties are often caught in the caricatures of the mass media, Hunt's sophisticated account 
of veterans' anti-war protest evoke new understanding, and I think, hard questions about a difficult time.")-(David 
Farber), (author of "The Age of Great Dreams")("A splendid addition to the growing literature on Vietnam veterans 
and their experiences during and after the war. Hunt's complex and moving history is a vital corrective to accounts 
which equate the anti-war movement with student activists as well as to those who persist in seeing veterans as passive 
victims.")-(Marilyn B. Young), (author of "The Vietnam Wars")("This extraordinary and deeply moving history 
explodes all the encrusted stereotypes of GIs on one side of the barricades and anti-war protestors on the other. At long 
last we can again hear the voices of the thousands of courageous veterans who refused to be silent about the immoral 
war in Indochina.")-(Mike Davis), (author of "City of Quartz")("What a splendid job! This evocative book tells the 
impassioned story of young men who served, returned, and then mustered even more courage by standing up against 
their country often while being called baby killers' by antiwar radicals and 'cowards' by the World War II generation. 
A superb history, and a valuable addition to understanding the turbulent 1960s era.")-(Terry H. Anderson), 



()"Explodes one of the most persistent and pernicious myths attached to the 1960s: that the anti-war movement was 
anti-GI and anti-veteran. How could that be, when, as Hunt shows, many of the most committed and eloquent 
opponents of the Vietnam war were themselves veterans of the conflict in Southeast Asia. The Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War were heroes then, and they deserve to be remembered as heroes today."-Maurice Isserman, Hamilton 
College"A splendid addition to the growing literature on Vietnam veterans and their experiences during and after the 
war. Hunt's complex and moving history is a vital corrective to accounts which equate the anti-war movement with 
student activists as well as to those who persist in seeing veterans as passive victims."-Marilyn B. Young, author of 
"The Vietnam Wars""This extraordinary and deeply moving history explodes all the encrusted stereotypes of GIs on 
one side of the barricades and anti-war protestors on the other. At long last we can again hear the voices of the 
thousands of courageous veterans who refused to be silent about the immoral war in Indochina."-Mike Davis, author 
of "City of Quartz""For all kinds of veterans of the Sixties era, this book offers powerful testimony on the meaning of 
patriotism and moral courage. For younger people, whose images of the Sixties are often caught in the caricatures of 
the mass media, Hunt's sophisticated account of veterans' anti-war protest evoke new understanding, and I think, hard 
questions about a difficult time."-David Farber, author of "The Age of Great Dreams""What a splendid job! This 
evocative book tells the impassioned story of young men who served, returned, and then mustered even more courage 
by standing up against their country often while being called baby killers' by antiwar radicals and 'cowards' by the 
World War II generation. A superb history, and a valuable addition to understanding the turbulent 1960s era."-Terry 
H. Anderson,"What a splendid job! This evocative book tells the impassioned story of young men who served, 
returned, and then mustered even more courage by standing up against their country often while being called baby 
killers' by antiwar radicals and 'cowards' by the World War II generation. A superb history, and a valuable addition to 
understanding the turbulent 1960s era."-Terry H. Anderson"For all kinds of veterans of the Sixties era, this book offers 
powerful testimony on the meaning of patriotism and moral courage. For younger people, whose images of the Sixties 
are often caught in the caricatures of the mass media, Hunt's sophisticated account of veterans' anti-war protest evoke 
new understanding, and I think, hard questions about a difficult time."-David Farber, author of The Age of Great 
Dreams"Explodes one of the most persistent and pernicious myths attached to the 1960s: that the anti-war movement 
was anti-GI and anti-veteran. How could that be, when, as Hunt shows, many of the most committed and eloquent 
opponents of the Vietnam war were themselves veterans of the conflict in Southeast Asia. The Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War were heroes then, and they deserve to be remembered as heroes today."-Maurice Isserman, Hamilton 
College"This extraordinary and deeply moving history explodes all the encrusted stereotypes of GIs on one side of the 
barricades and anti-war protestors on the other. At long last we can again hear the voices of the thousands of 
courageous veterans who refused to be silent about the immoral war in Indochina."-Mike Davis, author of City of 
Quartz"What a splendid job! This evocative book tells the impassioned story of young men who served, returned, and 
then mustered even more courage by standing up against their country often while being called baby killers' by antiwar 
radicals and 'cowards' by the World War II generation. A superb history, and a valuable addition to understanding the 
turbulent 1960s era."-Terry H. Anderson"A splendid addition to the growing literature on Vietnam veterans and their 
experiences during and after the war. Hunt's complex and moving history is a vital corrective to accounts which equate 
the anti-war movement with student activists as well as to those who persist in seeing veterans as passive victims."-
Marilyn B. Young, author of The Vietnam Wars-For all kinds of veterans of the Sixties era, this book offers powerful 
testimony on the meaning of patriotism and moral courage. For younger people, whose images of the Sixties are often 
caught in the caricatures of the mass media, Hunt's sophisticated account of veterans' anti-war protest evoke new 
understanding, and I think, hard questions about a difficult time.--David Farber, author of The Age of Great Dreams-
Explodes one of the most persistent and pernicious myths attached to the 1960s: that the anti-war movement was anti-
GI and anti-veteran. How could that be, when, as Hunt shows, many of the most committed and eloquent opponents of 
the Vietnam war were themselves veterans of the conflict in Southeast Asia. The Vietnam Veterans Against the War 
were heroes then, and they deserve to be remembered as heroes today.--Maurice Isserman, Hamilton College-This 
extraordinary and deeply moving history explodes all the encrusted stereotypes of GIs on one side of the barricades 
and anti-war protestors on the other. At long last we can again hear the voices of the thousands of courageous veterans 
who refused to be silent about the immoral war in Indochina.--Mike Davis, author of City of Quartz-What a splendid 
job! This evocative book tells the impassioned story of young men who served, returned, and then mustered even more 
courage by standing up against their country often while being called baby killers' by antiwar radicals and 'cowards' by 
the World War II generation. A superb history, and a valuable addition to understanding the turbulent 1960s era.--
Terry H. Anderson-A splendid addition to the growing literature on Vietnam veterans and their experiences during and 
after the war. Hunt's complex and moving history is a vital corrective to accounts which equate the anti-war movement 
with student activists as well as to those who persist in seeing veterans as passive victims.--Marilyn B. Young, author 
of The Vietnam WarsKurzbeschreibungThe anti-Vietnam War movement in the United States is perhaps best 
remembered for its young, counterculture student protesters. However, the Vietnam War was the first conflict in 
American history in which a substantial number of military personnel actively protested the war while it was in 
progress. In The Turning, Andrew Hunt reclaims the history of the Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW), an 



organization that transformed the antiwar movement by placing Vietnam veterans in the forefront of the nationwide 
struggle to end the war. Misunderstood by both authorities and radicals alike, VVAW members were mostly young 
men who had served in Vietnam and returned profoundly disillusioned with the rationale for the war and with 
American conduct in Southeast Asia. Angry, impassioned, and uncompromisingly militant, the VVAW that Hunt 
chronicles in this first history of the organization posed a formidable threat to America's Vietnam policy and further 
contributed to the sense that the nation was under siege from within. Based on extensive interviews and in-depth 
primary research, including recently declassified government files, The Turning is a vivid history of the men who 
risked censures, stigma, even imprisonment for a cause they believed to be "an extended tour of duty." 


