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Von William Appleman Williams: The Tragedy of American Diplomacy (50th Anniversary Edition) before

purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Tragedy of American
Diplomacy (50th Anniversary Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Revisionist TrailblazerVon Tyson D. RahmeierThe term "revisionist historian” has come lately to describe one who
conforms to an ideology of "politically correctness'. William Appleman Williams, however, embodies the true


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B007HXKYMW

definition of arevisionist: one who examines the evidence from a new angle and breaks with the traditional
interpretations. "The Tragedy of American Diplomacy" is such atext. Beginning with the Spanish-American War of
1898, Williams presents the United States as a tough and, at times, ruthless aggrandizer of its economic power and
expansion. The traditional teaching of US history involves emphasis on American isolationist tendencies and stress on
the nonexistence of an "American Empire." Williams challenges that presentation. While acknowledging that the US
has never really had an empire on the model of the British or French empires, Williams argues that the US empire has
always been economical. The Open Door Policy, generally associated with US-Chinese relations, actually formed a
larger US economic philosophy adhered to in US relations everywhere. The American opposition and responses to
Fidel Castro'srevolution in Cuba (the culminating event in the book) stemmed largely from the loss of economic
privileges, rather than the nebulous ideology of anti-Communism. Williams provocative analysis goes along way
toward altering traditional portrayals of US foreign policy and its goals, and inspired the careers of awhole generation
of truly revisionist historians.

KurzbeschreibungA brilliant book on foreign affairs.Adolf A. Berle Jr., New York Times Book Thisincisive
interpretation of American foreign policy ranks as a classic in American thought. First published in 1959, the book
offered an analysis of the wellsprings of American foreign policy that shed light on the tensions of the Cold War and
the deeper impul ses leading to the American intervention in Vietnam. William Appleman Williams brilliantly explores
the ways in which ideology and political economy intertwined over time to propel American expansion and empirein
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The powerful relevance of Williamss interpretation to world politics has only
been strengthened by recent eventsin Central Asiaand the Persian Gulf. Williams alows us to see that the interests
and beliefs that once sent American troops into Texas and California, or Latin America and East Asia, also propelled
American forces into Irag.PressestimmenT he influence of Williams's The Tragedy of American Diplomacy . . . is
beyond challege. Aniconoclastic attack upon conventional wisdom, it is equally important because it framed
arguments about its subject. . . . No comprehensive scheme, no broad generalizations, and few but the narrowest
studies of episodesin American foreign relations will be written, if they are to shine, without an awareness of and an
accommaodation to [this book]. --Bradford Perkins, University of Michigan, in Redefining the Past: Essaysin
Diplomatic History in Honor of William Appleman WilliamsKurzbeschreibungA brilliant book on foreign

affairs. Adolf A. Berle Jr., New York Times Book Thisincisive interpretation of American foreign policy ranks as a
classic in American thought. First published in 1959, the book offered an analysis of the wellsprings of American
foreign policy that shed light on the tensions of the Cold War and the deeper impulses leading to the American
intervention in Vietnam. William Appleman Williams brilliantly explores the ways in which ideology and political
economy intertwined over time to propel American expansion and empire in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
The powerful relevance of Williamss interpretation to world politics has only been strengthened by recent eventsin
Central Asiaand the Persian Gulf. Williams allows us to see that the interests and beliefs that once sent American
troopsinto Texas and California, or Latin Americaand East Asia, also propelled American forcesinto Iraqg.



