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Von Geoffrey Parker : The Thirty Years War before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Thirty Years War:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Good
Introduction to Complex TopicVon R. AlbinThis book is a concise introduction to the Thirty Y ears War. It iswritten
primarily by Geoffrey Parker, though he recruited expert colleagues to assist on some chapters. Parker is a careful


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000PUBBPS

editor, as the book has a uniform style and reads like a single author text. | suspect its target audience is advanced
undergraduates, and grad students and scholars specializing in other areas seeking an entry into the extensive literature
on the Thirty Years War. It is not acomprehensive and detailed narrative history. Military history aficionados, in
particular, will be disappointed because there is little coverage of campaigns and battles. Thereis, however, anice
chapter analyzing the nature of warfare during the Thirty Y ears War. The book is devoted primarly to political history,
diplomatic history, and the structural effects of the Thirty Y ears War on the European State System and the
organization of individual states. These topics are addressed very well. Of particular interest to the authorsisthe
guestion of why the Thirty Y ears War lasted so long. Wars were very common in Early Modern Europe both before
and after this conflict but usually of shorter duration. The answer(s) appear to be a combination of factors including
changesin military technology, the organizational immaturity of states that precluded decisive victory, the religous
dimension of the war, and unwillingness of key actors to compromise. Often presented as a pointless and exhausting
conflict, the Thirty Years War did produce lasting effects; for example, the Austrian Hapsburgs would never again try
to impose hegemony on Germany. In exchange, however, their grip on the core lands of Austria, Bohemia, and
Hungary tightened. The alliance between the Austrian and Spanish Hapsburgs was severed and France emerged as the
preeminent continental European Power. One aspect that the authors slight is the international, indeed, intercontinental
aspects of the Thirty Years War. Implicit in the narrative is the fact that events all over the world, such as conflict
between the Dutch and Spanish/Portugese in South America, and Ottoman-Persian rivalriesin the Near East had a
huge impact on the Thirty Y ears War. A very attractive feature is an excellent annotated bibliography written by
Professor Parker that will take interested readers deeper into the literature. This book fulfillsits goal of being a concise
introduction but there is still aneed for a substantial narrative history based on modern scholarship.0 von 0 Kunden
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Thisis an exallent book on The Thirty Y ears War.Von Ein KundeThis book
isan exallent book on The Thirty Years War. It beginsits narative in 1608 to show some of the background of the
War. The Thirty Years War was an very complex war; Mr. Parker tries to examine the War from all of the sides
invovled. He doesn't take any side. The two drawbacks of the book are that it is written by a number of different
authors and is abit choppy because of this. The other drawback isthat it is quite terse. Each major incedent is
described in in a brief and acurate way. In order to understand the book, one has to either read it very carefully or read
the book a number of times. While the main focus of the book is the political incedents, there is an appendix which
discusses the major military changes that occured in the War.2 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Skip This OneVon Steve HarrisonThere are few books in English on one of the most important, complex, and
fascinating episodes in European history since the Renaissance. Most on 'slist are specia order or out of print.
Unfortunately, Parker and his writers produced adry, dull, tedious tome that will bore even serious 30Y W enthusiasts.
Novices should special-order Wedgwood instead; enthusiasts will want to read S.R. Gardiner.

KurzbeschreibungThe first edition of The Thirty Y ears War offered an unrivalled survey of a central period in
European history. Drawing on a huge body of source material from different languages and countries throughout
Europe, it provided a clear and comprehensive narrative and analytical account of the subject. It has established itself
asthe classic text with reviewers, students and the general reader.This second edition has been thoroughly revised to
include the very latest research. The updated bibliographical information provides an invaluable resource, synthesising
the major work in the field, in al languages, up to 1996.Written with great clarity and liveliness, the book brings alive
the period in al its aspects. It coversthe horrors of the war and the contorted politics of the period. It deals with all the
major figures, including Wallerstein and Richelieu, Gustavus Adolphus and Tilly, the Winter King and the Habsburg
emperors. For range and depth of coverage there is no other work like it. It has become the definitive book on the
subject.Pressestimmen..."with this book as our guide, we are now in a position to understand more fully the long
'European Civil War' which did much to shape the course of the history of the continent as awhole."-"History Today
"This new book...is most welcome: thorough, scholarly, up-to-date, it makes the murky period as clear as anything
ever will...It is a swift-moving general account that misses no essentials, while not allowing itself to get bogged down
in details."-"Wilson Library Bulletin "The book successfully provides a clear and balanced...explanation of what
happened between 1618 and 1648...thisis palitical history in the classic mold."-"The Sixteenth Century Journal "The
best book we have on the Thirty Years War."-"History Teaching "A judicious, lively, enlightening and, above all,
highly serviceable work for which scholars, students and the general public will be grateful."-"Times Literary
SupplementK urzbeschreibungThe first edition of The Thirty Years War offered an unrivalled survey of a central
period in European history. Drawing on a huge body of source material from different languages and countries
throughout Europe, it provided a clear and comprehensive narrative and analytical account of the subject. It has
established itself as the classic text with reviewers, students and the general reader.This second edition has been
thoroughly revised to include the very latest research. The updated bibliographical information provides an invaluable
resource, synthesising the major work in thefield, in al languages, up to 1996.Written with great clarity and



liveliness, the book brings alive the period in al its aspects. It covers the horrors of the war and the contorted politics
of the period. It deals with all the major figures, including Wallerstein and Richelieu, Gustavus Adolphus and Tilly,
the Winter King and the Habsburg emperors. For range and depth of coverage there is no other work likeit. It has

become the definitive book on the subject.



