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Von Stanley G. Payne : The Spanish Civil War, the Soviet Union, and Communism  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Spanish Civil War, the Soviet Union, and 
Communism: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Behutsam im UrteilVon ALFRED DE ZAYASPayne ist ein anerkannter Experte fr die Geschichte Spaniens. Seine 
Bcher folgen nicht immer den Zeitgeist, sind aber stets sehr gut recherchiert. Der Stil ist elegant und die Quellen 
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berzeugend. Er setzt sich mit anderen Historikern auseinander und bemht sich darum, dem Leser ein eigenes Urteil zu 
ermglichen. Er klammert unbequeme Fragen nicht aus und wagt es, unpopulre Meinungen zu ussern. Dem Prinzip 
audiatur et altera pars ist gut bedient. Ein guter Begleiter zu Hugh Thomas und Antony Beevor.

KurzbeschreibungIn this compelling book Stanley Payne offers the first comprehensive narrative of Soviet and 
Communist intervention in the revolution and civil war in Spain. He documents in unprecedented detail Soviet 
strategies, Comintern activities, and the role of the Communist party in Spain from the early 1930s to the end of the 
civil war in 1939. Drawing on a very broad range of Soviet and Spanish primary sources, including many only 
recently available, Payne changes our understanding of Soviet and Communist intentions in Spain, of Stalin's decision 
to intervene in the Spanish war, of the widely accepted characterisation of the conflict as the struggle of fascism 
against democracy, and of the claim that Spain's war constituted the opening round of World War II. The author 
arrives at a new view of the Spanish Civil War and concludes not only that the Democratic Republic had many 
undemocratic components but also that the position of the Communist party was by no means 
counterrevolutionary.Pressestimmen"Stanley Payne offers us the most masterful, judicious, and up-to-date treatment 
of Communism in Spain in the 1930s. And he makes a broader contribution to the history of Communism through his 
many remarkable political insights." Michael Seidman, University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington"KurzbeschreibungIn this compelling book Stanley Payne offers the first comprehensive narrative of 
Soviet and Communist intervention in the revolution and civil war in Spain. He documents in unprecedented detail 
Soviet strategies, Comintern activities, and the role of the Communist party in Spain from the early 1930s to the end of 
the civil war in 1939. Drawing on a very broad range of Soviet and Spanish primary sources, including many only 
recently available, Payne changes our understanding of Soviet and Communist intentions in Spain, of Stalin's decision 
to intervene in the Spanish war, of the widely accepted characterisation of the conflict as the struggle of fascism 
against democracy, and of the claim that Spain's war constituted the opening round of World War II. The author 
arrives at a new view of the Spanish Civil War and concludes not only that the Democratic Republic had many 
undemocratic components but also that the position of the Communist party was by no means counterrevolutionary. 


