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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Soviet High 
Command: a Military-political History, 1918-1941: A Military Political History, 1918-1941 (Cass Series on Soviet 
(Russian) Military Institutions (Hardcover)): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
outstanding work about the history of the Red ArmyVon thaneThis book is still one of the basic books about the 
history of the Red Army despite numerous excellent other and newer titels by Glantz, Dunn, Hill and others.John 
Erickson`s work covers the period between the creation of the Red Army in 1918 and the desastrous situation in 
September 1941 (Kiev Pocket) after the fierce fighting had begun on the Eastern Front.This book is remarkable in lots 
of ways. It combines an outstanding historical competence of the author, interessting figures, maps and lots of highly 
informative tables. Afterall he presents a copious bibliography and an excellent index.The book ist separted in six 
chapters, each dealing with different periods of the existence of the Red Army.Part One: (1918-1920) This Chapter is 
dealing with the revolutionary origins of the Red Army and their war with Poland in 1920.Part Two: (1921-1926) In 
this Captr he illustrates the internal consolidation of the Red Army and the years of teh fruitfull collaboration with the 
Reichswehr untill 1933.In the subsequent chapters he is dealing with different aspects of the general developement of 
the Red Army during the World Wars.Of greater interest will be his description of the Operation in the Far East at 
Khalkin-Col and the Winter-War in Finnland. He gives a brillant description of this two campaigns and shows all the 
deficits on the operational and tactical level of the Red Army.The last chapter is giving an overview of the initial 
stages of the german onslaught in 1941 and the progression of the so called "border-battles".Dieses Buch ist nach wie 
vor das Standard-Werk ber die Entwicklung der Roten Armee. Es ist nahezu nicht mglich, ein angemessenes 
Verstndnis fr die Leistungsfhigkeit und die Schwchen der Roten Armee zu entwickeln, sofern man dieses Buch nicht 
gelesen hat.Eine asbolute Kaufempfehlung fr jeden, der sich ernsthaft mit der Roten Armee beschftigen mchte / will.

KurzbeschreibungAn objective and documentary history of the earliest origins and formative years of the Workers-
Peasants Red Army from the Civil War to the initial disasters of the war with Germany, the Great Patriotic War, 
culminating in the "battle for Moscow" in November-December 1941.KurzbeschreibungAn objective and 
documentary history of the earliest origins and formative years of the Workers-Peasants Red Army from the Civil War 
to the initial disasters of the war with Germany, the Great Patriotic War, culminating in the "battle for Moscow" in 
November-December 1941.Synopsis An objective and documentary history of the earliest origins and formative years 
of the Workers-Peasants Red Army from the Civil War to the initial disasters of the war with Germany, the Great 
Patriotic War, culminating in the "battle for Moscow" in November-December 1941. The study makes extensive use 
of Soviet military histories, specialist military monograhs, Red Army regulations, military manuals and handbooks, 
memoirs, documentary collections on Soviet military organization and Army-Party relations. Unpublished captured 
German military documents describe the secret Red Army-Reichswehr collaboration. Japanese Army records provide 
detailed information on the Soviet military build-up in the Far East. The "Tukhachevskii Affair" is investigated 
together with Stalin's murderous military purge and its consequences for the Red Army. Poor Soviet performance in 
the "Winter War" with Finland prompted hasty reforms, but neither reorganization nor rearmament was complete 
before the German invasion in June 1941. First suffering catastrophic loss inflicted by the Wehrmacht, the Red Army 
had recovered sufficiently by December 1941 to defend Moscow and to counter-attack. 


