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purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Silent War: The Cold War 
Battle Beneath the Sea (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000FC0UCQ


Unbedingt lesenswertVon Mucki_JuckiBei allem Respekt vor dem ungewhnlich vielfltigen Engagement des Autors 
bei der Entwicklung der amerikanischen, unterseeischen Waffen- und (glcklicherweise auch) Forschungstechnologie - 
die Zeitschiene der Ereignisse ist nicht immer erkennbar bzw. verwirrend.Ansonsten aber ein extrem spannendes und 
informatives Buch. Trotz der fr weite Bereiche noch sprbar vorhandenen Geheimhaltungsvorgaben.0 von 0 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The Silent WarVon BiFiSuper - Out dated in places but a good history 
lesson. I followed this with "Red Star Rogue" and "All Hands Down" which complete the story.

KurzbeschreibungThe Cold War was the first major conflict between superpowers in which victory and defeat were 
unambiguously determined without the firing of a shot. Without the shield of a strong, silent deterrent or the 
intellectual sword of espionage beneath the sea, that war could not have been won. John P. Craven was a key figure in 
the Cold War beneath the sea. As chief scientist of the Navy's Special Projects Office, which supervised the Polaris 
missile system, then later as head of the Deep Submergence Systems Project (DSSP) and the Deep Submergence 
Rescue Vehicle program (DSRV), both of which engaged in a variety of clandestine undersea projects, he was 
intimately involved with planning and executing America's submarine-based nuclear deterrence and submarine-based 
espionage activities during the height of the Cold War. Craven was considered so important by the Soviets that they 
assigned a full-time KGB agent to spy on him. Some of Craven's highly classified activities have been mentioned in 
such books as Blind Man's Bluff, but now he gives us his own insights into the deadly cat-and-mouse game that U.S. 
and Soviet forces played deep in the world's oceans. Craven tells riveting stories about the most treacherous years of 
the Cold War. In 1956 Nautilus, the world's first nuclear-powered submarine and the backbone of the Polaris ballistic 
missile system, was only days or even hours from sinking due to structural damage of unknown origin. Craven led a 
team of experts to diagnose the structural flaw that could have sent the sub to the bottom of the ocean, taking the 
Navy's missile program with it. Craven offers insight into the rivalry between the advocates of deterrence (with whom 
he sided) and those military men and scientists, such as Edward Teller, who believed that the United States had to 
prepare to fight and win a nuclear conflict with the Soviet Union. He describes the argument that raged in the Navy 
over the reasons for the tragic loss of the submarine Thresher, and tells the astonishing story of the hunt for the rogue 
Soviet sub that became the model for The Hunt for Red October -- including the amazing discovery the Navy made 
when it eventually found the sunken sub. Craven takes readers inside the highly secret DSSP and DSRV programs, 
both of which offered crucial cover for sophisticated intelligence operations. Both programs performed important 
salvage operations in addition to their secret espionage activities, notably the recovery of a nuclear bomb off 
Palomares, Spain. He describes how the Navy's success at deep-sea recovery operations led to the takeover of the 
entire program by the CIA during the Nixon administration. A compelling tale of intrigue, both within our own 
government and between the U.S. and Soviet navies, The Silent War is an enthralling insider's account of how the 
submarine service kept the peace during the dangerous days of the Cold War..deIn October 1962, the United States 
government demanded that the Soviet Union remove long-range tactical missiles that it had positioned in Cuba, a short 
flight from targets like Washington and New York. After nearly a week's wait, during which the world braced for 
nuclear war, the Soviet government finally relented. It did so, in part, because its capitalist foe had one weapon that it 
then did not: 10 dozen submarine-mounted nuclear missiles that could be fired from beneath the waves and reach 
targets inside the Soviet Union within a matter of minutes. In The Silent War, John Craven, an architect of the Polaris 
missile program, writes that the episode offered unambiguous proof of the value of "a strong silent deterrent" and of 
the importance of a superb submarine force in preserving the balance of power. In this memoir, he recounts the 
evolution of the Polaris weapons system during the cold war. Along the way, he reveals little-known incidents of 
espionage and saber rattling that will give readers pause to wonder how war was avoided for all those years. A bonus 
for Tom Clancy fans (who are likely to enjoy his book in any event) is Craven's sketchy but fascinating tale of a real 
hunt for a lost Soviet submarine that took place during his tenure as well as his accessible but nonetheless detailed 
account of the advanced military technology he helped bring into being. --Gregory McNamee.comIn October 1962, 
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