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Von Alfred F. Young : The Shoemaker and the Tea Party: Memory and the American Revolution before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Shoemaker and the Tea
Party: Memory and the American Revolution:

KundenrezensionenHilfrei chste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. This
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book isagemVon Ein KundeAs | get older, | get lesslesslikely to read those American History "survey" books than
ever, and to find my solacein "little books" about real events that the historians use as alever to explain, to explain
intensely, a slice of the past. The Shoemaker the Tea Party isjust such avolume of interpretive history. The book
consists of two historical essays, the first of which dredges everything we could possibly find out about the Shoemaker
hisinvolvement in historical events ... the second which evaluates how the Tea Party has been viewed through history
as different "powers' have had their hands on the rudder of historical interpretation. This book, like others about the
early Republic, shows how our revolution was a profoundly conservative event, not an event that challenged the social
structure of the colonies (except insofar as assets from the Tory elite were confiscated by the revolutionary €lite).
Although the revolution was made by both the €elite the workingman (tradesman farmers), it was naturally the elite
who chose to view to institutionalize that view, historical events through their own eyes. The importance of social
stability was paramount, hence the mob'ist origins of the revolution were downplayed or ignored. By the time this
fellow, the Shoemaker, reemerged in the 1830s, the course of our American History writing about this topic was set in
stone. The revolution was not a chaotic, angry event, but a smooth, patriotic one. Thisis a short book, alittle pricey for
its length, but well worth reading.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Destruction of the
Tea...Von Paul ContiSimilar to Howard Zinn's "People's History of the United States,” Y oung's book views history
through the eyes of a member of the "middling” class. The book isreally two stories- the life of George Robert
Twelves Hughes, a poor Boston shoemaker who was present at many famous eventsin Colonia Boston (as
remembered by him); the second part presents the public's memory (e.g. why certain groups feel differently about
certain events, how and why they came to be commemorated, etc.). Anyone intersted in American history would enjoy
this thought provoking contribution. It will make you think about where we the people feel the lines are to be drawn
between protesting and revolting.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Good book, but edit it
pleaseVon Matt WillisThis book is worthwhile. Although it is an interesting examination of aregular person's
involvment in large historical events, it is repetitive and needs to be edited. The book seems to have been written to
drum into areader's head the writer's opinions, rather than share his great discoveries. He uses the word "conservative"
so many times that it becomes meaningless. Hopefully, the writer can free himself of these habits to write an even
better book.

KurzbeschreibungGeorge Robert Twelves Hewes, a Boston shoemaker who participated in such key events of the
American Revolution as the Boston Massacre and the Tea Party, might have been lost to history if not for his
longevity and the historical mood of the 1830's. When the Tea Party became aleading symbol of the Revolutionary ear
fifty years after the actual event, this'common man' in his nineties was 'discovered' and celebrated in Boston as a
national hero. Y oung pieces together this extraordinary tale, adding new insights about the role that individual and
collective memory play in shaping our understanding of history..deOn December 16, 1773, some 150 men boarded
three ships docked at Griffin's Wharf. Dressed as Mohawks, their faces darkened with soot, the men cracked open
chests of tea and threw them into Boston Harbor. What began as a protest against the duty on tea became an icon of
the American Revolution. But what did the Boston Tea Party mean to its participants? Indeed, what did the Revolution
mean to the ordinary person? In The Shoemaker and the Tea Party, Alfred F. Y oung tells the story of George Robert
Twelves Hewes, who was involved in several eventsin Boston during the Revolution. In 1835, when Hewes wasin his
90s, he was celebrated as one of the last survivors of the Tea Party. The Shoemaker and the Tea Party comprises two
linked essays. Thefirst is about Hewes (whom Y oung describes as "a nobody who briefly became a somebody in the
Revolution and, for amoment near the end of hislife, ahero"), his memories, and what these memories reveal about
the meaning of the Revolution for him. "For amoment he was on a level with his betters. So he thought at the time,
and so it grew in his memory asit disappeared in hislife." The second essay follows the lead of Michael Kammen and
Eric Hobsbawm by looking at the dichotomies of public vs. private and popular vs. official memory, and the external
forces that shape these memoriesinto "tradition.” Y oung does an excellent job of illustrating his theory with
experiences from Hewes's life, newspaper accounts, and contemporary prints. This book will interest both scholars and
general readers, though Y oung does presume some prior knowledge of the Revolution on the part of the reader. A
thought-provoking look at the nature of memory, history, and tradition. --Sunny Delaney.comOn December 16, 1773,
some 150 men boarded three ships docked at Griffin's Wharf. Dressed as Mohawks, their faces darkened with soot, the
men cracked open chests of tea and threw them into Boston Harbor. What began as a protest against the duty on tea
became an icon of the American Revolution. But what did the Boston Tea Party mean to its participants? Indeed, what
did the Revolution mean to the ordinary person? In The Shoemaker and the Tea Party, Alfred F. Y oung tells the story
of George Robert Twelves Hewes, who was involved in several eventsin Boston during the Revolution. In 1835,
when Hewes was in his 90s, he was celebrated as one of the last survivors of the Tea Party. The Shoemaker and the
Tea Party comprises two linked essays. The first is about Hewes (whom Y oung describes as "a nobody who briefly
became a somebody in the Revolution and, for amoment near the end of hislife, ahero"), his memories, and what



these memories reveal about the meaning of the Revolution for him. "For amoment he was on alevel with his betters.
So he thought at the time, and so it grew in his memory as it disappeared in hislife." The second essay follows the lead
of Michael Kammen and Eric Hobsbawm by looking at the dichotomies of public vs. private and popular vs. official
memory, and the external forces that shape these memoriesinto "tradition." Y oung does an excellent job of illustrating
his theory with experiences from Hewes's life, newspaper accounts, and contemporary prints. This book will interest
both scholars and general readers, though Y oung does presume some prior knowledge of the Revolution on the part of
the reader. A thought-provoking look at the nature of memory, history, and tradition. --Sunny Delaney



