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Von Henry Hitchings : The Secret Life of Words: How English Became English (English Edition)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Secret Life of Words: 
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How English Became English (English Edition): 

KurzbeschreibungCommunication is essential to our lives, but how often do we stop to think about where the words 
we use have come from? Have you ever thought about which words in English have been borrowed from Arabic, 
French or Dutch? Try admiral, landscape and marmalade just for starters. The Secret Life of Words is a wide-ranging 
account not only of the history of English, but also of how words witness history, reflect social change and remind us 
of our turbulent past. Henry Hitchings delves into our promiscuous language and reveals how and why it has absorbed 
words from more than 350 other languages many originating from the most unlikely of places, such as shampoo from 
Hindi and kiosk from Turkish.From the Norman Conquest to the present day, Hitchings narrates the story of English 
as an archive of our human experience and uncovers the secrets behind everyday words. This is a celebration of our 
language; after reading it, you will never again take the words we use for granted.PressestimmenHitchings here 
provides a colorful, thematic history of the English language . . . Hitchings is a fine writer with an eye for the 
illustrative detail . . . With ninety-plus pages of notes, sources, and useful indexes, this is fine choice for libraries and a 
smorgasbord' for language aficionados. Highly recommended. E. L. Battistella, ChoiceA rich and readable history. 
The Boston GlobeAstonishing . . . Every page of The Secret Life of Words is stuffed with rewards. . .Painstakingly 
detailed, closely argued and suffused with a contagious enthusiasm. Daily Telegraph (UK)A galloping history of 
English-speaking people and lists of words they have borrowed or invented. The New York 
SunKurzbeschreibungCommunication is essential to our lives, but how often do we stop to think about where the 
words we use have come from? Have you ever thought about which words in English have been borrowed from 
Arabic, French or Dutch? Try admiral, landscape and marmalade just for starters. The Secret Life of Words is a wide-
ranging account not only of the history of English, but also of how words witness history, reflect social change and 
remind us of our turbulent past. Henry Hitchings delves into our promiscuous language and reveals how and why it 
has absorbed words from more than 350 other languages many originating from the most unlikely of places, such as 
shampoo from Hindi and kiosk from Turkish.From the Norman Conquest to the present day, Hitchings narrates the 
story of English as an archive of our human experience and uncovers the secrets behind everyday words. This is a 
celebration of our language; after reading it, you will never again take the words we use for granted. 


