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Von R. A. C. Parker : The Second World War: A Short History (Struggle for Survival)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Second World War: A Short History 
(Struggle for Survival): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Superb 
history.Von Ein KundeIf only a single one-volume history of World War II had to be chosen, it would be hard to beat 
this one. The entire global sweep of this greatest of all wars is covered comprehensively here, from its historical and 
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economic roots to its world-changing consequences. The narrative is graceful and remarkably readable, with such 
essential matters as balance-of-forces and production figures woven in skillfully and painlessly, rendering unnecessary 
the footnotes which clutter other works of this scale. The author's analyses of issues of Allied leadership are models of 
fair-minded judgement and balanced perspective, and his evaluations of generalship virtually unassailable, to the 
probable discomfort of partisans of all stripes.Parker's work is exemplary history, and a rare pleasure to read as well. 
Highly recommended.(The numerical rating above is an ineradicable default setting within this page. This reviewer 
does not employ numerical ratings.)0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Excellent overviewVon 
T. WilsonThis is an excellent overview of the Second World War using the most recent information available. Parker's 
book is well-written, lucid and concise. I am using it to teach a undergraduate level history course on the war.

KurzbeschreibungThe Second World War is a compact but comprehensive and absorbing history of the war. It 
examines the causes of the war, how it was won and lost, and its far-reaching consequences for humanity. In tracing 
the key events of both the European and the Far Eastern wars, R. A. C. Parker outlines clearly the strategies of the 
participants, the economies and societies that underlay them, and the strengths and weaknesses of their fighting forces. 
He describes the decisivebattles and analyses the reasons for their outcome, paying close attention to special features 
of the war: mobile warfare, forced migration, the Holocaust, strategic and nuclear bombing. Unlike many other 
histories of the war this book places British and European involvement squarely in aninternational perspective, and the 
author never shies away from raising fundamental questions.Pressestimmen" from previous edition Based on a 
matchless knowledge of the documents, he provides an authoritative treatment of military, diplomatic, and economic 
aspects, written with great force and insight. As a one-volume survey, it is unlikely to be surpassed... a magnificent 
achievement, a tour deforce."--Kenneth O. Morgan, New Statesman and Society"a miracle of compression compared 
with the rest of the horde of general histories."--Guardian"Parker alights unerringly on the salient campaigns and 
issues, and considers them with consistent style and insight."--Times Educational Supplement"The most balanced 
view of the causes and courses of the Second World War."--Field Marshal Lord Carver, Times Literary 
Supplement"written in clear and elegant English ... a masterful account of the Second World War in all its different 
spheres. It is scrupulously fair, illuminated by an engaging sense of humour ... and gives an entirely balanced view of 
the varying contributions of the different powers engaged."--RichardCobb, The Spectator " from previous edition 
Based on a matchless knowledge of the documents, he provides an authoritative treatment of military, diplomatic, and 
economic aspects, written with great force and insight. As a one-volume survey, it is unlikely to be surpassed... a 
magnificent achievement, a tour de force."--Kenneth O. Morgan, New Statesman and Society "a miracle of 
compression compared with the rest of the horde of general histories."--Guardian "Parker alights unerringly on the 
salient campaigns and issues, and considers them with consistent style and insight."--Times Educational Supplement 
"The most balanced view of the causes and courses of the Second World War."--Field Marshal Lord Carver, Times 
Literary Supplement "written in clear and elegant English ... a masterful account of the Second World War in all its 
different spheres. It is scrupulously fair, illuminated by an engaging sense of humour ... and gives an entirely balanced 
view of the varying contributions of the different powers engaged."--Richard Cobb, The Spectator " from previous 
edition Based on a matchless knowledge of the documents, he provides an authoritative treatment of military, 
diplomatic, and economic aspects, written with great force and insight. As a one-volume survey, it is unlikely to be 
surpassed... a magnificent achievement, a tour de force."--Kenneth O. Morgan, New Statesman and Society "a miracle 
of compression compared with the rest of the horde of general histories."--Guardian "Parker alights unerringly on the 
salient campaigns and issues, and considers them with consistent style and insight."--Times Educational Supplement 
"The most balanced view of the causes and courses of the Second World War."--Field Marshal Lord Carver, Times 
Literary Supplement "written in clear and elegant English ... a masterful account of the Second World War in all its 
different spheres. It is scrupulously fair, illuminated by an engaging sense of humour ... and gives an entirely balanced 
view of the varying contributions of the different powers engaged."--Richard Cobb, The Spectator" from previous 
edition Based on a matchless knowledge of the documents, he provides an authoritative treatment of military, 
diplomatic, and economic aspects, written with great force and insight. As a one-volume survey, it is unlikely to be 
surpassed... a magnificent achievement, a tour de force."--Kenneth O. Morgan, New Statesman and Society"a miracle 
of compression compared with the rest of the horde of general histories."--Guardian"Parker alights unerringly on the 
salient campaigns and issues, and considers them with consistent style and insight."--Times Educational 
Supplement"The most balanced view of the causes and courses of the Second World War."--Field Marshal Lord 
Carver, Times Literary Supplement"written in clear and elegant English ... a masterful account of the Second World 
War in all its different spheres. It is scrupulously fair, illuminated by an engaging sense of humour ... and gives an 
entirely balanced view of the varying contributions of the different powers engaged."--Richard Cobb, The Spectator 
from previous edition "Based on a matchless knowledge of the documents, he provides an authoritative treatment of 
military, diplomatic, and economic aspects, written with great force and insight. As a one-volume survey, it is unlikely 



to be surpassed...[A] magnificent achievement, a tour de force."--Kenneth O. Morgan, New Statesman and 
Society"[A] miracle of compression compared with the rest of the horde of general histories."--Guardian"Parker 
alights unerringly on the salient campaigns and issues, and considers them with consistent style and insight."--Times 
Educational Supplement"The most balanced view of the causes and courses of the Second World War."--Field 
Marshal Lord Carver, Times Literary Supplement"[W]ritten in clear and elegant English...[A] masterful account of the 
Second World War in all its different spheres. It is scrupulously fair, illuminated by an engaging sense of humour...and 
gives an entirely balanced view of the varying contributions of the different powers engaged."--Richard Cobb, The 
Spectator"The Second World War...[is] at once succinct and thorough, sharp and nuanced....[It] puts the conflict in the 
widest context surveying its political, diplomatic, demographic, and economic ramifications....In addition to its other 
virtues, this trenchant, elegant survey contains the most lucid summation...of the Nazis' murder of the European 
Jews."--The Atlantic MonthlyKurzbeschreibungThe Second World War is a compact but comprehensive and 
absorbing history of the war. It examines the causes of the war, how it was won and lost, and its far-reaching 
consequences for humanity. In tracing the key events of both the European and the Far Eastern wars, R. A. C. Parker 
outlines clearly the strategies of the participants, the economies and societies that underlay them, and the strengths and 
weaknesses of their fighting forces. He describes the decisivebattles and analyses the reasons for their outcome, paying 
close attention to special features of the war: mobile warfare, forced migration, the Holocaust, strategic and nuclear 
bombing. Unlike many other histories of the war this book places British and European involvement squarely in 
aninternational perspective, and the author never shies away from raising fundamental questions. 


