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Von Mai Elliott : The Sacred Willow: Four Generationsin the Life of a Viethnamese Family before purchasing it

in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Sacred Willow: Four Generationsin the
Life of aVietnamese Family:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Tolle
Geschichte! Von Minsimail could hardly put this book down, as the stories of the four generations of the author's


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B005AF6I2E

family istruly fascinating and give insights into the past and present of Vietnam. As| had recently been to Vietnam,
thisinterested me deeply, and was the perfect book to help me to understand more about Vietnamese Society, starting
in the 1800's up until today, with references to their much longer historical past as well. The personal stories make this
book come alive and cross many aspects of the society and more recent history, including of course the time of French
occupation, the "Indo-China" war and the war with the Americans, the rise of the communist party, etc., aswell asa
glimpse of modern-day Vietnam.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A family history that also
tellsthe history of Vietnam.Von SaraThe Sacred Willow is an excellent family biography and historical analysis of the
origins of, and events surrounding, the Vietham War. If you have shied away from histories of Vietham as you are not
interested in military history, | would highly recommend this work. This book isasocial, rather than a military,
history. Tracing the history of Vietnam from the era of the mandarins, through the French colonialization, through the
communist insurgency, to the fall of Saigon and beyond, the author writes a history of her own family and in so doing,
beautifully and subtly details the complexities and nuances of the origins of the Vietnam conflict and America's
participation therein. The author's use of spare and straightforward prose enables the reader to look beyond the sheer
horror of the war and its aftermath and reach alevel of understanding as to how this tragic conflict could have
occured.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Beginner's guide to Vietnamese HistoryVon
RKKAfter having recently started to work in Vietnam, | wanted to get afeel of the Vietnamese history spanning this
century. Not interested in atext-book style carricature, | purchased this book to get an overview of the events that
shaped the emergence of modern Vietnam. Mai Duong's narrative is comprehensive, successfully covering the macro
events of the colonialism, subsequent communist revolution, and its ultimate collapse, and the emergence of the
modern Vietnam. The book succeedsin giving an impression of the circumstances that normal households went
through, allowing the reader to feel and be part of the true-life story within. Must-read for people wanting to get an
overview on the current Vietnamese history - with asocia angle.

KurzbeschreibungA finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, Duong Van Mai Elliott's The Sacred Willow illuminates recent
Vietnamese history by weaving together the stories of the lives of four generations of her family. Beginning with her
great-grandfather, who rose from rural poverty to become an influential landowner, and continuing to the present, Mai
Elliott traces her family's journey through an era of tumultuous change. She tells us of childhood hoursin her
grandmother's silk shop, and of hiding while French troops torched her village, watching while blossoms torn by fire
from the trees flutter "like hundreds of butterflies" overhead. She makes clear the agonizing choices that split
Vietnamese families: her eldest sister left her staunchly anti-communist home to join the Viet Minh, and spent months
sleeping in jungle camps with her infant son, fearing air raids by day and tigers by night. And she follows several
family members through the last, desperate hours of the fall of Saigon-including one nephew who tried to escape by
grabbing the skid of a departing American helicopter. Based on family papers, dozens of interviews, and a wealth of
other research, thisis not only a memorable family saga but arecord of how the Vietnamese themselves have
experienced their times..deMost books about Vietham focus on the French who colonized it or the Americans who
sought to "save" it. This combination of memoir and family history shows the Vietnamese "as they saw themselves as
the central playersin their own history." The author's perspectiveis particularly enlightening because her relatives,
though unquestionably better-educated and better-off than the typical Vietnamese, made a variety of political and
socia choices over the course of the turbulent century she chronicles. Her great-grandfather was a mandarin and
member of the imperial court; her father was a government official under French rule; her older sister married a
Communist. Elliott herself enrolled in Georgetown's School of Foreign Servicein 1960, married an American, and
supported the U.S. crusade in Vietnam until her experiences interviewing Vietcong prisoners of war for a Rand
Corporation study convinced her that the corrupt Saigon regime failed to offer a convincing aternative to
Communism. Because she had family on both sides, Elliott's portrait of the war is subtler and less didactic than
previous accounts by proponents of either ideology. Her proseisabit formal and dense for the casual reader, but by
telling her relatives personal stories and explicating their culture's traditional values, her reflective narrative makes
humanly complicated a history too often oversimplified. --Wendy Smith.comMost books about Vietnam focus on the
French who colonized it or the Americans who sought to "save" it. This combination of memoir and family history
shows the Vietnamese "as they saw themselves as the central playersin their own history." The author's perspectiveis
particularly enlightening because her relatives, though unquestionably better-educated and better-off than the typical
Vietnamese, made avariety of political and social choices over the course of the turbulent century she chronicles. Her
great-grandfather was a mandarin and member of the imperial court; her father was a government official under
French rule; her older sister married a Communist. Elliott herself enrolled in Georgetown's School of Foreign Service
in 1960, married an American, and supported the U.S. crusade in Vietnam until her experiences interviewing Vietcong
prisoners of war for a Rand Corporation study convinced her that the corrupt Saigon regime failed to offer a
convincing aternative to Communism. Because she had family on both sides, Elliott's portrait of the war is subtler and



less didactic than previous accounts by proponents of either ideology. Her prose is a bit formal and dense for the
casual reader, but by telling her relatives personal stories and explicating their culture's traditional values, her
reflective narrative makes humanly complicated a history too often oversimplified. --Wendy Smith



