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Von Henri J.M. Nouwen : The Road to Peace: Writings on Peace and Justice before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Road to Peace: Writings on Peace and Justice:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Revealing new dimensions of Henri NouwenVon Kevin Markln 1989, Jesuit activist John Dear was demonstrating in
Washington with a group of homeless people when he was arrested. While waiting in jail he discovered that he had a
slim volume by Henri Nouwen, recently given to him by a Trappist monk friend, in his coat pocket. Dear began
reading it and was hooked. He subsequently wrote to Nouwen and so began a correspondence of faith and friendship
that lasted until Nouwen's death in 1996.1n 'The Road to Peace', Dear presents an under-appreciated aspect of Henri
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Nouwen, the dimension of social responsibility that Dear sees as underpinning al of hiswritings, and was a significant
part of hislife. Dear's collection gathers for the first time nearly all of Nouwen's writings on peace, social justice, and
disarmament.We learn enough about Dear in his 25-page introduction to know that he himself is a deeply committed
and experienced social activist. (Following an anti-nuclear Ploughshare demonstration, for instance, he spent eight
monthsin aUSjail, and afurther five months under house arrest.) So when Dear saysthat socia justice isakey
dimension of Nouwen's spirituality and that he is an inspiring and challenging writer for social activists, he believe
him.A key part of Dear's introduction is a well-composed account of Nouwen's life, which also reveal s the extent to
which social concerns were a part of hislife aswell as his thought. To give one example, following an impromptu visit
to Nicaragua, Nouwen undertook a six-week tour of the US denouncing the nation's involvement in the contra-war,
which culminated in a bomb threat against the writer.Nouwen's writings challenge his readers to recognize that
solidarity with, and action on behalf of, our wounded world is an essential part of spirituality, while activists are
challenged to deepen their inner contemplative life, without which they are vulnerable to despair.'The Road to Peace
includes a number of previously unpublished texts, most notably a 50-page 'Spirituality of Peacemaking', al swell asa
talk on AIDS, interviews with the writer, his reflections on the legacies of Thomas Merton and Oscar Romero, and
writings on his life with handicapped persons at L'Arche.'The Road to Peace' is a substantial, significant and original
addition to the Nouwen corpus that will be widely welcomed. [Book of the Month Selection, John Garratt Catholic
Book Club.]

KurzbeschreibungThroughout his life Henri Nouwen stressed the connection between intimacy with Christ and
solidarity with awounded world. From his early support for the civil rights movement, through his engagement in the
cause of peace, to hislife with the handicapped members of the L'Arche community, Nouwen was always immersed
with the social aswell as the spiritual dimensions of the gospel. In gathering together Nouwen's many writings on
peace and socia justice, editor John Dear amplifies this crucial element of Nouwen's message about the call of
Christian discipleship. At the same time, Nouwen calls on activists to be peacemakersin the fullest sense: to root their
witnessin prayer, joy, and aspirit of love..deEvery phrase of Henri Nouwen's life expressed his conviction that
intimacy with Christ requires active involvement with powerless people in the world. This conviction is the organizing
theme of The Road to Peace, edited by John Dear, which contains dozens of essays, interviews, and occasional
writings. Hisreflections on the March on Selmain 1965, the funeral of Martin Luther King Jr., the legacy of Oscar
Romero, and his work with handicapped people at the L'Arche communities are especially affecting. Because this
book so thoroughly integrates Nouwen's spiritual beliefs and social concerns, The Road to Peace may be the best one-
volume introduction to hiswork available. --Michael Joseph GrossK urzbeschreibungThroughout his life Henri
Nouwen stressed the connection between intimacy with Christ and solidarity with a wounded world. From his early
support for the civil rights movement, through his engagement in the cause of peace, to his life with the handicapped
members of the L'Arche community, Nouwen was always immersed with the social aswell as the spiritual dimensions
of the gospel. In gathering together Nouwen's many writings on peace and social justice, editor John Dear amplifies
this crucial element of Nouwen's message about the call of Christian discipleship. At the same time, Nouwen calls on
activists to be peacemakers in the fullest sense: to root their witness in prayer, joy, and a spirit of love.



