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Von C. S. Lewis: The Problem of Pain before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised The Problem of Pain:

KundenrezensionenHilfrei chste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great
approach to an explanation of a difficult topicVon Eduard MaierWhy is there pain? The problem of painis
independant of believes, it will always occur to anybody. C.S. Lewis approaches the problem of pain from an christian
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perspecitve and (to me) successfully explains the concept of pain in relation to god and humaniry, divine and mortal.
Lewis challenges our very thinking to alevel that is looking beyond the obvious. This book encourages to expand our
moral horizont just as much as our horizont of intelligence.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Clarifying experienceVon Eric MeyerThis book clarified many issuesin my life and turned my God from One that
was a hit of astretch to fit into my everyday world, into a God which makes himself evident in every aspect of the
earth, evil and pain included. | think this book frankly is a better apology for Christianity than Mere Christianity.
Definitely a good introduction to the problem of pain, and the clearest exposition of the free-will defense | have read.
C.S. Lewis deals with a concept lofty and philosophical in a manner that grips my attention and bolsters my faith. |
recommend this book first above all Lewis other books on theology.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension
hilfreich. Why we have painVon Ein KundelL ewis analyzes the fundamental question, or problem, of pain: how can
God be omnipotent and yet alow pain (war, injury, cruelty, etc.)? Lewis's answer has many levels. Foremost, is that
nature had to be created with certain unchangeable properties. For example, the same hardness which alows wood to
serve as abeam in my house allows it to serve as an instrument of potential injury, as when that beam collapses and
hits my head.The world also had to be created neutral so that humans could interact equally with one another, i.e.,
those same, unchanging properties of wood alow it to be manipulated similarly by anyone. But, obviously a neutral
world contains the potential for good or evil. Wood can be used to build a home, which is good, or to create a weapon,
which is evil. But, thisis what makes us human. We have free will.If | choose evil, God could not intervene. For to
intervene some times but not others would be unjust and illogical (thisiswhy miracles, if you believe in them, are
extraordinarily rare). And to intervene onceisto intervene aways. Imagine if God intervened each time one person
was going to cause another, or himself, pain. If he did, we all would be puppets, not humans.Another interesting idea
in this book isthat of Original Sin. According to Lewis, we have not inherited Adam's sin, as is commonly believed,
but instead everyday face Adam'sidentical choice, perhaps thousands of times aday. For Adam's sin was not
disobedience in eating the apple, but in choosing himself over God. Adam had the opportunity to see himself either as
acreation or an individual self existing apart from God. Thus, according to Lewis, afinal reason for pain, isthat it is
God's wake-up call that we have, in constantly choosing ourselves, chosen the wrong thing. Thisis a profound and
provocative book.

KurzbeschreibungFor centuries people have been tormented by one question above al If God is good and all-
powerful, why does he alow his creatures to suffer pain? And what of the suffering of animals, who neither deserve
pain nor can be improved by it?The greatest Christian thinker of our time sets out to disentangle this knotty issue.
With his signature wealth of compassion and insight, C.S. Lewis offers answers to these crucial questions and shares
his hope and wisdom to help heal aworld hungry for atrue understanding of human nature..deThe Prablem of Pain
answers the universal question, "Why would an all-loving, al-knowing God allow people to experience pain and
suffering?' Master Christian apologist C.S. Lewis asserts that pain is a problem because our finite, human minds
selfishly believe that pain-free lives would prove that God loves us. In truth, by asking for this, we want God to love
us less, not more than he does. "Love, in its own nature, demands the perfecting of the beloved; that the mere
'kindness which tolerates anything except suffering inits object is, in that respect at the opposite pole from Love." In
addressing "Divine Omnipotence," "Human Wickedness," "Human Pain," and "Heaven," Lewis succeeds in lifting the
reader from his frame of reference by artfully capitul ating these topics into a conversational tone, which makes his
assertions easy to swallow and even easier to digest. Lewisis straightforward in aim as well as honest about his
impediments, saying, "l am not arguing that pain is not painful. Pain hurts. | am only trying to show that the old
Christian doctrine that being made perfect through suffering is not incredible. To prove it palatable is beyond my
design.” The mind is expanded, God is magnified, and the reader is reminded that he is not the center of the universe
as Lewis carefully rolls through the dissertation that suffering is God's will in preparing the believer for heaven and for
the full weight of glory that awaits him there. While many of us naively wish that God had designed a"less glorious
and less arduous destiny" for his children, the fortune liesin Lewiss inclination to set us straight with his charming wit
and pious mind. --Jill Heatherly.comThe Problem of Pain answers the universal question, "Why would an all-loving,
all-knowing God allow people to experience pain and suffering?' Master Christian apologist C.S. Lewis asserts that
pain is a problem because our finite, human minds selfishly believe that pain-free lives would prove that God loves us.
In truth, by asking for this, we want God to love us less, not more than he does. "Love, in its own nature, demands the
perfecting of the beloved; that the mere 'kindness' which tolerates anything except suffering in its object is, in that
respect at the opposite pole from Love." In addressing "Divine Omnipotence," "Human Wickedness," "Human Pain,"
and "Heaven," Lewis succeeds in lifting the reader from his frame of reference by artfully capitulating these topics into
aconversational tone, which makes his assertions easy to swallow and even easier to digest. Lewisis straightforward
inaim aswell as honest about his impediments, saying, "l am not arguing that pain is not painful. Pain hurts. | am only
trying to show that the old Christian doctrine that being made perfect through suffering is not incredible. To prove it



palatable is beyond my design.” The mind is expanded, God is magnified, and the reader is reminded that he is not the
center of the universe as Lewis carefully rolls through the dissertation that suffering is God's will in preparing the
believer for heaven and for the full weight of glory that awaits him there. While many of us naively wish that God had
designed a "less glorious and less arduous destiny" for his children, the fortune liesin Lewis'sinclination to set us
straight with his charming wit and pious mind. --Jill Heatherly



