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Von Sandra Bingham : The Praetorian Guard: A History of Rome's Elite Special Forces  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Praetorian Guard: A History of Rome's 
Elite Special Forces: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Lange 
erwartetVon Thomas FontanariDas Buch verdient eine positive Rezension alleine schon dadurch, dass es eine Lcke in 
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der wissenschaftlichen Gesamtdarstellung der Prtorianergarde fllt. Die letzten Gesamtdarstellungen, die vom Niveau 
her entsprechen, stammen aus der Zwischenkriegszeit und liegen nur auf franzsisch bzw. italienisch vor. Seitdem war 
das Thema dubiosen reierisch-populrwissenschaftlichen Publikationen berlassen. Man ist Fr. Dr. Bingham, welche die 
Prtorianergarde zu einem ihrer Forschungsschwerpunkte gemacht hat, zu Dank verpflichtet.Zum Buch selbst gilt es zu 
sagen, dass es eher nicht eine chronologische Abhandlung der detaillierten Prtorianergeschichte, sondern vielmehr 
eine hoch intelligente Analyse derselben darstellt. So informiert es uns z. B. darber, dass die Geschichte der 
ursprnglichen Prtorianer bereits unter Septimus Severus (ab 193) endet, wenn auch eine Truppe selben Namens bis zur 
Schlacht bei der Milvischen Brcke (312) bestand.Weiters gefllt mir, dass es kurz und bndig, und deshalb leicht zu 
lesen, geschrieben ist. Die Quellenlage zur Prtorianergarde ist berraschend dnn, weshalb sich die Autorin oft, wenn 
auch deutlich gekennzeichnet, zu Spekulationen hinreien lsst. Ein schwieriger Spagat, bei dem ich das Buch lieber fter 
mit beiden Beinen auf festem Grund sehen wrde. Weiters wird der, wohl vom Verlag gewhlte, reierische Titel dem 
hochstehenden Inhalt nicht gerecht. Die Prtorianer haben mit modernen "Special Forces" nichts gemein und ob sie, 
abgesehen vom hheren Sold und gesellschaftlichem Status, als Kmpfer wirklich elitr ber den Legionren standen, ist 
letztlich nicht zu klren.Trotz dieser vernachlssigbaren leichten Schwchen eine deutliche Leseempfehlung fr jeden, der 
sich einen berblick ber die Geschichte der Prtorianergarde verschaffen will.

KurzbeschreibungFrom the Immortals, the personal bodyguard of the Persian Achaemenid kings; the death-or-glory 
Companions, Alexander the Great's glorious cavalry corps; to Napoleon's Imperial Guards, flower of the French army, 
select martial cohorts are perennially fascinating. And perhaps no special force commands the romance, the mystique 
or the enduring appeal of ancient Rome's throroughbred protection and counter-insurgency squadron: the renowned 
Praetorian Guard. This elite military unit existed for over 300 years. Conceived as a personal army for the emperor, the 
Guard soon took over a wide range of powers in Rome, and thus from the very beginning made a much greater impact 
on the city's life than just as an imperial bodyguard. The Praetorians were in fact inseparable from the whole 
machinery of state, in some cases even making or breaking individual emperors. Sandra Bingham here offers a timely 
history of the Guard from its foundation by Augustus in 27 BCE to its disbandment by Constantine in CE 312. Topics 
covered include arms and insignia; the size, recruitment and command structure of the Guard; duration of service; the 
duties of individual soldiers and officers; and their familes and religion. The author also provides a lively and 
comprehensive survey of the Praetorians in the sources of antiquity. Augmented by carefully selected illustrations, 
maps and plans, this book will be vital reading for students and military history enthusiasts alike.Pressestimmen"The 
Praetorian Guard is a much-needed and valuable history of the Praetorian Guard from its origins to its disbandment by 
the emperor Constantine the Great in AD 312. Clear and concise in style, supported by ancient and current secondary 
sources, Bingham's study is balanced in its treatment of an often partisan subject."--Sara Elise Phang, author of Roman 
Military Service: Ideologies of Discipline in the Late Republic and Early Principate"Bingham's fast-paced and 
carefully constructed narrative, backed up by sound analysis of crucial issues, expertly conveys the reader though this 
blood-thirsty and exciting tale, which highlights important issues in the wider history of the Roman world. Readers 
will welcome its crisp and clear style and eye for intriguing details of life in the guard."--Brian Campbell, Professor of 
Roman History, Queen's University, Belfast, UK"The Praetorian Guard is a valuable contribution to Roman history 
generally and specifically to Roman imperial rule, the household of the emperor, and the person of the emperor 
himself."--R. Alden Smith, Professor of Classics, Baylor University"Bingham has performed a valuable service in 
providing an up-to-date and detailed discussion in English of the history, structure and development of the Praetorian 
Guard. Her treatment of the relationship between the emperor and his elite regiment offers an important insight into 
the crucial relationship between the imperial office and the military force that was essential to its survival and 
effectiveness."--Michael M. Sage, Professor Emeritus, University of Cincinnati Bingham has written what will be the 
standard book in English on the subject in a style that should endear it to a wider audience.--Conor Whately, 
University of Winnipeg "Bryn Mawr Classical ""...an original mind at work. This is an exceptionally clear-headed and 
hard-working volume.--Steve Donoghue "Open Letters Monthly "In short, Bingham s book is important if not 
essential reading for students of Roman imperial history; future work on the Praetorian Guard will depend in large part 
on the impressive efforts on display here.--Lee Fratantuono, Ohio Wesleyan University "The Historian ""Bingham's 
book is important if not essential reading for students of Roman imperial history; future work on the Praetorian Guard 
will depend in large part on the impressive efforts on display here.--Lee Fratantuono "The Historian " Bingham has 
written what will be the standard book in English on the subject in a style that should endear it to a wider audience.--
Conor Whately, University of Winnipeg "Bryn Mawr Classical ""...an original mind at work. This is an exceptionally 
clear-headed and hard-working volume.--Steve Donoghue "Open Letters Monthly "In short, Bingham s book is 
important if not essential reading for students of Roman imperial history; future work on the Praetorian Guard will 
depend in large part on the impressive efforts on display here.--Lee Fratantuono, Ohio Wesleyan University "The 
Historian ""Bingham's book is important if not essential reading for students of Roman imperial history; future work 



on the Praetorian Guard will depend in large part on the impressive efforts on display here.--Lee Fratantuono "The 
Historian "Through meticulous research and innovative interpretations, Sandra Bingham masterfully navigates the 
Praetorian Guard s meager data bringing this clandestine group to the historical light.--Shane J. Wood, Ozark Christian 
College "Stone-Campbell Journal ""KurzbeschreibungFrom the Immortals, the personal bodyguard of the Persian 
Achaemenid kings; the death-or-glory Companions, Alexander the Great's glorious cavalry corps; to Napoleon's 
Imperial Guards, flower of the French army, select martial cohorts are perennially fascinating. And perhaps no special 
force commands the romance, the mystique or the enduring appeal of ancient Rome's throroughbred protection and 
counter-insurgency squadron: the renowned Praetorian Guard. This elite military unit existed for over 300 years. 
Conceived as a personal army for the emperor, the Guard soon took over a wide range of powers in Rome, and thus 
from the very beginning made a much greater impact on the city's life than just as an imperial bodyguard. The 
Praetorians were in fact inseparable from the whole machinery of state, in some cases even making or breaking 
individual emperors. Sandra Bingham here offers a timely history of the Guard from its foundation by Augustus in 27 
BCE to its disbandment by Constantine in CE 312. Topics covered include arms and insignia; the size, recruitment and 
command structure of the Guard; duration of service; the duties of individual soldiers and officers; and their familes 
and religion. The author also provides a lively and comprehensive survey of the Praetorians in the sources of antiquity. 
Augmented by carefully selected illustrations, maps and plans, this book will be vital reading for students and military 
history enthusiasts alike. 


