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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
Review of Mark Kishlansky's A Monarchy TransformedVon Ein KundeThirty years of intense historical debate and 
disagreement have clouded the underlying story of seventeenth-century Britain; with this addition to the Penguin 
History of Britain series, Mark Kishlansky mediates the academic controversy in an introductory narrative of the 
Stuart era. From the ascension of James I to the death of Queen Anne, he chronicles the political events which elevated 
Britain from isolation to international predominance. In so doing, he vividly develops the characters who helped to 
spark this transformation. He hopes that this universally accessible narration will kindle his audience's interest in the 
period. In pursuit of this goal, Kishlansky avoids examining the contradictory interpretations which he believes 
necessitate this work. His prefatory remarks fully acknowledge the limited nature of his discussion. Apologizing to his 
colleagues, he explains that any effort to conflate the conflicting opinions into one coherent narrative would prove 
futile. Therefore, he claims to have used his discretion in writing a flowing account. Still, an author's discretion is 
seldom neutral. Correlating with Kishlansky's past contributions to British historiography, this book contains definite 
revisionist undertones. Focusing on the impact of individuals, he emphasizes the contingency of each event he 
describes. Accident and circumstance drive his story. This perspective does not accommodate the vital component of 
progressive interpretations: inevitability. Furthermore, Kishlansky's story is essentially a political narrative. He 
frequently dismisses the social and economic factors which progressives view as so influential in governmental 
development. The work itself is a combination of three stylistic techniques. To orient the audience for the narrative, 
the prologue and first two chapters analyze the social and political institutions of seventeenth-century Britain. The 
narrative itself dominates each of the succeeding eleven chapters, introduced in each by a dramatic vignette. By 
describing one of the most exciting or extraordinary events yet to come, these vignettes entice the reader to continue. 
Separating them from the main narrative are brief contextual introductions, similar to those of the first two chapters. 
Kishlansky also uses this analytical style in his disappointingly short four-page epilogue. Additionally, the title of this 
book is quite misleading. This is neither a history of the monarchy's transformation nor a history of Britain. In reality, 
Kishlansky recounts the transformation of the entire British governmental system. Also, while he does incorporate the 
roles of Scotland and Ireland into his story, he does so only from an English point of view. Added to this are only 
minor references to Britain's overseas colonies. Thus, a more appropriate title would be: A Government Transformed: 
England 1603-1714. Kishlansky's lack of citation is also troublesome. Though his extensive bibliography is 
impressive, it is not inclusive. He references general works on broad topics, yet his audience learns of specific events 
and people. If his readers become interested in researching any of the specific topics which he describes, his 
bibliography will prove only slightly more helpful than a library's card catalogue. Overall, Kishlansky accomplishes 
what he set out to do; he creates an interesting and coherent story which provides a solid base for further study. For 
people with a limited knowledge of the events that transpired during the seventeenth century, this is a clear 
introduction. This book is by no means comprehensive, but that was never the goal of the author. Its accessibility 
comes from its simplicity. After reading it, students are ready for and hopefully interested in more critical research in 
the field.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Interesting book but the author is no Antonia 
Fraser.Von Ein KundeIf, like me, you are interested in British history but not a hard core scholar, this one may be a bit 
on the dull side. However, I did manage to make my way through it without having to force myself to pick it up. It is 
well worth the effort.

KurzbeschreibungThe sixth of nine volumes in the major Penguin History of Britain series, A Monarchy Transformed 
narrates the tempestuous political events of the Stuart dynasty. It charts the reigns of six monarchs, and the course of 
two revolutions as well as religious upheavals that shook the beliefs of seventeenth-century Britons to the 
core.KurzbeschreibungThe sixth of nine volumes in the major Penguin History of Britain series, A Monarchy 
Transformed narrates the tempestuous political events of the Stuart dynasty. It charts the reigns of six monarchs, and 
the course of two revolutions as well as religious upheavals that shook the beliefs of seventeenth-century Britons to the 
core.Synopsis This is the sixth of nine volumes in "The Penguin History of Britain". This volume narrates the 
tempestuous political events of the Stuart dynasty. 


