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Von David Blackbourn, Geoff Eley : The Peculiarities of German History: Bourgeois Society and Politics in 
Nineteenth-Century Germany  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised The Peculiarities of German History: Bourgeois Society and Politics in Nineteenth-Century Germany: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The 
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Peculiarities of German HistoryVon Christopher MauceriFor historians of modern Germany, this book is essential 
reading. Refuting the long-standing Soderweg Thesis, Geoff Eley and David Blackbourn present a revisionist 
interpretation of the German bourgeoisie in the nineteenth century. The authors beautifully display the faults that are 
inherent in the Sonderweg, and illustrate how the German middle class was actually at the forefront of German politics 
and finance during this period. The implications of this idea is essential to understanding the course of German history 
in the twentieth century, particularly with regards to the ascent of the Nazis. I found Geoff Eley's half of the book to be 
the most useful. In addition to being the easier of the two sections to read, Eley's portion is less muddled in "technical 
jargon" that anyone who is not familiar with German history could understand. In summary, this book is highly 
recommended for anyone wishing to learn more about the development of modern Germany.

Kurzbeschreibung"A well-written, stimulating. . . piece of scholarship." -German Studies . In a major re-evaluation of 
the cultural, political, and sociological assumptions about the "peculiar" course of modern German history, the authors 
challenge the widely-held belief that Germany did not have a Western-style bourgeois revolution. Contending that it 
did indeed experience one, but that this had little to do with the mythical rising of the middle class, the authors provide 
a new context for viewing the tensions and instability of 19th-and early 20th-century Germany.Pressestimmen`It is a 
lucid tour de force illuminating innumerable aspects of European as well as of German history in a conflictive period. 
There can be no doubt that it will soon acquire classic status.' British Book News.Kurzbeschreibung"A well-written, 
stimulating. . . piece of scholarship." -German Studies . In a major re-evaluation of the cultural, political, and 
sociological assumptions about the "peculiar" course of modern German history, the authors challenge the widely-held 
belief that Germany did not have a Western-style bourgeois revolution. Contending that it did indeed experience one, 
but that this had little to do with the mythical rising of the middle class, the authors provide a new context for viewing 
the tensions and instability of 19th-and early 20th-century Germany. 


