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Von Donald Kagan : The Outbreak of the Peloponnesian War (A New History of the Peloponnesian War) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Outbreak of the 
Peloponnesian War (A New History of the Peloponnesian War): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. would 
make Thucydides proudVon H. ClayI am reviewing all 4 volumes in the series. Overall, an exceptionally thorough and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00B18ST1C


well researched work. The author's love of the subject matter is clearly evident. There is an assumption of reader 
familiarity with the subject, and I would read the Landmark Thucydides and Plutarch's Lives (on the Athenians) befor 
tackling these books. The first volume suffers from a lack of maps, which the other books rectify, and I thought that 
more information at the end on the aftermath of the Peloponnesian War was needed. These criticisms however do not 
distract from my admiration of a monumental effort. I recommend these books to anyone interested in ancient Greece, 
or military/political history.

KurzbeschreibungThe first volume of Donald Kagan's acclaimed four-volume history of the Peloponnesian War offers 
a new evaluation of the origins and causes of the conflict, based on evidence produced by modern scholarship and on a 
careful reconsideration of the ancient texts. He focuses his study on the question: Was the war inevitable, or could it 
have been avoided?Kagan takes issue with Thucydides' view that the war was inevitable, that the rise of the Athenian 
Empire in a world with an existing rival power made a clash between the two a certainty. Asserting instead that the 
origin of the war "cannot, without serious distortion, be treated in isolation from the internal history of the states 
involved," Kagan traces the connections between domestic politics, constitutional organization, and foreign affairs. He 
further examines the evidence to see what decisions were made that led to war, at each point asking whether a 
different decision would have been possible.Pressestimmen"Kagan's book is based on complete control of both the 
ancient evidence and modern scholarship." Choice""Kagan's book is a contribution of considerable distinction, 
scrupulously fair, carefully argued, and lucidly written. And, what is more, it is persuasive. . . . Kagan sets out the 
story in detail and with acumen. The case has been adumbrated before but never presented with such thoroughness." 
Journal of Interdisciplinary History""A profound analysis of the relation of strategy to politics, a sympathetic but 
searching critique of Thucydides' masterpiece, and a trenchant assessment of the voluminous modern literature on the 
war." Bernard Knox, The Atlantic Monthly (reviewing the four-volume series)""The temptation to acclaim Kagan's 
four volumes as the foremost work of history produced in North America in the twentieth century is vivid. . . . Here is 
an achievement that not only honors the criteria of dispassion and of unstinting scruple which mark the best of modern 
historicism but honors its readers. To read Kagan's 'History of the Peloponnesian War' at the present hour is to be 
almost unbearably tested." George Steiner, The New Yorker (reviewing the four-volume series)""Kagan's book is 
based on complete control of both the ancient evidence and modern scholarship."--Choice"Kagan's book is a 
contribution of considerable distinction, scrupulously fair, carefully argued, and lucidly written. And, what is more, it 
is persuasive. . . . Kagan sets out the story in detail and with acumen. The case has been adumbrated before--but never 
presented with such thoroughness."--Journal of Interdisciplinary History"A profound analysis of the relation of 
strategy to politics, a sympathetic but searching critique of Thucydides' masterpiece, and a trenchant assessment of the 
voluminous modern literature on the war."--Bernard Knox, The Atlantic Monthly (reviewing the four-volume 
series)"The temptation to acclaim Kagan's four volumes as the foremost work of history produced in North America in 
the twentieth century is vivid. . . . Here is an achievement that not only honors the criteria of dispassion and of 
unstinting scruple which mark the best of modern historicism but honors its readers. To read Kagan's 'History of the 
Peloponnesian War' at the present hour is to be almost unbearably tested."--George Steiner, The New Yorker 
(reviewing the four-volume series)KurzbeschreibungThe first volume of Donald Kagan's acclaimed four-volume 
history of the Peloponnesian War offers a new evaluation of the origins and causes of the conflict, based on evidence 
produced by modern scholarship and on a careful reconsideration of the ancient texts. He focuses his study on the 
question: Was the war inevitable, or could it have been avoided?Kagan takes issue with Thucydides' view that the war 
was inevitable, that the rise of the Athenian Empire in a world with an existing rival power made a clash between the 
two a certainty. Asserting instead that the origin of the war "cannot, without serious distortion, be treated in isolation 
from the internal history of the states involved," Kagan traces the connections between domestic politics, 
constitutional organization, and foreign affairs. He further examines the evidence to see what decisions were made that 
led to war, at each point asking whether a different decision would have been possible. 


