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Von James Joll, Gordon Martel : The Origins of the First World War (Origins Of Modern Wars)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Origins of the First World 
War (Origins Of Modern Wars): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Very 
Good OverviewVon R. AlbinThis is a concise and well written introduction to the history and historiography of the 1st 
World War. Joll does an excellent job of reviewing the opening of the war and the background of the European 
diplomatic system. He then presents a series of critical chapters reviewing the some of the proposed causes of the war 
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including imperial rivalries, capitalist competition, and domestic political needs. Joll is judicious and evenhanded in 
his analysis and leaves readers with the conclusion that there was not one or even a few causes of the war. Instead, 
readers gain a clear picture of the complexities and instability of European society prior to the war.

KurzbeschreibungJames Joll's study is not simply another narrative, retracing the powder trail that was finally ignited 
at Sarajevo. It is an ambitious and wide-ranging analysis of the historical forces at work in the Europe of 1914, and the 
very different ways in which historians have subsequently attempted to understand them. The importance of the theme, 
the breadth and sympathy of James Joll's scholarship, and the clarity of his exposition, have all contributed to the 
spectacular success of the book since its first appearance in 1984. Revised by Gordon Martel, this new 3rd edition 
accommodates recent research and an expanded further reading section.Pressestimmen s of the second edition: ...a 
short and masterly book.' Douglas Johnson, "New Society" ...this scholarly, comprehensive and subtle analysis should 
be made compulsory reading for all students of the period and, most of all, for the decision-makers of today.' John F V 
Keiger, "History " This succinct and, above all, admirably clear volume...will be essential reading for all students of 
the subject, from the sixth form onwards. It is written with a lightness of touch and an eye for the telling anecdote that 
will commend it to the general reader, too.' F R Bridge, "British Book News " ...it will not provide (readers) with an 
easy one-sentence answer to the question What caused the Great War?' But after reading it, they should have a better 
sense of the intricate web of history and of the dangers of producing simple answers to complex issues...' Paul 
Kennedy, "New York of Books"KurzbeschreibungJames Joll's study is not simply another narrative, retracing the 
powder trail that was finally ignited at Sarajevo. It is an ambitious and wide-ranging analysis of the historical forces at 
work in the Europe of 1914, and the very different ways in which historians have subsequently attempted to 
understand them. The importance of the theme, the breadth and sympathy of James Joll's scholarship, and the clarity of 
his exposition, have all contributed to the spectacular success of the book since its first appearance in 1984. Revised 
by Gordon Martel, this new 3rd edition accommodates recent research and an expanded further reading section. 


