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Von Henry Friedlander : The Origins of Nazi Genocide: From Euthanasia to the Final Solution  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Origins of Nazi 
Genocide: From Euthanasia to the Final Solution: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. What we 
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don't remember can kill us.Von Kayla RigneyFrom Euthanasia to Genocide is a very very small step. This book is the 
best and wisest on the subject. It illustrates exactly how easy it was for Nazis to use the American psuedo-science of 
"eugenics" to aclimate Germany to "life unworthy of life." How simple to use the idea of "mercy death" to rid society 
of "useless eaters." The members of T4 were ruthless in their quest to define and rid Nazi Germany of deformed 
infants, the mentally ill, the deaf, the old, the young, the indigent, the DIFFERENT. No marginalised group was 
safe.Of the killing centers, Hadamar is the best known -- a hub, so to speak. Nobody really knows how many people 
were gassed there. The buses arrived like clockwork, on schedule... Day in; day out.Significantly, there was little 
civilian protest until T4 moved on to private Christian instutions. The "euthenasia" program was halted "officially" 
after several churches protested the gassings of institutionalised patients. (Unofffically, the program went on until 
AFTER the end of the war!) The members of T4 were absorbed into the killing machine known as the Final Solution. 
Which, of course, was the goal all along....I reread The Origins of Nazi Genocide periodically just to remind myself 
that ANYONE can be marginalised -- including me and thee.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Extremely informative and fascinatingVon Ein KundeFriedlander presents the information in a form that will bring 
everything to life. A must read for all interested in the Holocaust.

KurzbeschreibungTracing the rise of racist and eugenic ideologies, Henry Friedlander explores in chilling detail how 
the Nazi program of secretly exterminating the handicapped and disabled evolved into the systematic destruction of 
Jews and Gypsies. He describes how the so-called euthanasia of the handicapped provided a practical model for the 
later mass murder, thereby initiating the Holocaust.The Nazi regime pursued the extermination of Jews, Gypsies, and 
the handicapped based on a belief in the biological, and thus absolute, inferiority of those groups. To document the 
connection between the assault on the handicapped and the Final Solution, Friedlander shows how the legal 
restrictions and exclusionary policies of the 1930s, including mass sterilization, led to mass murder during the war. He 
also makes clear that the killing centers where the handicapped were gassed and cremated served as the models for the 
extermination camps.Based on extensive archival research, the book also analyzes the involvement of the German 
bureaucracy and judiciary, the participation of physicians and scientists, and the nature of popular 
opposition.PressestimmenNever is a speculation presented without masses of material to back it up. It is a substantial 
book."Holocaust and Genocide Studies""If one has time to read only one book among the recent works on Nazi 
euthanasia, this is it. Christopher R. Browning, "Times Literary Supplement""Friedlander has written an excellent 
piece of historical research which establishes the similarities of the fates of three victim groups."Jewish History""Well 
researched, remarkably balanced in its judgments, and full of fresh insights. It deserves the widest possible 
readership."Journal of Modern History"""One of the distinguishing features of this study is the meticulous description 
of the administration of the euthanasia program.Gordon A. Craig, "New York of Books""If one has time to read only 
one book among the recent works on Nazi euthanasia, this is it. Christopher R. Browning, "Times Literary 
Supplement"Well researched, remarkably balanced in its judgments, and full of fresh insights. It deserves the widest 
possible readership."Journal of Modern History"One of the distinguishing features of this study is the meticulous 
description of the administration of the euthanasia program.Gordon A. Craig, "New York of 
Books"KurzbeschreibungTracing the rise of racist and eugenic ideologies, Henry Friedlander explores in chilling 
detail how the Nazi program of secretly exterminating the handicapped and disabled evolved into the systematic 
destruction of Jews and Gypsies. He describes how the so-called euthanasia of the handicapped provided a practical 
model for the later mass murder, thereby initiating the Holocaust.The Nazi regime pursued the extermination of Jews, 
Gypsies, and the handicapped based on a belief in the biological, and thus absolute, inferiority of those groups. To 
document the connection between the assault on the handicapped and the Final Solution, Friedlander shows how the 
legal restrictions and exclusionary policies of the 1930s, including mass sterilization, led to mass murder during the 
war. He also makes clear that the killing centers where the handicapped were gassed and cremated served as the 
models for the extermination camps.Based on extensive archival research, the book also analyzes the involvement of 
the German bureaucracy and judiciary, the participation of physicians and scientists, and the nature of popular 
opposition. 


