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Von Lisa Rosner : The Most Beautiful Man in Existence: The Scandalous Life of Alexander Lesassier  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Most Beautiful Man in 
Existence: The Scandalous Life of Alexander Lesassier: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A most 
charming Rogue; or, why house calls cost ExtraVon A. P. LarsonWhat a modern occurrence: a young man works only 
enough to get by, seduces every lovely young thing he can, spends himself into bankruptcy, and abuses his 
professional position, all the while wondering with complete innocence why the world isn't beating a path to his door. 
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But Rosner's book isn't a comedy of 20th-century errors; it's the tale of a Regency-era stud who badly needed to be 
disabused of his notions. Fear not. He never was. Each few pages brings some fresh misadventure, in which the good 
doctor thinks he's found the perfect source of free money or true love, while you, the reader, are already squirming in 
anticipation of disaster. Here's a taste: Lesassier's specialty is obstetrics, at which he actually was quite competent. 
However, there was that little problem with him seducing his patients. This book does take a certain amount of 
attention to read. Published for the academic community, it's page after page of small print and few illustrations. It's 
well worth the effort.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Fascinating tale of life as left out by 
Jane AustenVon Ein KundeThis is a remarkably engaging tale based on the in-depth study of an 18th century 
physician's voluminous diary. In this actual history that reads like a page-turning novel, Rosner brings to life an 
ambitious, social climbing man from his youth and his training through a career marked by multiple scandals. A reader 
is forced to wonder how much the world of the protagonist's sexual pecadillos and ambitious exploitative 
manipulations are reflected behind the scenes in today's medical world. The author has turned scrupulous historical 
scholarship into a fully engrossing read.

Kurzbeschreibung1833, Catherine Jane Hamilton returned from India to Edinburgh to seek a divorce from her 
husband, the physician Alexander Lesassier. The charge was adultery, and proof for it lay in a trunk containing her 
husband's personal papers. Catherine won her suit without difficulty and the trunk was deposited in the library of the 
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. Alexander Lesassier died in 1839 during the First Afghan War; his trunk 
and its contents remained untouched for the next century and a half.It has now been opened and a remarkable tale, told 
in remarkable detail, has spilled forth. The life of Alexander Lesassier, as expertly reconstructed by Lisa Rosner, 
affords startling insight into the sensibilities of an era and of the man who, in his own eyes and those of the women 
who adored him, was its most perfect creation.Affable and self-absorbed, engaging and ignoble Lesassier was a 
physician, military surgeon, and novelist, who was also a shameless opportunist, charming scoundrel, seducer, and 
survivor. His is the story of a failed medical man who wanted to be something different and saw himself as entitled to 
more than he had; someone who can always be guaranteed to make the wrong choice, and then protest that he has done 
well.This fascinating and deeply absorbing book offers rare insights into Georgian, Regency, and early Victorian 
Britain through the fortunes and misfortunes, hopes and whims, of "the most beautiful man in 
existence."Pressestimmen"A reassuring reminder that no single era has a corner on sexual license."--"Boston 
Globe""Remarkable. . . . Reading this book is a bit like stumbling across a new Pepys, or discovering the journals of 
James Boswell."--Roy Porter, author of "London: A Social History""Lesassier is a rogue more likely to pop up as a 
character in a Restoration comedy than anywhere else. But in historian Lisa Rosner's hands, the trunk full of journals 
he left behind provides fresh insights into the development of the medical profession and English society in the early 
1800s."--"Boston Globe""The very individuals--who had not even dreamed of practice long after I had commenced . . . 
riding through the Town while I am still walking in the rain mud! But, I deserve it all! Yet, I often wonder that my 
courage does not completely sink within me, when I compare what I might have been, with what I am."--Alexander 
Lesassier, February 20, 1826"We are here given a vivid picture of the medical profession at the time, an officer's life 
in the British Army, and what may have been one of the more dissolute lives of the period. We follow our often-
scandalous hero from medical training to his efforts to obtain an army commission to his service in places from 
Gibraltar to India, where he died in the first Afghan War in 1839."--"Library Journal""Remarkable. . . . Reading this 
book is a bit like stumbling across a new Pepys, or discovering the journals of James Boswell."--Roy Porter, author of 
"London: A Social History""A reassuring reminder that no single era has a corner on sexual license."--"Boston 
Globe""The very individuals--who had not even dreamed of practice long after I had commenced . . . riding through 
the Town while I am still walking in the rain mud! But, I deserve it all! Yet, I often wonder that my courage does not 
completely sink within me, when I compare what I might have been, with what I am."--Alexander Lesassier, February 
20, 1826"Lesassier is a rogue more likely to pop up as a character in a Restoration comedy than anywhere else. But in 
historian Lisa Rosner's hands, the trunk full of journals he left behind provides fresh insights into the development of 
the medical profession and English society in the early 1800s."--"Boston Globe""We are here given a vivid picture of 
the medical profession at the time, an officer's life in the British Army, and what may have been one of the more 
dissolute lives of the period. We follow our often-scandalous hero from medical training to his efforts to obtain an 
army commission to his service in places from Gibraltar to India, where he died in the first Afghan War in 1839."--
"Library Journal""Lesassier is a rogue more likely to pop up as a character in a Restoration comedy than anywhere 
else. But in historian Lisa Rosner's hands, the trunk full of journals he left behind provides fresh insights into the 
development of the medical profession and English society in the early 1800s." "Boston Globe"""Remarkable. . . . 
Reading this book is a bit like stumbling across a new Pepys, or discovering the journals of James Boswell." Roy 
Porter, author of "London: A Social History"""We are here given a vivid picture of the medical profession at the time, 
an officer's life in the British Army, and what may have been one of the more dissolute lives of the period. We follow 



our often-scandalous hero from medical training to his efforts to obtain an army commission to his service in places 
from Gibraltar to India, where he died in the first Afghan War in 1839." "Library Journal"""A reassuring reminder that 
no single era has a corner on sexual license." "Boston Globe"""Remarkable. . . . Reading this book is a bit like 
stumbling across a new Pepys, or discovering the journals of James Boswell."--Roy Porter, author of London: A Social 
History"Lesassier is a rogue more likely to pop up as a character in a Restoration comedy than anywhere else. But in 
historian Lisa Rosner's hands, the trunk full of journals he left behind provides fresh insights into the development of 
the medical profession and English society in the early 1800s."--Boston Globe"A reassuring reminder that no single 
era has a corner on sexual license."--Boston Globe"We are here given a vivid picture of the medical profession at the 
time, an officer's life in the British Army, and what may have been one of the more dissolute lives of the period. We 
follow our often-scandalous hero from medical training to his efforts to obtain an army commission to his service in 
places from Gibraltar to India, where he died in the first Afghan War in 1839."--Library 
JournalKurzbeschreibung1833, Catherine Jane Hamilton returned from India to Edinburgh to seek a divorce from her 
husband, the physician Alexander Lesassier. The charge was adultery, and proof for it lay in a trunk containing her 
husband's personal papers. Catherine won her suit without difficulty and the trunk was deposited in the library of the 
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. Alexander Lesassier died in 1839 during the First Afghan War; his trunk 
and its contents remained untouched for the next century and a half.It has now been opened and a remarkable tale, told 
in remarkable detail, has spilled forth. The life of Alexander Lesassier, as expertly reconstructed by Lisa Rosner, 
affords startling insight into the sensibilities of an era and of the man who, in his own eyes and those of the women 
who adored him, was its most perfect creation.Affable and self-absorbed, engaging and ignoble Lesassier was a 
physician, military surgeon, and novelist, who was also a shameless opportunist, charming scoundrel, seducer, and 
survivor. His is the story of a failed medical man who wanted to be something different and saw himself as entitled to 
more than he had; someone who can always be guaranteed to make the wrong choice, and then protest that he has done 
well.This fascinating and deeply absorbing book offers rare insights into Georgian, Regency, and early Victorian 
Britain through the fortunes and misfortunes, hopes and whims, of "the most beautiful man in existence." 


