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Von Ben Macintyre : The Man Who Would Be King: The First American in Afghanistan  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Man Who Would Be King: The First 
American in Afghanistan: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen8 von 8 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
different side of KiplingVon Ein KundeWhile they are quite enjoyable, most of the stories in this collection pale when 
compared to the author's later works, such as the Jungle Books and Just So Stories. There are definite traces of his 
trademark wit, but only "The Man Who Would Be King" stands comparison to his more well known pieces. It's an 
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excellent story, and as I was reading it, I couldn't help but think it was the spiritual cousin to Twain's A Connecticut 
Yankee in King Arthur's Court. If you enjoyed one, you'll enjoy the other, as both share the theme of regular men 
reaping the consequences of forcing civilization on people. A good black comedy.

KurzbeschreibungThe Riveting Account of the American Who Inspired Kipling's Classic Tale and the John Huston 
MovieIn the year 1838, a young adventurer, surrounded by his native troops and mounted on an elephant, raised the 
American flag on the summit of the Hindu Kush in the mountainous wilds of Afghanistan. He declared himself Prince 
of Ghor, Lord of the Hazarahs, spiritual and military heir to Alexander the Great.The true story of Josiah Harlan, a 
Pennsylvania Quaker and the first American ever to enter Afghanistan, has never been told before, yet the life and 
writings of this extraordinary man echo down the centuries, as America finds itself embroiled once more in the land he 
first explored and described 180 years ago.Soldier, spy, doctor, naturalist, traveler, and writer, Josiah Harlan wanted to 
be a king, with all the imperialist hubris of his times. In an extraordinary twenty-year journey around Central Asia, he 
was variously employed as surgeon to the Maharaja of Punjab, revolutionary agent for the exiled Afghan king, and 
then commander in chief of the Afghan armies. In 1838, he set off in the footsteps of Alexander the Great across the 
Hindu Kush and forged his own kingdom, only to be ejected from Afghanistan a few months later by the invading 
British.Using a trove of newly discovered documents and Harlan's own unpublished journals, Ben Macintyre's The 
Man Who Would Be King tells the astonishing true story of the man who would be the first and last American 
king.From Publishers WeeklyWhile many know Sean Connery as "The Man Who Would Be King," few know 19th-
century maverick Josiah Harlan, whose adventures probably inspired John Huston's version of Kipling's tale. But the 
research of British journalist Macintyre (The Englishman's Daughter) gives readers both Harlan's story and a thought-
provoking perspective on the history of superpower intervention in Afghanistan. Born to a Pennsylvania Quaker 
family in 1799, the self-educated Harlan studied Greek and Roman history before becoming a Freemason and shipping 
out to Calcutta at age 21. Jilted by his fiance, Harlan decided to seek his fortune on the Asian subcontinent. Calling 
himself a doctor, he briefly served as a military surgeon with the British army in the Burma War, before tales of 
Afghanistan fired his imagination. Disguised as a Muslim holy man, Harlan wheeled and dealed his way to Kabul, 
buying up mercenaries and bribing tribal leaders like a seasoned Afghan warlord. In 1838, Harlan was crowned king 
of the fierce Hazara people, although the British overthrow of the sitting Afghan ruler soon forced his departure. While 
mapping Harlan's adventures, Macintyre entertains readers with odd episodes (e.g., Harlan visiting an Afghan sauna 
fueled by burning night soil) and myriad ironies (e.g., Freemason Harlan trading secrets with an old Rosicrucian 
sorcerer in an Afghan cave). Harlan's story alone is fascinating, but its resonance with modern-day strugglesHarlan 
urging the British to try "fiscal diplomacy" (i.e., gold) instead of "invading and subjugating an unoffending 
people"makes it compelling. Maps not seen by PW. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier 
Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistIn the nineteenth century, just as it is in the twenty-first, Afghanistan was a 
brutal, chaotic, and dangerous land. Then, agents of the Russian and British empires schemed for control of the 
country. Into this volatile mix, an unlikely but compelling character inserted himself. Josiah Harlan was raised in a 
prosperous, pious Quaker family in rural Pennsylvania. As an energetic, insatiably curious boy, he was enthralled with 
the exploits of Alexander the Great. His fascination with Alexander and the lands of Central Asia led him to a series of 
military adventures in Afghanistan and the Northwest Frontier region that had remarkable parallels with some of the 
tales told in Rudyard Kipling's classic short story "The Man Who Would Be King." Macintyre, a columnist for the 
Times of London, tells this story with zest, aplomb, and just a touch of sadness. Harlan was an unusual combination of 
romanticism and hardheaded practicality, and his encounters with a variety of British imperialists, double-dealing 
mercenaries, and emirs with a penchant for torture make for a thrilling real-life yarn. Jay FreemanCopyright American 
Library Association. All rights reserved 


