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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. What
Might Have Been...Or Could ItV on James Gallen"L et us pray that peace be now restored to the world and that God
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will preserve it always." So prayed Gen. Douglas MacArthur at the surrender ceremony aboard the U. S. S. Missouri
but the hope for peace swiftly foundered amidst the barely suppressed distrust and hostility among the Soviet Union
and its erstwhile allies. Was peace possible? Was the Cold, sometimes hot, War, an inevitable consequence of the
world situation or could it have been averted? Whose actions, suspicions and miscal culations squandered the
opportunity? "Robert Dallek's "The L ost Peace seeks to explore these and other questions. The story began not in
Tokyo Bay but in the closing days of World War 11 and Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill divided up the post-war world.
In fact the ground work islaid long before that with biographical surveys of those three giants of history aswell as
Harry Truman who would replace FDR. Shortly it would be Harry and "Uncle Joe" who would set the tone for the
post-war world.Truman entered the scene as the protg of Boss Tom Pendergast who came out of howhere, although he
was not as unqualified as many presumed. He had something to prove to Stalin, Churchill, and himself, that he could
fill the shoes of the great Roosevelt, could defend American interests and still pursue the dreamed for peace. His
experience with Stalin would soon lead to an intense distrust that would set the tone for forty years.Stalin expressed
his condolences on Roosevelt's death by describing him as "a great statesman, a clever educated, far-sighted and
liberal leader who prolonged the life of capitalism." After meeting Truman at Potsdam he said "They couldn't be
compared. Truman's neither educated nor clever." While at Potsdam Truman learned of the successful test of the
atomic bomb. He had to make the decision to use it and how much to tell the Soviets. The possession of the bomb
became a crucial factor in great power politics with the U. S. and U.S.S.R. seeing it as creating an unequal negotiating
position that was exploited by the Americans and caused apprehension among the Russians.Dallek takes the reader
through the events and personalities that shaped the years between the end of World War 11 and the advent of the
Eisenhower administration. Churchill gave his Iron Curtain speech, MacArthur fought brilliantly and overstepped his
authority tragically, George Marshall gave his name to the plan that saved Europe from Communism, Joseph
McCarthy raised the level of the Red Menace, Kim Il Sung, Sygman Rhee and Mao made high stakes advances and
bluffsin Korea, all the while Harry and Joe managed their domestic politics as they competed on the world stage. By
the end of the book Stalin was dead, Truman discredited and out of office and it remained for their successorsto bring
peace to Korea and manage East-West rivalry by other means. There legacies would guide and shape the terms of John
Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson and both Bushes. This book is revisionist history in that it does not adhere to the normal
legend of the military alliances that contained Communism and preserved freedom. It raises the queries of whether a
more cooperative attitude at Potsdam might have gotten things to a better start, whether defending Korea, and
advancing into North Korea were really good ideas and whether establishing NATO forced a responsive Warsaw Pact
that held Europein a hair-trigger grid-lock for decades. Stalin's miscal culations are not over looked, particularly his
ideathat the Korean War would prevent a U.S. build-up in Europe when that is exactly what occurred. Dallek draws
heavily on the writings and thoughts of Soviet expert George Keenan who seems to have believed that aless
confrontational approach to the Soviets might have avoided some of the unpleasantness of that era. "The Lost Peace"
isan excellent and helpful study of an important but often over looked era.

Kurzbeschreibung"Robert Dallek brings to this majestic work a profound understanding of history, a deep engagement
in foreign policy, and alifetime of studying leadership. The story of what went wrong during the postwar periodhas
never been more intelligently explored.” Doris Kearns Goodwin, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Team of
RivalsRobert Dalleck follows his bestselling Nixon and Kissenger: Partnersin Power and An Unfinished Life: John F.
Kennedy, 1917-1963 with this masterful account of the crucial period that shaped the postwar world. As the Obama
Administration struggles to define its strategy for the wars in Afghanistan and Irag, Dallek's critical and compelling
look at Truman, Churchill, Stalin, and other world leaders in the wake of World War Il not only offers important
historical perspective but provides timely insight on America's course into the future.PressestimmenAn excellent book.
(The New York Times Book )A perceptive work. . . . Veteran historian Dallek delivers a shrewd analysis of why
world leaders failed to deliver abetter world. (Publishers Weekly)Bound to provoke debate, Dalleks tome should
engage the readership for world palitics. (Booklist)Robert Dallek brings to this majestic work a profound
understanding of history, a deep engagement in foreign policy, and alifetime of studying leadership. This seminal
work deserves widespread attention. (Doris Kearns Goodwin)Kurzbeschreibung”Robert Dallek bringsto this majestic
work a profound understanding of history, a deep engagement in foreign policy, and alifetime of studying leadership.
The story of what went wrong during the postwar periodhas never been more intelligently explored." Doris Kearns
Goodwin, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Team of RivalsRobert Dalleck follows his bestselling Nixon and
Kissenger: Partnersin Power and An Unfinished Life: John F. Kennedy, 1917-1963 with this masterful account of the
crucial period that shaped the postwar world. As the Obama Administration struggles to define its strategy for the wars
in Afghanistan and Iraq, Dallek's critical and compelling look at Truman, Churchill, Stalin, and other world leadersin
the wake of World War 1l not only offers important historical perspective but provides timely insight on America's



course into the future.



