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Von Rick Atkinson : TheLong Gray Line: The American Journey of West Point's Class of 1966 before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Long Gray Line: The
American Journey of West Point's Class of 1966:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Fine
LineVon Tim HolderAtkinson did a wonderful job with this book. Atkinson wrote about the West Point Class of 1966,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004BDOSSW

following the lives of the men during their years at West Point, through Vietnam, and beyond. As he told a fascinating
tale of the cultural changesin our country from the 1960's to the 1980's, he attacked a few Hollywood myths about the
Vietnam experience. For one example, the army was not full of unhappy druggies at the time.Atkinson shared
anecdotes about many people, but he followed most closely the story of three. One was George Crocker, an army
career man; then there was Tom Carhart, whose attitude towards the Vietham War and the army went through peaks
and valleys; and finally there was Jack Wheeler, who liked the army, but did not want to fight. To further flesh out our
understanding of life in the army for the West Point graduate of 1966, Atkinson went into great detail on the lives of a
couple of people who never served in the army. The two were a minister who worked at the West Point Chapel even
though he was a civilian and awidow of an officer who survived Vietnam only to be killed in a border incident
between North and South Korea.The book was very well done, but it was not without flaw. Of course this problem
might not have been possible to solve, given the scope of the work. Asthe lives of the graduates unfolded over the
years, and Atkinson switched from one person's story to update another, it was sometimes hard to keep all the names
straight. It was occasionally difficult to remember all the back story of someone and fit the new developments within
the appropriate context. Again, this probably could not have been helped, since Atkinson wanted to cast his net as
wide as possible to show uswhat life was really like for these people. He obviously could not narrow his focus without
losing a part of the big picture. This book was great for pleasure reading, but it was informative enough to serve asa
wonderful resource for students of military history, Vietham, and/or lifein AMericain the 1960's and 1970's.0 von O
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Superb History-Snapshot of an Eravon Kevin F. Kileyl found out
about this book when it first came out and | was stationed in Washington DC. It was of immediate interest to me, as
my brother, amember of the West Point Class of 1964, had been killed in action in Vietnam, and was mentioned in the
book. | called the author introduced myself and told him how much | liked the book and who | was.Rick Atkinson is
not only a superb author, he is afine man, and this book is an accurate tribute to, not only the class he chroniclesin the
story, but to the American fighting man in Vietanm as awhole.lf you want an even, unbiased account of part of the
war in Vietnam, thisisit. It is much better than the highly touted Bright Shining Lie, of which | don't think too highly,
and is one of the best books written on Vietnam. Atkinson tells the tale with aplomb, wit, empathy, and just plain good
writing. Accurate and entertaining, you really can't put it down.| have also read his book Crusade on the Gulf War, of
which | was a participant, and it was the best book | read on the subject. If the book iswritten by Rick Atkinson, buy it
and read it-you won't be disappointed.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Inspirational, Tragic,
Exceptional . . .Von Ein KundeSo go the experiences of the honorable men of the USMA class of 1966. As someone
who recently began the process of becoming an Army Officer, | approached this book with perhaps a heightened sense
of curiosity . . . and | was overwhelmed. Mr. Atkinson has skillfully captured both the demons and angels of these
brave men'slives. One moment you're struck by the horror of war (and, naturally, its aftermath) and the often difficult
life of the young officer, the next you are inspired by acts of heroism and tremendous courage, or just the wonderful
spirit humans can summon in extraordinary situations. With every page, "The Long Gray Line" proves engrossing and
revelatory. Vauable for miltary personnel and enthusiasts, history fans -- and just about anyone who can appreciate an
inspirational yet often tragic story exceptionally well told. Truly, an achievement worthy of the men of '66, their
brothersin armsand all of their their sacrifices.

KurzbeschreibungThe first trade paperback edition of the New Y ork Times best-seller about West Point's Class of
1966, by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Rick Atkinson.Thisisthe story of the twenty-five-year adventure of the
generation of officerswho fought in Vietnam. With novelistic detail, Atkinson tells the story of West Point's Class of
1966 primarily through the experiences of three classmates and the women they loved--from the boisterous cadet years
and youthful romances to the fires of Vietham, where dozens of their classmates died and hundreds more grew
disillusioned, to the hard peace and family adjustments that followed. Therich cast of characters includes Douglas
MacArthur, William Westmoreland, and a score of other memorable figures. The West Point Class of 1966 straddled a
fault line in American history, and Rick Atkinson's masterly book speaks for a generation of American men and
women about innocence, patriotism, and the price we pay for our dreams.From Library Journal Atkinson joins a host of
journalists and military men who have tried to explain the impact of Vietnam on the U.S. Army. His approach isto
examine the experiences of the West Point Class of 1966, asking whether or not the traditional West Point dictum of
"Duty, Honor, Country" is still relevant in the post-Vietnam era. Focusing on a half dozen or so cadets, Atkinson
shows how their careers epitomized the problems faced by their generation and by members of their profession.

During the quarter century after graduation, 30 members of the class died in Vietnam; survivors led competing
factions of the movement to build a Vietnam War Memorial, commanded battalions in Grenada, and worked in the
scandal-ridden defense industry. Atkinson provides a sophisticated, moving, and exciting journalistic account of the
attempts of one West Point class to apply to real life the lessons they learned at the academy. Previewed in Prepub
Alert, LJ 6/1/89.- James Marten, Marquette Univ., MilwaukeeCopyright 1989 Reed Business Information,



Inc.Pressestimmen™Enormously rich in detail and written with a novelists brilliance A very moving book." James
Salter, The Washington Post Book World"A story of epic proportions [and] awesome feat of biographical
reconstruction A difficult book to put down."Cullen Murphy, The Boston Globe"The Long Gray Lineisaprofoundly
moving sagain which the U.S. Military Academy at West Point stands center stage. In mufti or olive drab, at peace or
war, amidst joy or grief, in life or death, the academy shapes all. The author has captured its ethos. If you want to see a
slice of the nations manhood in a drama of troubled times and find its heart, feel its emotions, sense its dilemmas, then
read this book. It is a stunning story."Colin L. Powell"More of a biography of a generation than of a class at West
Point Stark, shocking, jolting."John Eisenhower, Chicago Tribune (front page review)"Journalism elevated to narrative
history, abook like Neil Sheehan's Pulitzer Prize-winning A Bright Shining Lie. But better."USA Today"A work as
masterfully executed as it was conceived."Philadel phia Inquirer



