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Von Plutarch : The Lives of the Noble Grecians and Romans, Volume I: (A Modern Library E-Book)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Lives of the Noble 
Grecians and Romans, Volume I: (A Modern Library E-Book): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Plutarch 
enlightens as well as informs.Von Lance KirbyAs well as being a great historian Plutarch was a philosopher who used 
the examples of good and infamous men alike to reinforce his conception of morality and what the best in a man can 
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truly be. Unlike other classical historians, he doesn't just except stories about individuals at face value but always 
mentions conflicting facts in the historical record. He often digresses in mid narrative, but never to the reader's 
frustration, as it is always with an eye to the social practice's and political enviroment of the people of whom he writes, 
analyzing deeply with an anecdote here or an quotation there the merits and demerits of that society, and leaving us 
with a clearer picture of the classical mind-set as well as we might know it. As for the translation of Dryden which my 
fellow reviewer below much bemoans, I can only say that as a classic of English prose style it ranks only second to 
Gibbon and reminds us that Plutarch means not just to educate, but to delight and entertain as well; such an 
achievement is not easily matched without the advantage of genius.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. Dryden's PlutarchVon Ein KundeIn response to the review below:"Simple pleasure" is worth something; 
Dryden's Plutarch, promoted in "yet another" publication, is worth even more.? This translation by this talented poet is 
rendered "useless" by the absence of "reference numbers"? Plutarch is not about "indexing", but about morality, 
courage, and fate. This is an excellent book, by an excellent translator, and it is good to know that so many publishers 
are interested in keeping it alive.

KurzbeschreibungPlutarch's 'Parallel Lives,' written at the beginning of the second century A.D., form a brilliant social 
history of the ancient world. They were originally presented in a series of books that gave an account of one Greek and 
one Roman life, followed by a comparison of the two: Theseus and Romulus, Alcibiades and Coriolanus, 
Demosthenes and Cicero, Demetrius and Antony. Plutarch was interested in the personalities of his subjects and on the 
way their characters molded their actions, leading them to tragedy or victory. He was a moralist of the highest order. 'It 
was for the sake of others that I first commenced writing biographies,' he says, 'but I find myself proceeding and 
attaching myself to it for my own; the virtues of these great men serving me as a sort of looking-glass, in which I may 
see how to adjust and adorn my own life.' Plutarch was a man of immense erudition who had traveled widely 
throughout the Roman Empire, and the Lives are richly anecdotal and full of detail. They were the principal source of 
Shakespeare's Roman plays.Pressestimmen"A Bible for heroes."From the Trade Paperback 
edition.KurzbeschreibungPlutarch's 'Parallel Lives,' written at the beginning of the second century A.D., form a 
brilliant social history of the ancient world. They were originally presented in a series of books that gave an account of 
one Greek and one Roman life, followed by a comparison of the two: Theseus and Romulus, Alcibiades and 
Coriolanus, Demosthenes and Cicero, Demetrius and Antony. Plutarch was interested in the personalities of his 
subjects and on the way their characters molded their actions, leading them to tragedy or victory. He was a moralist of 
the highest order. 'It was for the sake of others that I first commenced writing biographies,' he says, 'but I find myself 
proceeding and attaching myself to it for my own; the virtues of these great men serving me as a sort of looking-glass, 
in which I may see how to adjust and adorn my own life.' Plutarch was a man of immense erudition who had traveled 
widely throughout the Roman Empire, and the Lives are richly anecdotal and full of detail. They were the principal 
source of Shakespeare's Roman plays. 


