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Von Ernst Pawel : The Labyrinth of Exile: A Life of Theodor Herzl  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Labyrinth of Exile: A Life of Theodor Herzl: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Interesting study of Zionism and its first leaderVon Ein KundePawel attempts and largely succeeds at placing Herzl 
and the Zionist movement in its historical and cultural setting. He thoroughly and without sentiment unveils the 
conflicts and crises that drove Herzl to become the international leader of Zionism. The rise of Jewish nationalist 
sentiment and the personalities involved in its emergence are well presented. I especially enjoyed the depiction of the 
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Vienna of Herzl's era. I recommend it for readers with an interest in the origins of the Zionist movement and its 
uniquely gifted leader, Theodor Herzl.

Kurzbeschreibung"At the age of thirty-five, the fashionable Viennese playwright and journalist Theodor Herzl 
fantasized about the collective conversion of the Jews in a mass ceremony at the cathedral of St. Stephen. By the time 
he died, a mere nine years later, he had redefined Jewish identity in terms of a modern secular faith and created a 
national movement which, within less than half a century, led to the foundation of the Jewish state." So begins Ernst 
Pawel's remarkable study of Herzl. In The Labyrinth of Exile Pawel restores the vital link between the myth of the 
founding father of Zionism and the human being and demonstrates that the reality of Herzl's life is much more 
complicated and far more interesting. Legendary and all too human, Herzl remains one of the emblematic figures of 
modern times.Pressestimmen"Pawel brings to his study of the first Jewish leader in modern times an intellectual 
energy and literary elegance that combine to make the book not only a masterpiece of its genre but an absorbing, 
indeed definitive, portrait of a prophet."--Alyn Brodsky, "The Detroit News" "A spellbinding narrative...It is 
impossible to finish this book without feeling the exhilaration that comes from plumbing the depths of a powerful 
personality."--Jim Miller, "Newsweek" Pawel brings to his study of the first Jewish leader in modern times an 
intellectual energy and literary elegance that combine to make the book not only a masterpiece of its genre but an 
absorbing, indeed definitive, portrait of a prophet. "Alyn Brodsky, The Detroit News" A spellbinding narrative...It is 
impossible to finish this book without feeling the exhilaration that comes from plumbing the depths of a powerful 
personality. "Jim Miller, Newsweek"""Pawel brings to his study of the first Jewish leader in modern times an 
intellectual energy and literary elegance that combine to make the book not only a masterpiece of its genre but an 
absorbing, indeed definitive, portrait of a prophet." --Alyn Brodsky, The Detroit News"A spellbinding narrative...It is 
impossible to finish this book without feeling the exhilaration that comes from plumbing the depths of a powerful 
personality." --Jim Miller, NewsweekKurzbeschreibung"At the age of thirty-five, the fashionable Viennese playwright 
and journalist Theodor Herzl fantasized about the collective conversion of the Jews in a mass ceremony at the 
cathedral of St. Stephen. By the time he died, a mere nine years later, he had redefined Jewish identity in terms of a 
modern secular faith and created a national movement which, within less than half a century, led to the foundation of 
the Jewish state." So begins Ernst Pawel's remarkable study of Herzl. In The Labyrinth of Exile Pawel restores the 
vital link between the myth of the founding father of Zionism and the human being and demonstrates that the reality of 
Herzl's life is much more complicated and far more interesting. Legendary and all too human, Herzl remains one of the 
emblematic figures of modern times. 


