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Von David I. Kertzer : The Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Forces 
of intellectual liberalism versus medieval powerVon Esther NebenzahlThis is non-fiction at its best! David Kertzer 
deserves our applause for such professional and academic research. Using his background in anthropology and history, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B001OERNSS


the author revives the all-forgotten story of the abduction by Catholic Church authorities of a 6 years old Jewish boy, 
in 1858, under the pretense that the child had been secretly baptized. Church authorities acted with utter contempt for 
Edgardo's parents, trusted on the belief that the boy would receive eternal damnation where he to remain a Jew. He 
was adopted by then Pope PiousIX who nurtured for the boy the affection of a father. This rather insignificant event 
(not unusual at that time in the Papal States) is given a pivoted historial role in the soon to come unification of the 
Italian states, flaming the forces behind the Risorgimento. The fact received great publicity at the time mainly due to 
the influence of the Rothschilds and Mr. Moses Montefiore. It's one more tale of prejudice, of abuse of power, 
reaching the unconceivable.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Incredible workVon Mara R. 
GreengrassKertzer does an amazing job of bringing together anthropology and history, and creating a riveting story. 
From the archives of Italy, we learn about the mighty and the poor.I especially enjoyed the way he moved between the 
personal stories of the Mortara family and their neighbors, the politicians, and the Church.I loved this book!0 von 0 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A superbly researched bookVon Ein KundeThis is the best book I 
read all year. It reads like a detective story and is a factual history. I have given this book to all my friends all over the 
world and each one found it fascinating. I even used it in a book study group for the Brandeis Women's Committe and 
everybody who read it was enthused. I recommend it highly.

KurzbeschreibungSoon to be a major motion picture from Steven Spielberg.A National Book Award FinalistThe 
extraordinary story of how the vatican's imprisonment of a six-year-old Jewish boy in 1858 helped to bring about the 
collapse of the popes' worldly power in Italy.Bologna: nightfall, June 1858. A knock sounds at the door of the Jewish 
merchant Momolo Mortara. Two officers of the Inquisition bust inside and seize Mortara's six-year-old son, Edgardo. 
As the boy is wrenched from his father's arms, his mother collapses. The reason for his abduction: the boy had been 
secretly "baptized" by a family servant. According to papal law, the child is therefore a Catholic who can be taken 
from his family and delivered to a special monastery where his conversion will be completed.With this terrifying 
scene, prize-winning historian David I. Kertzer begins the true story of how one boy's kidnapping became a pivotal 
event in the collapse of the Vatican as a secular power. The book evokes the anguish of a modest merchant's family, 
the rhythms of daily life in a Jewish ghetto, and also explores, through the revolutionary campaigns of Mazzini and 
Garibaldi and such personages as Napoleon III, the emergence of Italy as a modern national state. Moving and 
informative, the Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara reads as both a historical thriller and an authoritative analysis of how 
a single human tragedy changed the course of history.From the Trade Paperback edition..deOut of seemingly small 
events are sometimes born great historical moments. The case of young Edgardo Mortara is one. In 1858 the 6-year-
old Jewish boy was taken from his parents' home in Bologna, Italy, by agents of the Papal inquisition. The year before, 
seriously ill, Edgardo had been secretly baptized, by the Mortaras' Catholic servant (or so she claimed); it was against 
the law for baptized Christians to be raised by Jews, and so, in the eyes of the Church, the kidnapping was only just. 
Secular Italians did not agree, and thus was set in motion a series of reforms that ended the Church's temporal power in 
Italy and forged the creation of a liberal, near-democratic state. For his part, young Edgardo became a priest and lived 
in a Belgian abbey until 1940--just before the invading Germans began to deport and execute all those tainted with 
Jewish blood. David Kertzer has shaped a remarkable narrative from almost forgotten events..co.ukOut of seemingly 
small events are sometimes born great historical moments. The case of young Edgardo Mortara is one. In 1858 the 6-
year-old Jewish boy was taken from his parents' home in Bologna, Italy, by agents of the Papal inquisition. The year 
before, seriously ill, Edgardo had been secretly baptized, by the Mortaras' Catholic servant (or so she claimed); it was 
against the law for baptized Christians to be raised by Jews, and so, in the eyes of the Church, the kidnapping was 
entirely justified. Secular Italians did not agree, and thus was set in motion a series of reforms that ended the Church's 
temporal power in Italy and forged the creation of a liberal, near-democratic state. For his part, young Edgardo became 
a priest and lived in a Belgian abbey until 1940--just before the invading Germans began to deport and execute all 
those tainted with Jewish blood. David Kertzer has shaped a remarkable narrative from almost forgotten events. 


