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Von Meriwether Lewis, William Clark : The Journals of Lewis and Clark (National Geographic Adventure 
Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Journals 
of Lewis and Clark (National Geographic Adventure Classics): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
AmerikaVon Dr. Jens P. BeckerDie Tagebcher von den beiden Captains Lewis und Clark, die Thomas Jefferson auf 
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die Expeditionsreise durch das unbekannte Amerika geschickt hat, sind eine faszinierende Lektre. Die erste 
wissenschaftliche Ausgabe von Reuben Thwaites umfasste 1905 sieben Bnde und einen Kartenband. Das wird fr den 
normalen Leser zu viel sein, und so hat es immer wieder Auszge aus dem Werk gegeben. Wie der von Bernard de 
Voto aus den fnfziger Jahren, der sich aber nur auf die geographischen Beschreibungen (und die politischen 
Implikationen) konzentrierte. In der Auswahl von Bergon bekommen wir noch Fauna und Flora dazu. 500 Seiten, auf 
denen das "Virgin Land" beschrieben wird, so wie es nie wieder sein wird. Wenn man so will, ist das nationale Epos 
Amerikas. Eine wunderbare Lektre.9 von 9 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Essential edition of a 
timeless classic.Von Mike PowersTo me, the Lewis and Clark expedition ranks as one of the greatest voyages of 
discovery in human history. Because of the scientific and geographical discoveries that were made, it stands in 
significance alongside the travels of Marco Polo, the journeys of Christopher Columbus, Ferdinand Magellan, and 
James Cook, and the Apollo 11 mission to the moon.This one-volume edition of Lewis' and Clark's masterpiece is 
outstanding in every way. Edited by the late Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Bernard DeVoto (1897-1955), it allows 
the reader to gain a fuller understanding of the Lewis and Clark expedition through the words of Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark themselves.Lewis and Clark's expedition begins in 1804, taking the 33-person Corps of Discovery 
from St. Louis, Missouri to the Pacific Ocean and back again (a distance of over 8,000 miles). Among other things, it 
results in the initial exploration and mapping of the Great Plains and Pacific Northwest, and the description and 
classification of over 100 never-before seen species of flora and fauna. In addition, it dispells the myth of a northwest 
passage to the orient, and opens up the vast central and western regions of the continent to commerce with the United 
States.Captain Meriwether Lewis, the commander of the Corps of Discovery, is instructed by President Thomas 
Jefferson to keep a journal of the daily events, scientific observations, and measurements of latitude and longitude 
along the way. Both he and his co-commander, Captain (in reality Lieutenant) William Clark follow Jefferson's 
instructions, although not always faithfully.Lewis and Clark return from their 30-month long expedition as national 
heroes. Jefferson expects Lewis to oversee the quick publication of the Journals, but Lewis, for a variety of reasons, 
disappoints the President. He fails miserably as governor of the Louisiana territory; he suffers from depression and 
alcoholism. In 1809, he (it is surmised by historians) takes his own life, never having submitted so much as one page 
of the Journals' manuscript to an editor. After Lewis' suicide, Clark teams with editor Nicholas Biddle and completes a 
short, narrative version of the Lewis and Clark journals. Published in 1814, it contains none of the scientific data 
compiled during the expedition. Not until 1904 are the Journals of Lewis and Clark published in their entirety, with all 
of the explorers' scientific observations included.Bernard DeVoto begins this volume with a well crafted 60-page 
introduction that explains the historical background to the Lewis and Clark expedition. Then, DeVoto gets out of the 
way and allows Lewis, Clark, and, on occasion, other members of the Corps of Discovery, to convey with their own 
words the drama, excitement and high adventure of this magnificent undertaking. Most of the more routine scientific 
data has been edited out, leaving behind Lewis and Clark's outstanding descriptions of the expedition's key events. It is 
not easy to forget Lewis' florid prose, through which he so emotionally and enthusiastically describes his initial 
sighting of the Great Falls of the Missouri and the Rocky Mountains, or his encounters with the Nez Perce' and 
Blackfoot native tribes. DeVoto does, however, keep in a few of the more famous journal entries dealing with 
scientific observations. Lewis' descriptions of the wildlife, plants and physical geography along the route of the 
expedition show him to be a gifted naturalist, perhaps one of the finest in history.One not of caution: while they are 
very enjoyable, "The Journals of Lewis and Clark" have a tendency to make for taxing reading. This is because the 
editor left Lewis' and Clark's grammar and spelling almost completely intact. (Both men had an excellent ability to 
hold their readers' interest with their colorful and dramatic prose, but they were both atrocious spellers.)This edition of 
"The Journals of Lewis and Clark" is highly entertaining and well researched. It's the best and most essential volume 
for those who do not wish to read the complete multi-volume version of this work. I highly recommend this 
outstanding book!1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The Journals of Lewis and ClarkVon scott 
a rukkeWow! This book is incredible. When you read this and see (and you will visualize)what the Corps of Discovery 
lived through you will feel very insignificant in this world. Lewis and Clark and the Corps of Discovery were truly the 
discoverers of America. They lived through an experience that will never be duplicated. I can't recommend this book 
enough! It has changed my whole outlook!

KurzbeschreibungAt the dawn of the 19th century, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark embarked on an 
unprecedented journey from St. Louis, Missouri to the Pacific Ocean and back again. Their assignment was to explore 
the newly acquired Louisiana Territory and record the geography, flora, fauna, and people they encountered along the 
way. The tale of their incredible journey, meticulously recorded in their journals, has become an American classic.This 
single-volume, landmark edition of the famous journals is the first abridgement to be published in at least a 
decade.KurzbeschreibungAt the dawn of the 19th century, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark embarked on an 
unprecedented journey from St. Louis, Missouri to the Pacific Ocean and back again. Their assignment was to explore 



the newly acquired Louisiana Territory and record the geography, flora, fauna, and people they encountered along the 
way. The tale of their incredible journey, meticulously recorded in their journals, has become an American classic.This 
single-volume, landmark edition of the famous journals is the first abridgement to be published in at least a 
decade.Synopsis MODERN ABRIDGEMENT: Totaling 13 volumes in length, the journals of Lewis and Clark have 
not been newly abridged in more than 50 years. This modern-day abridgement, timed to take advantage of the Lewis 
and Clark Bicentennial celebrations, will focus on the highlights of the journey, and include relevant information left 
out of the last abridgement. ONLY SOFTCOVER EDITION WITH ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATIONS: For the first 
time, reproduc-tions of the explorers' original sketches of wildlife, plants and incidents from the journey appear with 
the text in a paperback edition. LEWIS AND CLARK SCHOLAR Herman Viola, former director of the National 
Archives and Curator Emeritus of the Smithsonian Institution provides an afterword that illuminates the historical 
signi-ficance of the mission and provides academic context perfect for classroom adaptation of the text. NEW 
INTRODUCTION: Adventure historian Anthony Brandt takes readers back to America at the turn of the 19th century, 
when a vast, unexplored continent lay before the Corps of Discovery. ADDITIONAL MATERIAL includes extensive 
map section, plus equipment lists and significant historical data in a thorough appendix.HANDSOME EDITIONS, 
COMPETITIVELY PRICED: Gathered together for the first time in inexpensive, accessible editions, National 
Geographic Adventure Classics offer readers the opportunity to build a comprehensive library of the most adrenaline-
packed tales of adventure ever written. 


