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Von Thomas . Kempis : The Imitation of Christ (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Imitation of Christ (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Not 
what it says on the coverVon mindingBeware. This product is nothing more than a series of extracts from the "The 
imitation of Christ". If you are looking for the full book, this is not it.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. A very important book to ChristianityVon Jeffrey LeachI'm not a Christian but I have almost completed a 
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minor in Christianity at the college I attend. I study Christianity because of my interest in European history. This book, 
written by a 15th century cloistered monk, is amazing for its strong use of language to convey how one should interact 
with God through Jesus. But even outside the sphere of religious thought, there are some good statements that could 
apply to everyday life, although Thomas would scoff at the idea that someone could do this independent of God. 
Consider the following short excerpts:"It is only by patience and true humility that we can grow stronger than all our 
foes." --pg. 40"For every bodily pleasure brings joy at first, but at length it bites and destroys." --pg. 52"Alas, a long 
life often adds to our sins rather than to our virtue!" --pg. 58These are just a few quotes from a book that has many 
memorable lines. Most of the book deals with how man should submit himself to Christ. The format Thomas uses is 
dialogue, between Christ and a disciple. Like Plato's use of dialogue, it is an effective means of getting his ideas 
across. Thomas even examines the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, and concludes that only through pure thought 
and hard work at patience and humility can one be able to effectively use these sacraments to become one with Christ, 
and through him, God.The only downfall I can see with this book is that it is aimed at the cloistered, or as Thomas 
calls them, the "Religious." Thomas sees the process of submitting to God as more then a full-time job. Because of 
this, most people would be shut out of union with Christ. But the book was written to help those in the monastery.I 
certainly recommend this to anyone interested in Christian history or Christianity in general. I believe that for myself, I 
will probably read this again, as one reading isn't enough to get all the gold out of the text. The book used to be second 
only to the Bible in popularity. I read the Penguin version translated by Leo Sherley-Price.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. The Spiritual Classic of the WestVon KelliImitation of Christ is said to be the most 
influential spiritual work in Western Christendom other than the Bible itself. This fresh contemporary translation from 
the 15th Century Latin edition makes the timeless wisdom of this classic available to modern readers in easily 
understandable language, while retaining the austerity, simplicity and beauty of the original. Meant to be read in small 
portions, the Imitation is truly a guide for discovering personal holiness. The Imitation speaks to one's heart, rather 
than one's mind, and provides one with strength, inspiration and fortitude to grow in one's interior spiritual life. 
Although written from the presepctive of a mideval monastic, The Imitation contains classic advice for every 
individual who wishes to develop and grow in faith and personal spirituality.

KurzbeschreibungA CLASSIC OF CHRISTIAN DEVOTION Without the Way, there is no going, Without the Truth, 
there is no knowing, Without the Life, there is no living. Thomas . KempisThe Imitation is perhaps the most widely 
read devotional work next to the Bible, and is regarded as a devotional and religious classic. Its popularity was 
immediate, and it was printed 745 times before 1650. Apart from the Bible, no book has been translated into more 
languages than The Imitation of Christ. The text is divided into four books, which provide detailed spiritual 
instructions: Thoughts Helpful in the Life of the Soul, The Interior Life, Internal Consolation and An Invitation to 
Holy Communion. Thomas More said it was one of the three books everybody ought to own.THOMAS . KEMPIS (c. 
1380 25 July 1471) Thomas was born at the Lower Rhine town of Kempen, Germany, in the sovereign Prince-
Archbishopric of Cologne. His father John was a blacksmith and his mother Gertrude was a schoolmistress. In 1392, 
while attending a noted Latin school, Thomas encountered the Brethren of the Common Life, followers of Gerard 
Groote's Modern Devotion. He became a prolific copyist and writer. Thomas spent his time between devotional 
exercises, composition, and copying. He copied the Bible no fewer than four times, one of the copies being preserved 
at Darmstadt, Germany in five volumes. In its teachings he was widely read and his works abound in Biblical 
quotations, especially from the New Testament..deThe Thomas Kempis fan club includes St. Ignatius, Thomas 
Merton, Thomas More, and even Agatha Christie's Miss Marple. (She reads a chapter of The Imitation of Christ every 
night before sleep.) Imitation has exerted immense influence on Christian worship, ethics, and church structure, 
because it gives specific yet broad-minded guidance about the central task of Christian life--learning to live like Jesus. 
Better to read this book a little here and there, now and then, than to try gobbling it cover to cover. Imitation is no 
triumph of orderly thinking, but it's a great monument and incentive to deep living. --Michael Joseph Gross.comThe 
Thomas Kempis fan club includes St. Ignatius, Thomas Merton, Thomas More, and even Agatha Christie's Miss 
Marple. (She reads a chapter of The Imitation of Christ every night before sleep.) Imitation has exerted immense 
influence on Christian worship, ethics, and church structure, because it gives specific yet broad-minded guidance 
about the central task of Christian life--learning to live like Jesus. Better to read this book a little here and there, now 
and then, than to try gobbling it cover to cover. Imitation is no triumph of orderly thinking, but it's a great monument 
and incentive to deep living. --Michael Joseph Gross 


