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KurzbeschreibungThe House of the Lord - A Study of Holy Sanctuaries Ancient and Modern by James E. 
TalmageAmong the numerous sects and churches of the present day, the Latter-day Saints are distinguished as 
builders of Temples. In this respect they resemble Israel of olden time. It is not surprising that great and widespread 
interest is manifest respecting this peculiarity of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, nor that questions are 
continually arising as to the purpose and motive behind this great labor, and the nature of the ordinances administered 
in these modern Houses of the Lord. To answer some of these questions, and to place within the reach of earnest 
inquirers authentic information concerning the doctrine and practise of Temple ministration, this book has been 
written.By way of affording means of easy comparison between the Temple-building achievements of past and those 
of current time, a brief treatment of the sanctuaries of earlier dispensations has been included. While detailed 
information pertaining to ancient Temples and related sanctuaries is accessible to all, through cyclopedias, Bible 
dictionaries and works of more special scope, but little concerning the Temples of today and the sacred service therein 
rendered has been published in separate form. The official "History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" 
contains abundant data on the subject; but the information is distributed through many tomes, and is of access to 
comparatively few.Among the special publications in this field, most of which are primarily devoted to the history and 
description of the Temple at Salt Lake City, are the following:"Temples: Descriptive and historical sketches of ancient 
and modern sacred edifices," a pamphlet of 28 pages, by J. M. Sjodahl, Salt Lake City, 1892. This covers the history of 
the Salt Lake City Temple to the time of the laying of the capstone, April, 1892. The pamphlet contains outline 
drawings."The Salt Lake Temple," an article by James H. Anderson, published in "The Contributor," Vol. XIV, No. 6, 
April, 1893, 60 pages with numerous illustrations of the Temple at different stages, together with details of 
construction, and portraits of Church officials and others connected with the erection of the great structure."Historical 
and descriptive sketch of the Salt Lake Temple," an illustrated pamphlet of 36 pages published by the Deseret News, 
Salt Lake City, April, 1893."A Description of the Great Temple, Salt Lake City, and a statement concerning the 
purposes for which it has been built," a pamphlet of 40 pages, by D. M. McAllister, Salt Lake City, 1912. This 
contains half-tone engravings of both exterior and interior views.In the present undertaking the author has been the 
recipient of many courtesies and much assistance from the officials of the several Temples, the Church Historian and 
his assistants, the general authorities of the Church, and many others. To all who have assisted in the pleasing labor his 
obligations are respectfully acknowledged.The photographs showing interior views of the Salt Lake City Temple are 
the work of the C. R. Savage Company, to whom thanks are tendered for liberal, courteous, and efficient 
service.KurzbeschreibungThe House of the Lord - A Study of Holy Sanctuaries Ancient and Modern by James E. 
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of current time, a brief treatment of the sanctuaries of earlier dispensations has been included. While detailed 
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obligations are respectfully acknowledged.The photographs showing interior views of the Salt Lake City Temple are 
the work of the C. R. Savage Company, to whom thanks are tendered for liberal, courteous, and efficient service.ber 
den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeJames E. Talmage was born in 1862 in England, where his family converted to 
Mormonism and migrated to America when he was fourteen. Young James attended Brigham Young Academy in 
Utah Valley, followed by two years at Leheigh University in Pennsylvania and Johns Hopkins University in Maryland. 
Afterwards he studied by correspondence with Illinois Wesleyan University faculty and received a Ph.D. from that 
institution in 1896, becoming the first Latter-day Saint to earn a doctorate degree. He taught chemistry and geology at 
BYA until 1888. That year, after marrying Merry May Booth, he was named president of the Latter-day Saints College 
in Salt Lake City (now LDS Business College). A few years later his career shifted direction with an appointment at 
the University of Utah, first as a geology professor and then as chair of the department, and finally as university 
president beginning in 1894.Early in his career he published Tables for Determinations of Minerals, The Great Salt 
Lake, The First Book of Nature, and Domestic Science, while simultaneously producing three landmark LDS books: 
The Articles of Faith, The Great Apostasy, and The Story of Mormonism. He became a fellow of the American 
Geological Society, the Royal Microscopical Society of London, and the Royal Society of Edinburgh. He also served 
as a consultant to the LDS First Presidency. It was in this later capacity that his intellectual and spiritual abilities came 
to the attention of church leaders, who called him to the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles in December 1911.Over the 
next twenty-two years, his assignments included editing, revising, and annotating the Book of Mormon, Pearl of Great 
Price, and Doctrine and Covenants, and helping to standardize the temple endowment ceremonies. His doctrinal 
writings became accepted by the church as definitive expressions of LDS faith, beginning with The House of the Lord 
in 1912 and Jesus the Christ in 1915. He also authored priesthood manuals and numerous other church publications. 
His 1915 speech to the World Congress of Religious Philosophies in San Francisco, The Philosophical Basis of 
Mormonism,was published in several languages. By this time he had also become a popular newspaper columnist. A 
Boston publisher compiled his articles in 1919 as The Vitality of Mormonism. In addition, two selections of his 
religious broadcasts were published in 1929 and 1931 as Radio Addresses and Sunday Night Talks. He died in 1933 at 
the age of seventy.Harvard S. Heath is curator of the Utah and American West Archives, Harold B. Lee Library, 
Brigham Young University; was a key research and writing assistant behind Ernest L. Wilkinsons four-volume 
Brigham Young University: The First One Hundred Years; is the editor of In the World: The Diaries of Reed Smoot; 
and a contributor to The House of the Lord: A Study of Holy Sanctuaries Ancient and Modern. He has delivered 
papers at professional meetings of the Western History Association and elsewhere and published in the Journal of 
Mormon History, and he serves on the board of editors of Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought. 


