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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
Compelling New History Based on New DocumentationVon Michael BerenbaumArea studies may be the next area of 
creativity and productivity in Holocaust studies. Raul Hilberg has written on the whole -- masterfully, brilliantly and 
enduringly. Leni Yahil, Lucy Dawidowicz, Martin Gilbert and others have also written on the whole offering differing 
perspectives but attempting to grasp the whole. The next generation may, of necessity, be more restricted and more 
restrained in their writing. More documents are available and thus more can be known of each specific area of study, 
of victim groups, of regions. Many younger scholars do not have the mastery of languages that was common to their 
elders, most especially to the Eastern European Jews who mastered several languages before they left home.Radu 
Ioanid is an excellent example of the promise of area studies. A Romanian native, he has written of the Holocaust in 
Romania. This work, originally written in French, is translated into English because of the generosity and commitment 
of the Holocaust Memorial Museum and its determination to make a study of Romanian Jewry available. It has 
assisted in the publication of two works on Hungarian Jewry including an important condensation of Randolph 
Braham masterful study of The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary.Ioanid's work has many virtues. It is 
detailed and precise. His mastery of the material is evident throughout. His interpretations are sound, his methods are 
clear. Perhaps the two most important virtues of the work are that it is virtually without competition for Ioanid has 
reviewed and reported on new documentation that has hitherto been virtually unavailable for anyone to see. Too little 
has been published in the English language regarding the fate of Romanian Jewry. It is a story worth telling because it 
does not fit into the general pattern of destruction. Romania was allied with Germany. Some of its population and a 
large part of its Jewish population - the Jews of Northern Transnistria -- was given to Hungary by Germany in 1940, 
and thus its Jews remained relatively untouched by the "Final Solution" until the fateful days following the German 
invasion of Hungary in March 1944. Between May 15th and July 8th 437,402 Jews were transported to Auschwitz on 
148 trains. Though originally Romanian - Elie Wiesel among them - their fate is regarded as an essential part of the 
Hungarian story, not the Romanian one.The shape of Ioanid's chapters tell much of the Romanian story: Massacres at 
the Beginning of the War, Transit camps, Deportations and Other Mass Murders, Massacres in Transnistia, Life in 
Transnistria, the Survival of Romanian Jews. What scholars have long known but few non-professionals realize - and 
what Ioanid documents in precise detail -- is that for the most part Romania did not rely upon German assistance or 
initiatives to solve its own Jewish problem. They "took care" of their own Jews, mimicking some of the German 
formats, but in essence avoided the unique German creation of the death camps, instead transporting the Jews to 
Transnistria. Romania was not necessarily less ruthless to its Jews than the Germans, only significantly less disciplined 
and methodical, less technologically inventive. Those not murdered by Romanian troops, or those who did not die 
along the way, lived under such harsh conditions that their chances of survival were imperiled until Romanian adjusted 
its policy to the new reality that Germany was certain to lose the war. They then presumed that there was more value 
in living Jews than dead Jews. Living Jews could be exchanged for money or political advantage. Dead Jews were of 
little value, except for the fact that the land was Judenrein for unlike the Germans, Romania did not recycle Jewish 
bodies.Along the way, the Romanians initiated pogroms, such as the one in Iasi. Romanian troops participated in the 
Einsatzgruppen murders along with SS troops, In Bessarabia, northern Bukovina and southern Ukraine - the most 
prominent murder sites were Bogdanovka, Dumanovka and Acmicetcka and of course Odessa.. They deported Jews 
from their homes in cattle cars, copying the German deportations of Jews from ghettos to death camps, but the 
Romanians did not have death camps at the end of the journey of these Jews. Thus, they were held captive in these 
trains without food or water in unlivable conditions until they died, and were then buried in mass graves along the 
railroad tracks. The majority of the Jews were deported to Transnistria, where they were held captive until they died. 
More than 150,000 Jews died there. And the Jews in old Romania were held for a ransom that was not forthcoming - 
until many years after the Holocaust when the Jews of Romania were ransomed from Communist rule, in a story that 
is still largely untold.Ioanid is not only plowing fresh land, describing the fate of Romanian Jews that is little 
understood, but he is also relying on documents that have only recently become available. One of the major 
contributions of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and its recently retired chairman Miles Lerman has 
been international agreements to copy documents relating to the Holocaust in countries that were formerly behind the 
Iron Curtain. Ioanid and the director of the Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies Paul Shapiro were deeply involved 
in these efforts for almost a decade and the fruits of their impressive labor are to be seen in the collection of the 
Museum archives and in the benefit that scholars such as Ioanid reap, from this newly available material. Only two 
scholars, Radu Ioanid and Jean Ancel of Yad Vashem have spent the time reading this vast documentation and Ioanid's 
work shows the benefits of such detailed documentary research.The timing of his work is also fortunate. There have 
been efforts by Romanian nationalists on the right, who were long silenced by Communist rule, to rehabilitate the 
reputation of Marshall Antonescu, the Romanian ruler during the Holocaust. Monuments have been erected and new 
words of praise have seen their way into print. Ioanid's work will ensure that the full record of Antonescu will be 
known in the West and the revisionist history will not be fueled by ignorance in the West.The Holocaust in Romania is 
difficult to read emotionally as Elie Wiesel put it in his foreword because the behavior of the Romanians at their own 
initiative without relying on the Germans marks an anguished chapter in the history of the Holocaust. In Ioanid, the 



Jews of Romania have found a historian whose intellect matches his dedication to detail and his passion to tell the 
truth that he uncovers.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An important contribution to 
Holocaust Studies.Von Midwest Book ReviewThis survey of the destruction of Jews and gypsies under the 
Antonescue regime from 1940-44 surveys a little-known era in Romanian history (indeed, much of the nation's history 
is little revealed to those outside the country). Chapters prove in depth a holocaust every bit as extensive as the 
German experience and reveals cruelty expressed on many levels in Romanian society.

KurzbeschreibungIn 1930, 757,000 Jews lived in Romania; they constituted the third largest Jewish community in 
Europe. Today not more than 14,000 Jews live in Romania, most of them elderly. The record of the Holocaust in 
Romania includes many curious chapters of support and betrayal, but they have been largely unavailable until now. 
Radu Ioanid's account based upon privileged access to secret East European government archives, is an unprecedented 
analysis of heretofore purposely hidden materials. Archival records, published and unpublished reports, memoirs of 
survivors, lettersMr. Ioanid uses all these elements to build an accurate perspective on Romanian policies of racism, 
anti-Semitism, and Jewish extermination during the regime of Ion Antonescu. The publication of The Holocaust in 
Romania is timely as well as important, for there is now in Romania a growing effort to deny the government's role in 
the tragedy. Mr. Ioanid sheds light on the reality of the persecutions, the cruelty of the perpetrators, their blatant 
opportunism and endless cynicism. The story is one of destruction and survival; of German dissatisfaction with 
Romanian ad hoc violence; of an elusive national policy and the strategies of Romanian authorities that allowed 
300,000 Romanian Jews to survive the war. "Invaluable...monumental...no comparable work in any language has 
documented this important history with the thoroughness, skill, and analytical sophistication this book 
demonstrates.Leo Spitzer, Dartmouth College. Published in association with the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. With 8 pages of photographs.PressestimmenMr. Ioanid recounts in chilling detail the savage persecution of 
the Jews...an especially timely book.--Tom Gross "The Wall Street Journal "KurzbeschreibungIn 1930, 757,000 Jews 
lived in Romania; they constituted the third largest Jewish community in Europe. Today not more than 14,000 Jews 
live in Romania, most of them elderly. The record of the Holocaust in Romania includes many curious chapters of 
support and betrayal, but they have been largely unavailable until now. Radu Ioanid's account based upon privileged 
access to secret East European government archives, is an unprecedented analysis of heretofore purposely hidden 
materials. Archival records, published and unpublished reports, memoirs of survivors, lettersMr. Ioanid uses all these 
elements to build an accurate perspective on Romanian policies of racism, anti-Semitism, and Jewish extermination 
during the regime of Ion Antonescu. The publication of The Holocaust in Romania is timely as well as important, for 
there is now in Romania a growing effort to deny the government's role in the tragedy. Mr. Ioanid sheds light on the 
reality of the persecutions, the cruelty of the perpetrators, their blatant opportunism and endless cynicism. The story is 
one of destruction and survival; of German dissatisfaction with Romanian ad hoc violence; of an elusive national 
policy and the strategies of Romanian authorities that allowed 300,000 Romanian Jews to survive the war. 
"Invaluable...monumental...no comparable work in any language has documented this important history with the 
thoroughness, skill, and analytical sophistication this book demonstrates.Leo Spitzer, Dartmouth College. Published in 
association with the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. With 8 pages of photographs. 


