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Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
Lovely NovelVon Carina GarlandThis book was simply wonderful. It would appeal to anyone who enjoys the novels 
of Jane Austen as this book is also very clever and delightful. A rather obscure novel but definitely worth reading. A 
classic that I'm glad I discovered.
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KurzbeschreibungIt was always my opinion, that fewer women were undone by love than vanity; and that those 
mistakes the sex are sometimes guilty of, proceed, for the most part, rather from inadvertency, than a vicious 
inclination. The ladies, however, I am sorry to observe, are apt to make too little allowances to each other on this 
score, and seem better pleased with an occasion to condemn than to excuse; and it is not above one, in a greater 
number than I will presume to mention, who, while she passes the severest censure on the conduct of her friend, will 
be at the trouble of taking a retrospect on her own. There are some who behold, with indignation and contempt, those 
errors in others, which, unhappily, they are every day falling into themselves; and as the want of due consideration 
occasions the guilt, so the want of due consideration also occasions the scandal: and there would be much less room 
either for the one or the other, were some part of that time which is wasted at the toilette, in consulting what dress is 
most becoming to the face, employed in examining the heart, and what actions are most becoming of the 
character.Betsy Thoughtless was the only daughter of a gentleman of good family and fortune in Le, where he 
constantly resided, scarce ever going to London, and contented himself with such diversions as the country afforded. 
On the death of his wife, he sent his little favourite, then about ten years old, to a boarding-school, the governess of 
which had the reputation of a woman of great good sense, fine breeding, and every way qualified for the well-forming 
of the minds of those young persons who were entrusted to her care.The old gentleman was so well pleased with 
having placed his daughter where she was so likely to improve in all the accomplishments befitting her sex, that he 
never suffered her to come home, even at breaking-up times, when most of the other young ladies did so: but as the 
school was not above seven or eight miles from his seat, he seldom failed calling to see her once or twice a week.Miss 
Betsy, who had a great deal of good-nature, and somewhat extremely engaging in her manner of behaviour, soon 
gained the affection not only of the governess, but of all the young ladies; but as girls, as well as women, have their 
favourites, to whom they may communicate their little secrets, there was one who above all the others was 
distinguished by her. Miss Forward, for so she was called, was also very fond of Miss Betsy. This intimacy beginning 
but in trivial things, and such as suited their age, continued as they advanced nearer to maturity. Miss Forward, 
however, had two years the advantage of her friend, yet did not disdain to make her the confidante of a kind of 
amorous intrigue she had entered into with a young lad, called Master Sparkish, the son of a neighbouring gentleman: 
he had fallen in love with her at church, and had taken all opportunities to convince her of his passion; she, proud of 
being looked upon as a woman, encouraged it. Frequent letters passed between them, for she never failed to answer 
those she received from him, both which were shewn to Miss Betsy; and this gave her an early light into the art and 
mystery of courtship, and consequently a relish for admiration. The young lover calling his mistress angel and 
goddess, made her long to be in her teens, that she might have the same things said to her.Pressestimmen"Eliza 
Haywood transforms the familiar tale of the reformed coquette. A comic investigation of city morals and manners 
develops into a dark critique of women's vulnerability in bourgeois marriage. Christine Blouch's informative edition 
clarifies the contexts of Haywood's textual, political and personal relations."--Ros Ballaster"Both scholarly and 
readable, Christine Blouch's edition of Eliza Haywood's The History of Miss Betsy Thoughtless is a welcome addition 
to the expanding library of neglected and undervalued women novelists of the early eighteenth century that will 
contribute to the current re-assessment of Haywood's work."--John Richetti"Simply the best edition to date of 
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