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Von Sonia Levitin : Strange Relations before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised Strange Relations:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadToolt seems like such a good idea. Marne knows that her mom's sister, Carole,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00256Z3PE

livesin Hawaii, so she has only to convince her parents that she should go for along overdue visit to her relatives.
She'll run along the beach, maybe even surf and swim in the ocean. Best of all, her friend will also be visiting Hawaii,
so there will be no end of fun. When her parents agree to Marne's plan, she knows she'sin for the perfect summer in
the paradise of the Hawaiian islands! It doesn't take long for Marne to realize that her summer may not be as flawless
as she'd hoped. Her aunt, who now calls herself "Chaya" and her uncle, arabbi, have seven children. Marne is kept
busy chasing after sticky toddlers and running errands for her busy, controlling aunt. She doesn't mind hel ping out, but
the religious world of her cousinsis far different from the life she's used to back home in L.A.Although spending
Friday nights at Shabbos dinnersisafar cry from the fun-filled, tropical nights she'd envisioned, Marne finds hersel f
strangely drawn to some of the peaceful rituals practiced by her relatives. But, how will thisfit in with her old life?
Will her best friend, Kim, think Marne's becoming weird? What about Jeff, the hunky surfer she met while jogging on
the beach? Little by little, she's figuring out who her family is and who she herself wants to become. STRANGE
RELATIONS isan enticing read for anyone interested in exploring different cultures and lifestyles. Marneis a
wonderful guide, who gives athorough glimpse of the life of Chasidic Jews, as seen by a modern teen.Reviewed by:
Julie M. Prince

KurzbeschreibungA summer in paradise. That's all Marne wants. That's all she can think of when she asks her parents
permission to spend the summer in Hawaii with Aunt Carole and her family.But Marne quickly realizes her visit isn't
going to be just about learning to surf and morning runs along the beach, despite the cute surfer boy she keeps
bumping into. For one thing, Aunt Carole isn't even Aunt Carole anymoreshe's Aunt Chaya, married to a Chasidic
rabbi and deeply rooted in her religious community. Nothing could be more foreign to Marne, and fitting into this new
cultureand house full of kidsis a challenge. But as she settles into her newfound family's daily routine, she beginsto
think about spirituality, identity, and finding a place in the world in away she never has before.Thisrich novel isa
window into a different life and gets to the very heart of faith, identity, and family ties.From the Hardcover
edition.From Booklist* Starred * After her mother receives awork assignment in Paris, 15-year-old Marne is eager to
spend the summer in Hawaii with relatives. She yearns to escape the unspoken grief and tension that remains at home
following her younger sister's disappearance years earlier. Imagining languid afternoons at the beach, Marneis
confronted with a much different scene on arrival in Hawaii. Aunt Chaya and her husband, Yitz, aHasidic rabbi,
oversee a chaotic household filled with children and visiting members of their Jewish community. Marne, raised by
secular Jewish parents, finds the cultural differences startling. "Are they from Mars?' she writesin an e-mail to her
best friend, Kim, and she feels resentful when her conservatively dressed cousins question her shorts and tank tops.
Gradually, though, she realizes that she loves the feeling of Shabbat"the sudden quiet, the comfort"and when Kim
comes to visit and wants to hook up with some local guys, Marne feels on a"different wavelength." Too few novels
give such arevealing, believable view of contemporary Jewish American kids wrestling with tradition and faith. The
debates and cultural details sometimes feel like documentary, but Marne's authentic, first-person voice wraps
purposefully inserted passages into an honest, sensitively told story that's filled with spot-on teen talk and inner
monologues. Marne's active, earnest search for who she is and who she wants to become will touch readers of all
backgrounds. Engberg, GillianFrom School Library JournalGrade 7-10While her parents travel for business, Marne,
15, looks forward to spending the summer in Hawaii with her aunt and her family. She's not quite sure what to expect,
since her mom has been estranged for several years from Aunt Carole (now Chaya) dueto Carol€e's extreme beliefs.
Marne views the trip as an opportunity to expand her horizons, get atan, run on the beach, and meet cute boys. What
she encountersis another world, not just because Hawaii is an island community, but because Aunt Chaya, her rabbi
husband, and their seven children are Hasids. Marne's secular Jewish upbringing hasn't prepared her for the strong
level of religious devotion and the constant hard work that her aunt embraces with love every day. Marne slowly
discoversthe deep joy that thislifestyle brings as she helps with the children and becomes an integral part of the
selfless community of women. When her best friend arrives for avacation, Marne is stunned by Kim's shallowness;
she redlizes that she isn't the same person she used to be, and that her experiences have helped her to accept the terrible
tragedy that devastated her family five years earlier. It's rare to find such well-developed characters, empathetic and
sensitive religious treatment, and carefully crafted plotlines in one novel. Levitin's strong portrayal of ayoung woman
who istrying to find her own beliefs and develop a sense of family makesthis novel area winner.Susan Riley, Mount
Kisco Public Library, NY Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



