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Atemloses Lesen ber den polnischen WiderstandVon J.K.AndersenUnter den vielen Titeln, die ich zum Thema 
Widerstand gelesen habe, ist dieses Buch eins der spannendsten. Ich habe es in wenigen Tagen durchgelesen. Sein 
Inhalt verpflichtet mich zu tiefer Dankbarkeit und Hochachtung gegenber dem polnischen Volk, unseren 
Nachbarn.Karski beschreibt viele Aktionen und die durchorganisierte Struktur des polnischen Widerstands whrend der 
Nazi-Okkupation, analysiert u.a. eigene Fehler, die ihn in die Hnde der Gestapo fallen lassen. Bei allem Pech, das 
einem passieren kann, ist die Botschaft ermutigend: Wenn Menschen wirklich entschlossen sind und das 
Menschenrecht auf ihrer Seite haben, kann sie niemand aufhalten. Ihre Handlungen werden ihnen trotz einiger 
Rckschlge gelingen. Oder anders ausgedrckt: Es gibt Situationen, in denen es hhere Werte gibt als das eigene 
Leben.Jan Karski hat sich tatschlich in ein Konzentrationslager einschmuggeln lassen, um der Welt Beweise fr die 
Existenz dieser Lager erbringen zu knnen. Trotzdem wird ihm in den Regierungskreisen der USA und Grobritanniens 
eher Skepsis entgegengebracht; eine direkte Auswirkung hatte sein Zeugnis zumindest ffentlich nicht, was einen noch 
im Nachhinein zur Verzweiflung bringt. Wenn nur eins der etwa fnfzig Attentatsversuche gegen den "Fhrer" 
erfolgreich gewesen wre, htte es Millionen Menschen gerettet, auch eine Bombardierung der Eisenbahnverbindungen 
in die Vernichtungslager fand nicht statt.Nur in einem Punkt, der fr den Hauptteil seines Berichtes eher unwichtig ist, 
wrde ich dem Autor widersprechen:Er sieht berall nur Deutsche, die entweder das nachschwtzen, was die offizielle 
Propaganda behauptet, oder stumme Zuschauer sind, die nicht eingreifen. Er glaubt nicht, dass es berhaupt einen 
deutschen Widerstand gibt. Das sehen Historiker sicherlich anders, auch wenn der interne Widerstand nicht erfolgreich 
war, die Deutschen den Faschismus nicht besiegt haben. Neben den Polen, Griechen und vielen anderen haben gerade 
die Russen das hchste Opfer (20 Mio. Tote) entrichtet. Die Entschiedenheit und Ruhe von Karski und seiner 
Mitstreiter haben mich sehr berhrt, er bestrkt mich in dem Glauben an den Menschen, der einem heute leicht verloren 
gehen kann.

Kurzbeschreibung'I do not pretend to have given an exhaustive picture of the Polish Underground, its organization and 
its activities.Because of our methods, I believe that there is no one today who could give an all-embracing 
recital...This book is a purely personal story, my story.'Jan Karski's 1944 war memoir is a heroic act of witness: the 
courageous testimony of a man who risked everything for his country. At times overwhelming in the details it reveals 
of the suffering of ordinary people, it is an unforgettable and deeply affecting record of brutality, courage, and survival 
under conditions of extreme bleakness. During the first four years of World War II, Karski worked as a messenger for 
the underground, risking his life in secret missions. He was captured, tortured, rescued, smuggled through a tunnel into 
the Warsaw ghetto and, finally, disguised himself as a guard to infiltrate a Nazi death camp. Then, travelling across 
occupied Europe to England, with his eye-witness report smuggled on microfilm in the handle of a razor, he became 
the first man to tell the Allies about the Holocaust - only to be ignored.Pressestimmen"Stands in the absolute first rank 
of books about the resistance in World War II. If you wish to read about a man more courageous and honourable than 
Jan Karski, I would have no idea who to recommend." -- Alan Furst, author of "The Polish Officer", reviewing a 
previous edition or volume"Briskly paced, this is a gripping and immediate account of Nazi brutality from a brave 
leader of the resistance. (Starred )" -- "Publishers Weekly", 01/07/2013"A disturbing, unique, invaluable record of 
Poland's suffering and heroism during World War II. A well-deserved revival of the author's 1944 best-seller. (Starred 
)" -- "Kirkus s", 01/15/2013"Those who fear they have been desensitized by the sheer volume of information 
chronicling Nazi brutality in occupied Europe must read this memoir.... This is an exciting but often painful recounting 
of one man's witness to terror and tragedy." -- "Booklist", 02/20/2013"His wartime saga as officer, as Soviet prisoner, 
as escapee, in the hands of the Gestapo, and as a Polish Underground activist and courier, is beyond remarkable. In a 
world today where words such as 'courage' and 'heroism' have been so overused -- applied freely from sports to 
entertainment to politics as to be rendered practically meaningless -- Jan Karski was the rare human being who 
embodied both." -- David Harris, Huffington Post, reviewing a previous edition or volume"The story has all the 
characteristics of a spy-thriller -- concealed film and suicide capsules, capture, interrogation, the drama of train travel 
and border checkpoints, the mysteries of those met, and countless convoluted escapes (a specialty of his)" -- "The 
Vienna "" "Secret State" is an indispensible and compelling historical document of World War II and the Holocaust, 
written by a supremely courageous humanitarian." -- "Tampa Bay Times"His wartime saga as officer, as Soviet 
prisoner, as escapee, in the hands of the Gestapo, and as a Polish Underground activist and courier, is beyond 
remarkable. In a world today where words such as courage and heroism have been so overused applied freely from 
sports to entertainment to politics as to be rendered practically meaningless Jan Karski was the rare human being who 
embodied both.--David Harris, Huffington Post"Stands in the absolute first rank of books about the resistance in 
World War II. If you wish to read about a man more courageous and honourable than Jan Karski, I would have no idea 
who to recommend.--Alan Furst, author of The Polish OfficerStands in the absolute first rank of books about the 
resistance in World War II. If you wish to read about a man more courageous and honourable than Jan Karski, I would 
have no idea who to recommend.--Alan Furst, author of The Polish OfficerHis wartime saga as officer, as Soviet 



prisoner, as escapee, in the hands of the Gestapo, and as a Polish Underground activist and courier, is beyond 
remarkable. In a world today where words such as 'courage' and 'heroism' have been so overused--applied freely from 
sports to entertainment to politics as to be rendered practically meaningless--Jan Karski was the rare human being who 
embodied both.--David Harris, Huffington PostKurzbeschreibung'I do not pretend to have given an exhaustive picture 
of the Polish Underground, its organization and its activities.Because of our methods, I believe that there is no one 
today who could give an all-embracing recital...This book is a purely personal story, my story.'Jan Karski's 1944 war 
memoir is a heroic act of witness: the courageous testimony of a man who risked everything for his country. At times 
overwhelming in the details it reveals of the suffering of ordinary people, it is an unforgettable and deeply affecting 
record of brutality, courage, and survival under conditions of extreme bleakness. During the first four years of World 
War II, Karski worked as a messenger for the underground, risking his life in secret missions. He was captured, 
tortured, rescued, smuggled through a tunnel into the Warsaw ghetto and, finally, disguised himself as a guard to 
infiltrate a Nazi death camp. Then, travelling across occupied Europe to England, with his eye-witness report 
smuggled on microfilm in the handle of a razor, he became the first man to tell the Allies about the Holocaust - only to 
be ignored. 


