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Crosswinds in the Pakistan-Afghan Borderlands:

KurzbeschreibungThe Afghan-Pakistan Borderlands are pivotal to international security. They are often dangerous,
strategically crucia and little explored by outsiders. Robin Brooke-Smith provides a new perspective on Northwest
Pakistan in this first-hand account of hisyearsin thistroubled region. Tracing the build-up to 9/11 and the upheaval
that has followed, thisis a captivating behind-the-scenes ook into the regional fulcrum of global jihad.Recounting his
experiences as Principal of the prestigious Edwardes College in Peshawar, the author explores the creation and
growing influence of the Taliban and other extremist groups, and the complicity of the military in their devel opment.
Brooke-Smith provides a unique and close-up view into this fascinating area, from personal dealings with senior
figuresin the notorious ISl Military Intelligence, to giving avoice to the young people of Peshawar. An enthralling
and distinctive analysis on the state of the borderlands and its possible future this book is illuminating reading for all
those interested in Pakistan, Afghanistan and the turbulent recent history of the AfPak region.Pressestimmen’"North-
West Pakistan and the Afghan Borderland is one of the most fascinating and ruggedly beautiful places|'ve ever
visited. It isaso aplace of great political tensions and one, which | feel we should all know and understand much
better. Robin Brooke-Smith's book Storm Warning is an invaluable account of life among the people of the region by
someone who knows and understands the subject at first hand."" - Michael Palin "Storm Warning is a fascinating and
controversial adventure behind the scenes in Peshawar and Northwest Pakistan - atroubled and dangerous place that is
the fulcrum of global jihad. It tells of the military'srolein the creation and growth of the Taliban and other extremist
groups. It provides a fascinating close-up of new and important voices in a place and time that gets more critical by the
day." - Ahmed Rashid, Author of Descent into Chaos (Penguin) ""During Robin'stime as principal at Edwardes
College, | was Chief Secretary of the NWFP Government and we became friends. What he writes has an authentic
touch to it. The realism of the story provides a fascinating avenue for the reader to get behind the scenes of a place of
great importance."" - Khalid Aziz, former Chief Secretary of NWFP "" Storm Warning represents a great insight into
the everyday life and the challenges in this tumultuous region. It is a clear and amazingly accurate description of the
situation in the North West Frontier Province of Pakistan, where the delicate frontier between Christianity and Islam
reflects the volatility of the political background."" - Lord Ahmed of Rotherham """ Robin Brooke-Smith gives avoice
to real people, going about their everyday lives, while events were unfolding that would literally change our world.
Every chapter leaves you saying 'what next'. | commend this excellent book to the professional and interested layman
alike."" - General Sir David Richards'North-West Pakistan and the Afghan Borderland is one of the most fascinating
and ruggedly beautiful places I've ever visited. It is also a place of great political tensions and one, which | feel we
should all know and understand much better. Robin Brooke-Smith's book Storm Warning is an invaluable account of
life among the people of the region by someone who knows and understands the subject at first hand.” - Michael Palin
"Storm Warning is a fascinating and controversial adventure behind the scenes in Peshawar and Northwest Pakistan - a
troubled and dangerous place that is the fulcrum of global jihad. It tells of the military's rolein the creation and growth
of the Taliban and other extremist groups. It provides a fascinating close-up of new and important voicesin aplace
and time that gets more critical by the day." - Ahmed Rashid, Author of Descent into Chaos (Penguin) "During Robin's
time as principal at Edwardes College, | was Chief Secretary of the NWFP Government and we became friends. What
he writes has an authentic touch to it. The realism of the story provides a fascinating avenue for the reader to get
behind the scenes of a place of great importance." - Khalid Aziz, former Chief Secretary of NWFP " Storm Warning
represents a great insight into the everyday life and the challenges in this tumultuous region. It isaclear and
amazingly accurate description of the situation in the North West Frontier Province of Pakistan, where the delicate
frontier between Christianity and Islam reflects the volatility of the political background.” - Lord Ahmed of
Rotherham "Robin Brooke-Smith gives a voice to real people, going about their everyday lives, while events were
unfolding that would literally change our world. Every chapter leaves you saying ‘what next'. | commend this excellent
book to the professional and interested layman alike." - General Sir David Richards'"North-West Pakistan and the
Afghan Borderland is one of the most fascinating and ruggedly beautiful places |'ve ever visited. It is also a place of
great political tensions and one, which | feel we should all know and understand much better. Robin Brooke-Smith's
book Storm Warning is an invaluable account of life among the people of the region by someone who knows and
understands the subject at first hand."" - Michael Palin "Storm Warning is a fascinating and controversial adventure
behind the scenes in Peshawar and Northwest Pakistan - a troubled and dangerous place that is the fulcrum of global
jihad. It tells of the military'srole in the creation and growth of the Taliban and other extremist groups. It provides a
fascinating close-up of new and important voices in a place and time that gets more critical by the day." - Ahmed
Rashid, Author of Descent into Chaos (Penguin) ""During Robin's time as principal at Edwardes College, | was Chief
Secretary of the NWFP Government and we became friends. What he writes has an authentic touch to it. The realism



of the story provides afascinating avenue for the reader to get behind the scenes of a place of great importance."" -
Khalid Aziz, former Chief Secretary of NWFP ""Storm Warning represents a great insight into the everyday life and
the challengesin this tumultuous region. It is a clear and amazingly accurate description of the situation in the North
West Frontier Province of Pakistan, where the delicate frontier between Christianity and Islam reflects the volatility of
the palitical background."" - Lord Ahmed of Rotherham """ Robin Brooke-Smith gives avoiceto real people, going
about their everyday lives, while events were unfolding that would literally change our world. Every chapter leaves
you saying ‘'what next'. | commend this excellent book to the professional and interested layman alike."" - General Sir
David RichardsKurzbeschreibungThe Afghan-Pakistan Borderlands are pivotal to international security. They are
often dangerous, strategically crucial and little explored by outsiders. Robin Brooke-Smith provides a new perspective
on Northwest Pakistan in this first-hand account of hisyearsin this troubled region. Tracing the build-up to 9/11 and
the upheaval that has followed, thisis a captivating behind-the-scenes look into the regional fulcrum of global
jihad.Recounting his experiences as Principal of the prestigious Edwardes College in Peshawar, the author explores
the creation and growing influence of the Taliban and other extremist groups, and the complicity of the military in
their development. Brooke-Smith provides a unique and close-up view into this fascinating area, from personal
dealings with senior figures in the notorious I SI Military Intelligence, to giving a voice to the young peopl e of
Peshawar. An enthralling and distinctive analysis on the state of the borderlands and its possible future this book is
illuminating reading for all those interested in Pakistan, Afghanistan and the turbulent recent history of the AfPak
region.



