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Von Peter D'Epiro, Mary Desmond Pinkowish : Sprezzatura: 50 Ways Italian Genius Shaped the World  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sprezzatura: 50 Ways Italian 
Genius Shaped the World: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Unique 
selection of first class papers on Italian key contributions in various fieldsVon Dr. Luciano GabrielThis book provides 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000XUAD04


an in depth understanding of the Italian contributions to our culture and knowledge over many centuries. It is a very 
exciting overview of facts and personalities in various fields that enables to understand the role of Italian minds. The 
articles can be understood independently of each other so that this book can be used also as a reference for selected 
topics.

KurzbeschreibungA witty, erudite celebration of fifty great Italian cultural achievements that have significantly 
influenced Western civilization from the authors of What Are the Seven Wonders of the World?Sprezzatura, or the art 
of effortless mastery, was coined in 1528 by Baldassare Castiglione in The Book of the Courtier. No one has 
demonstrated effortless mastery throughout history quite like the Italians. From the Roman calendar and the creator of 
the modern orchestra (Claudio Monteverdi) to the beginnings of ballet and the creator of modern political science 
(Niccol Machiavelli), Sprezzatura highlights fifty great Italian cultural achievements in a series of fifty information-
packed essays in chronological order.From the Trade Paperback edition..de"Everyone knows the difficulty of things 
that are exquisite and well done," the Renaissance philosopher Baldassare Castiglione once remarked. "So to have 
facility in such things gives rise to the greatest wonder." Italians call that artful facility sprezzatura, a term, Peter 
d'Epiro and Mary Desmond Pinkowish maintain, that well describes the nation's genius. They have reason to celebrate: 
Italy, after all, has exerted an influence in world affairs and culture all out of proportion to its size and population, and 
has done so for hundreds of years. Among the authors' subjects are the navigators Christopher Columbus, Amerigo 
Vespucci, and Giovanni Verrazano, whose transoceanic voyages changed the course of world history; Andrea 
Palladio, the architect whose theories have guided designers and builders to the present day; Claudio Monteverdi, 
whom the authors call "the father of modern music," who gave the world not only fine operas but also the modern 
orchestra; Enzo Ferrari, the great automaker; Roberto Rossellini, the often overlooked pioneer of New Wave cinema; 
and the anonymous Roman engineers who built aqueducts, sewers, and roads that still stand today. Though short on 
interpretation (d'Epiro and Pinkowish offer little insight into why Italy should have produced such an abundance of 
inventive, often daring men--and women, though only a few figure in their pages), this anecdotal collection of 
biographical sketches is a pleasing entertainment for admirers of all things Italian. --Gregory 
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wonder." Italians call that artful facility sprezzatura, a term, Peter d'Epiro and Mary Desmond Pinkowish maintain, 
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transoceanic voyages changed the course of world history; Andrea Palladio, the architect whose theories have guided 
designers and builders to the present day; Claudio Monteverdi, whom the authors call "the father of modern music," 
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aqueducts, sewers, and roads that still stand today. Though short on interpretation (d'Epiro and Pinkowish offer little 
insight into why Italy should have produced such an abundance of inventive, often daring men--and women, though 
only a few figure in their pages), this anecdotal collection of biographical sketches is a pleasing entertainment for 
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