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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
revolution that only brought suffering deathVon Bert Ruiz"Shining and Other Paths: War and Society in Peru, 1980 - 
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1995," by Editor Steve J. Stern is a collection of essays that vividly documents a revolution that only brought suffering 
and death. This five-part book traces the roots of the Shining Path from its heady beginning to the conquest that 
failed.Part One is dry. However, Part Two Three generate much more interest. I found Ponciano del Pino, Nelson 
Manrique, Orin Starr, Jo-Marie Burt and Patricia Oliart the best of the bunch. They crystallized the subject...bringing it 
to life and provided stimulating insights.Shining Path started in rural Ayacucho in the late 1970's and eventually made 
its way into the urban centers, particularly Villa El Salvador outside of Lima nearly ten years later. Initially Shining 
Path was ethical and moral. The Founding Father of the movement Professor Abimael Guzman instructed his Indian 
followers to punish adultery, alcoholism, vagrancy, robbery and cattle rustling. Moreover, the young flocked to the 
revolutionary rhetoric of a "people's war."Early on the Shining Path maintained good ties with the peasants in the 
countryside. However, this did not last for long because in 1983 - 1984 the armed forces implemented a brutal "dirty 
war" that forced the guerrillas away from traditional regions of support and into new territory where they too used fear 
and intimidation tactics against the local peasant population.Eventually, the Shining Path went out of 
control...conducting terrible massacres against unarmed civilians and forcing children into its ranks. The tide turned 
against the Shining Path with the 1990 election of President Alberto Fujimori. The new president accelerated the 
organization of self-defense groups among the unprotected peasant population with the distribution of shotguns, rifles 
and handguns.The unfortunate part of the Shining Path revolution was that the poor were trapped in violence from 
both sides. However, the true downfall of the Shining Path is that at the end they were nothing but ruthless terrorists 
who preyed on the poor.Bert Ruiz

KurzbeschreibungShining and Other Paths offers the first systematic account of the social experiences at the heart of 
the war waged between Shining Path and the Peruvian military during the 1980s and early 1990s. Confronting and 
untangling the many myths and enigmas that surround the war and the wider history of twentieth-century Peru, this 
book presents clear and often poignant analyses of the brutal reshaping of life and politics during a war that cost tens 
of thousands of lives.The contributorsa team of Peruvian and U.S. historians, social scientists, and human rights 
activistsexplore the origins, social dynamics, and long-term consequences of the effort by Shining Path to effect an 
armed communist revolution. The book begins by interpreting Shining Paths emergence and decision for war as one 
logical culmination, among several competing culminations, of trends in oppositional politics and social movements. It 
then traces the experiences of peasants and refugees to demonstrate how human struggle and resilience came together 
in grassroots determination to defeat Shining Path, and explores the unsuccessful efforts of urban shantytown dwellers, 
as well as rural and urban activists, to build a third path to social justice. Integral to this discussion is an examination 
of womens activism and consciousness during the years of the crisis. Finally, this book analyzes the often paradoxical 
and unintended legacies of this tumultuous period for social and human rights movements, and for presidential and 
military leadership in Peru.Extensive field research, broad historical vision, and strong editorial coordination enable 
the authors to write a coherent and deeply humanistic account, one that draws out the inner tragedies, ambiguities, and 
conflicts of the war.Providing historically grounded explication of the conflicts that reshaped contemporary Peru, 
Shining and Other Paths will be widely read by Latin Americanists, historians, anthropologists, gender theorists, 
sociologists, political scientists, and human rights activists.Contributors. Jo-Marie Burt, Marisol de la Cadena, Isabel 
Coral Cordero, Carlos Ivn Degregori, Ivn Hinojosa, Carlos Basombro Iglesias, Florencia E. Mallon, Nelson Manrique, 
Hortensia Muoz, Enrique Obando, Patricia Oliart, Ponciano del Pino H., Jos Luis Rnique, Orin Starn, Steve J. Stern 


