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Kampfgas und Wissenschaft im Dienst des Militrs!.Nach der recht spannenden Erklrung der Situation whrend des 
ersten Weltkriegs, kommt der Autor ber die zwischen den Kriegen liegende Zeit zum zweiten Weltkrieg, bei dem die 
Atombombe das im Gedchnis bleibende Element ist, und zeigt wie wenig wir eine Ahnung haben was sich im 
Geheimen macht. Und so gelangt man zu unser Zeit, wo man vestellen muss, dass der Mensch zwar sehr 
erfindungsreich ist, aber oft liegt der erste Ansatz bei dem Militr und der Kriegsfhrung.

KurzbeschreibungFrom the early 1990s, allegations that servicemen had been duped into taking part in trials with 
toxic agents at top-secret Allied research facilities throughout the twentieth century featured with ever greater 
frequency in the media. In Britain, a whole army of over 21,000 soldiers had participated in secret experiments 
between 1939 and 1989. Some remembered their stay as harmless, but there were many for whom the experience had 
been all but pleasant, sometimesharmful, and in isolated cases deadly.Secret Science traces, for the first time, the 
history of chemical and biological weapons research by the former Allied powers, particularly in Britain, the United 
States, and Canada. It charts the ethical trajectory and culture of military science, from its initial development in 
response to Germany's first use of chemical weapons in the First World War to the ongoing attempts by the 
international community to ban these types of weapons once and for all.It asks whether Allied and especially British 
warfare trials were ethical, safe, and justified within the prevailing conditions and values of the time. By doing so, it 
helps to explain the complex dynamics in top-secret Allied research establishments: the desire and ability of the 
chemical and biological warfare corps, largely comprised of military officials, scientists, and expert civil servants, to 
construct and identify a never-ending stream of national security threats which served asflexible justification strategies 
for the allocation of enormous resources to conducting experimental research with some of the most deadly agents 
known to man.Secret Science offers a nuanced, non-judgemental analysis of the contributions made by servicemen, 
scientists, and civil servants to military research in Britain and elsewhere, not as passive, helpless victims 'without 
voices', or as laboratory and desk perpetrators 'without a conscience', but as history's actors and agents of their own 
destiny. As such it also makes an important contribution to the burgeoning literature on the history and culture of 
memory.Pressestimmen"This massive piece of research, though far from easy or pleasant reading, fills an important 
gap. Whether we agree with it or not, at least we know what has been going on." --Daily Mail"If you've ever wondered 
what really went on behind the barbed wire fences and guarded doors in labs like [Porton Down], Secret Science 
provides as thoroughly researched and comprehensive an account as you are likely to get." --New Scientist"This 
monumental history of twentieth-century military medical ethics is a meticulous record of ambiguity." --
Nature"Schmidt's book is a welcome addition to the literature and represents a view of chemical warfare that is 
focused on the medical and political side rather than the military aspects of the weapons Schmidt is evenhanded in his 
treatment of the scientists, recognizing that they felt they were doing their patriotic duty and trying to conduct their 
work with a high level of safety."--Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences"This massive piece of 
research, though far from easy or pleasant reading, fills an important gap. Whether we agree with it or not, at least we 
know what has been going on." --Daily Mail"If you've ever wondered what really went on behind the barbed wire 
fences and guarded doors in labs like [Porton Down], Secret Science provides as thoroughly researched and 
comprehensive an account as you are likely to get." --New Scientist"This monumental history of twentieth-century 
military medical ethics is a meticulous record of ambiguity." --NatureKurzbeschreibungFrom the early 1990s, 
allegations that servicemen had been duped into taking part in trials with toxic agents at top-secret Allied research 
facilities throughout the twentieth century featured with ever greater frequency in the media. In Britain, a whole army 
of over 21,000 soldiers had participated in secret experiments between 1939 and 1989. Some remembered their stay as 
harmless, but there were many for whom the experience had been all but pleasant, sometimesharmful, and in isolated 
cases deadly.Secret Science traces, for the first time, the history of chemical and biological weapons research by the 
former Allied powers, particularly in Britain, the United States, and Canada. It charts the ethical trajectory and culture 
of military science, from its initial development in response to Germany's first use of chemical weapons in the First 
World War to the ongoing attempts by the international community to ban these types of weapons once and for all.It 
asks whether Allied and especially British warfare trials were ethical, safe, and justified within the prevailing 
conditions and values of the time. By doing so, it helps to explain the complex dynamics in top-secret Allied research 
establishments: the desire and ability of the chemical and biological warfare corps, largely comprised of military 
officials, scientists, and expert civil servants, to construct and identify a never-ending stream of national security 
threats which served asflexible justification strategies for the allocation of enormous resources to conducting 
experimental research with some of the most deadly agents known to man.Secret Science offers a nuanced, non-
judgemental analysis of the contributions made by servicemen, scientists, and civil servants to military research in 
Britain and elsewhere, not as passive, helpless victims 'without voices', or as laboratory and desk perpetrators 'without 
a conscience', but as history's actors and agents of their own destiny. As such it also makes an important contribution 



to the burgeoning literature on the history and culture of memory. 


