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Von David Yeadon : Seasons in Basilicata: A Year in a Southern Italian Hill Village  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Seasons in Basilicata: A Year in a Southern Italian 
Hill Village: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Well 
doneVon Andreas BaumannThis book is one of the most beautiful books I've ever read. It describes the life of the 
author and his wife in the Basilicata. The Basilicata is a region which located in the heart of Southern Italy.The author 
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decribes his life very well. It is very precisely written and contains also the description of many meals.

KurzbeschreibungAward-winning travel writer and illustrator, David Yeadon embarks with his wife, Anne on an 
exploration of the "lost word" of Basilicata, in the arch of Italy's boot. What is intended as a brief sojourn turns into an 
intriguing residency in the ancient hill village of Aliano, where Carlo Levi, author of the world-renowned memoir 
Christ Stopped at Eboli, was imprisoned by Mussolini for anti-Fascist activities. As the Yeadons become immersed in 
Aliano's rich tapestry of people, traditions, and festivals, reveling in the rituals and rhythms of the grape and olive 
harvests, the culinary delights, and other peculiarities of place, they discover that much of the pagan strangeness that 
Carlo Levi and other notable authors revealed still lurks beneath the beguiling surface of Basilicata.From Publishers 
WeeklyIntrigued by Carlo Levi's book on life in the Italian province of Basilicata, Christ Stopped at Eboli, the author 
and his wife, Anne, decided to live for a year in Aliano, the village where Levi was kept under house arrest by 
Mussolini for seven months in 19351936. In Levi's day, Basilicata, situated in the instep of Italy's "boot," was a place 
of poverty. Unlike Levi, however, British travel writer Yeadon (The World's Secret Places) was there to "live happily 
with Anne, learning, and generally have a spanking good time dining on all those gorgeous porky products and 
homemade olive oil and wines and wild game and pasta galore." In his entertaining book, he describes how he did just 
that, renting an apartment with a terrace overlooking the village square, making friends who enjoyed serving him 
sumptuous meals, learning how wine and olive oil are made and investigating the local superstitions. He tries to find 
out from the older inhabitants what life was like in the 1930s, but they are reluctant to talk about it, claiming that they 
are better off than they were. But Yeadon doesn't dig too deeply: finding it hard to reconcile his experiences with 
Levi's bleak portrayal of conditions in Basilicata, Yeadon concentrates instead on the comradeship and good food. 
Illus. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistAfter 
his exile in southern Italy for anti-Fascist activities during World War II, Carlo Levi wrote Christ Stopped at Eboli, in 
which he explores the "dark, ancient, and richly human ethos" of the south's Basilicata region. More than a half 
century later, summoned by the "siren calls" in Levi's masterwork, Yeadon, with his wife, retreated to Aliano, a tiny 
village tucked within Basilicata's remote, snowcapped peaks and the site of Levi's imprisonment. There, in a 
community dating back to at least the sixth century B.C.E., they found winding streets and a wonderfully eccentric 
populace, including Pietro, the town's geriatric parking attendant, and Viva, a spirited breakfast hostess, who, like 
many Italians, seemed to have "an inbred natural ability to express all [her] emotions instantaneously." Also evident 
was an ancient, underlining fascination with the occult, with frequent whispers of werewolves, sorcerers, and death 
curses. Yeadon's focus on the Aliano people gives this funny, surprising story its lifeblood, as does his avoidance of 
cliches. His illustrations are a nice touch, too. Andy BoyntonCopyright American Library Association. All rights 
reserved 


