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Von Laura Hillenbrand : Seabiscuit: An American Legend (Ballantine Reader's Circle)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Seabiscuit: An American Legend (Ballantine 
Reader's Circle): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. TopVon 
DariaEin klasse Buch, das die packende und rhrende wahre Geschichte des legendren amerikanischen Rennpferdes 
und der drei eigenartigen Figuren, die sein Leben verndern sollten, erzhlt. Es bietet einen riesigen Hintergrund zum 
Kinofilm und stellt diesen fast schon in den Schatten. Selbst fr Leser, die nichts mit Pferden zu tun haben hchst 
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empfehlenswert. Ein Buch das man nich mehr aus der Hand legen mchte; spannend, tragisch und heiter - alles in 
diesem Buch zu finden.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An incredible story of unlikely 
heroesVon Peter Durward HarrisAlthough I am a huge horse racing fan, I ignored this book for a long time, but I 
realised that it must be good when somebody with no interest in the sport told me what a fantastic book it is. And so it 
proved.Seabiscuit, a temperamental horse, began his career with the top trainer of the day. Despite sensing that 
Seabiscuit had talent, that trainer was unable to get him to do much and his owner sold him cheaply. His new owner 
moved him to a small stable where the trainer was able to get to know the horse intimately.The new owner, trainer and 
jockey are all interesting characters and the book goes into a fair amount of detail about them. The owner was an 
extrovert type who originally made his money selling automobiles in San Francisco in the years following the 1906 
earthquake. By contrast, the trainer was an introvert who had worked with horses all his life but had little experience 
of horse racing. The jockey had been very successful but it was thought his best days were behind him, as dieting and 
heavy drinking took their toll, and continued to do so. Another jockey often had to substitute for him.Under the new 
regime, Seabiscuit enjoyed himself and eventually emerged as California's champion. However, in those days the best 
American racing was on the east coast and their champion was War Admiral. The public demanded a match but a 
combination of injuries to Seabiscuit, personality clashes and bad weather (Seabiscuit did not like running in rain-
softened ground) meant that the match did not happen for a long time. It was certainly worth waiting for when it 
did.The book continues to the end of Seabiscuit's racing career, when he finally wins the race his owner wanted him to 
win, and also includes an epilogue telling us what happened to the main characters afterwards.This is a fascinating 
story about overcoming adversity. Horse racing is full of such stories - some of you may remember the story of Bob 
Champion and Aldaniti, which was made into a film - but Laura's writing style certainly makes the most of this story. 
While it gives an insight into the world of horse racing as it existed back then, it does not give any more detail than it 
needs to. All these factors explain why this book appeals to both horse racing fans and also to so many people who 
have no interest in the sport.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Hoof-Tromping, Heart-
Thumping Thrills as an Underdog Wins!Von Donald MitchellIf you only read one book about sports this year, make it 
Seabiscuit. This book deserves many more than five stars for its superb portrayal of the underdog horse whose career 
captured the nation's heart during the depths of the Depression. In fact, the less you know about thoroughbred racing in 
the 1930s the more you will probably like this book.Similar to its subject, the underdog Seabiscuit, the book, 
Seabiscuit, constantly surprises in many multi-dimensional ways. The best books about sports transcend sports and 
teach us about life. Seabiscuit is a fine example of that success.Ms. Hillenbrand is a brilliant story teller, a fine writer, 
and has an eye for detail that brings you into the scenes she describes. You will feel yourself on Seabiscuit's back, 
looking for an opening to the rail, as you read the accounts of his most famous races.If you do not know about 
Seabiscuit, this horse was an unlikely candidate for racing greatness. He was built all wrong, had a weird personality, 
and required unusual handling that few would provide. His career was heading nowhere when he was bought by the 
wealthy Charles Howard, a legendary automobile dealer in the western United Sates, on the advice of his obscure 
trainer, Tom Smith.Finding ways to encourage Seabiscuit provides all of the intellectual excitement of a puzzle. Part 
of solving the puzzle required finding a very special jockey, one whose intelligence allowed him to be flexible. No one 
could have seemed less likely to play the role of top jockey based on his career track record than Red Pollard, who 
became the most effective jockey on Seabiscuit.The triumverate combined to take advantage of Seabiscuit's "blistering 
speed, tactical versatility, and indomitable will." All of that training and work led up to a monumental match race 
against Triple Crown winner War Admiral in 1938. During that year, more inches of newspaper space in the United 
States were devoted to Seabiscuit than to FDR or Hitler.The book has so many dimensions that they cannot all be 
addressed in this brief space. There is a lot of history. The biographies of the three main human characters tell you a 
lot about the development of the automobile, horse training, and the careers of jockeys. The colorful side stories are 
priceless, especially the ones in Tijuana around the old track there (where western racing migrated after betting was 
made illegal in California). The tales about the manure pile there are hilarious.Each of the three main characters could 
have been the subject of his own very interesting biography, and much interesting detail is included here.There is a lot 
of humor. You will especially like the cat-and-mouse games that Tom Smith played with the media so that they could 
not find out how fast Seabiscuit was running in his workouts.The stories also involve a lot of diplomacy. The 
background leading up to the match race with War Admiral will remind you of the peace negotiations to end the 
Vietnam War.Finally, there is much tragedy. Horseracing is dangerous (especially for the jockeys), and many paid the 
price is a variety of ways.I cannot remember a sports book that captures so many dimensions of fine book writing and 
story telling. I was reminded of Death in the Afternoon by Ernest Hemingway as I read this book, but I think that 
Seabiscuit is the better book.After you finish enjoying the book, look around you. Where is there hidden potential 
waiting to be tapped? Do you have a Seabiscuit-like opportunity you can develop? Probably.Be flexible in looking for 
great potential!



KurzbeschreibungLaura Hillenbrand, author of the runaway phenomenonUnbroken, brilliantly re-creates a universal 
underdog story in this #1 New York Times bestseller.BONUS: This edition contains a Seabiscuit discussion guide and 
an excerpt from Unbroken.Seabiscuit was one of the most electrifying and popular attractions in sports history and the 
single biggest newsmaker in the world in 1938, receiving more coverage than FDR, Hitler, or Mussolini. But his 
success was a surprise to the racing establishment, which had written off the crooked-legged racehorse with the sad 
tail. Three men changed Seabiscuits fortunes: Charles Howard was a onetime bicycle repairman who introduced the 
automobile to the western United States and became an overnight millionaire. When he needed a trainer for his new 
racehorses, he hired Tom Smith, a mysterious mustang breaker from the Colorado plains. Smith urged Howard to buy 
Seabiscuit for a bargain-basement price, then hired as his jockey Red Pollard, a failed boxer who was blind in one eye, 
half-crippled, and prone to quoting passages from Ralph Waldo Emerson. Over four years, these unlikely partners 
survived a phenomenal run of bad fortune, conspiracy, and severe injury to transform Seabiscuit from a neurotic, 
pathologically indolent also-ran into an American sports icon..deHe didn't look like much. With his smallish stature, 
knobby knees, and slightly crooked forelegs, he looked more like a cow pony than a thoroughbred. But looks aren't 
everything; his quality, an admirer once wrote, "was mostly in his heart." Laura Hillenbrand tells the story of the horse 
who became a cultural icon in Seabiscuit: An American Legend. Seabiscuit rose to prominence with the help of an 
unlikely triumvirate: owner Charles Howard, an automobile baron who once declared that "the day of the horse is 
past"; trainer Tom Smith, a man who "had cultivated an almost mystical communication with horses"; and jockey Red 
Pollard, who was down on his luck when he charmed a then-surly horse with his calm demeanor and a sugar cube. 
Hillenbrand details the ups and downs of "team Seabiscuit," from early training sessions to record-breaking victories, 
and from serious injury to "Horse of the Year"--as well as the Biscuit's fabled rivalry with War Admiral. She also 
describes the world of horseracing in the 1930s, from the snobbery of Eastern journalists regarding Western horses and 
public fascination with the great thoroughbreds to the jockeys' torturous weight-loss regimens, including saunas in 
rubber suits, strong purgatives, even tapeworms. Along the way, Hillenbrand paints wonderful images: tears in Tom 
Smith's eyes as his hero, legendary trainer James Fitzsimmons, asked to hold Seabiscuit's bridle while the horse was 
saddled; critically injured Red Pollard, whose chest was crushed in a racing accident a few weeks before, listening to 
the San Antonio Handicap from his hospital bed, cheering "Get going, Biscuit! Get 'em, you old devil!"; Seabiscuit 
happily posing for photographers for several minutes on end; other horses refusing to work out with Seabiscuit 
because he teased and taunted them with his blistering speed. Though sometimes her prose takes on a distinctly purple 
hue ("His history had the ethereal quality of hoofprints in windblown snow"; "The California sunlight had the pewter 
cast of a declining season"), Hillenbrand has crafted a delightful book. Wire to wire, Seabiscuit is a winner. Highly 
recommended. --Sunny Delaney.com's Best of 2001He didn't look like much. With his smallish stature, knobby knees, 
and slightly crooked forelegs, he looked more like a cow pony than a thoroughbred. But looks aren't everything; his 
quality, an admirer once wrote, "was mostly in his heart." Laura Hillenbrand tells the story of the horse who became a 
cultural icon in Seabiscuit: An American Legend. Seabiscuit rose to prominence with the help of an unlikely 
triumvirate: owner Charles Howard, an automobile baron who once declared that "the day of the horse is past"; trainer 
Tom Smith, a man who "had cultivated an almost mystical communication with horses"; and jockey Red Pollard, who 
was down on his luck when he charmed a then-surly horse with his calm demeanor and a sugar cube. Hillenbrand 
details the ups and downs of "team Seabiscuit," from early training sessions to record-breaking victories, and from 
serious injury to "Horse of the Year"--as well as the Biscuit's fabled rivalry with War Admiral. She also describes the 
world of horseracing in the 1930s, from the snobbery of Eastern journalists regarding Western horses and public 
fascination with the great thoroughbreds to the jockeys' torturous weight-loss regimens, including saunas in rubber 
suits, strong purgatives, even tapeworms. Along the way, Hillenbrand paints wonderful images: tears in Tom Smith's 
eyes as his hero, legendary trainer James Fitzsimmons, asked to hold Seabiscuit's bridle while the horse was saddled; 
critically injured Red Pollard, whose chest was crushed in a racing accident a few weeks before, listening to the San 
Antonio Handicap from his hospital bed, cheering "Get going, Biscuit! Get 'em, you old devil!"; Seabiscuit happily 
posing for photographers for several minutes on end; other horses refusing to work out with Seabiscuit because he 
teased and taunted them with his blistering speed. Though sometimes her prose takes on a distinctly purple hue ("His 
history had the ethereal quality of hoofprints in windblown snow"; "The California sunlight had the pewter cast of a 
declining season"), Hillenbrand has crafted a delightful book. Wire to wire, Seabiscuit is a winner. Highly 
recommended. --Sunny Delaney 


