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be worth my time, and all praised Joan of Arc: A Military Leader: 

KurzbeschreibungIn 1428 a young girl from a small French village approached the royal castle of Vaucouleurs with a 
now famous tales. Heavenly voices, she said, had told her to seek out the Dauphin, Charles, so that he might give her 
an army with which to deliver France from its English occupiers. The ensuing tale of Joan's military success is told 
here in a gripping and authoritative narrative. Previous works have concentrated on the religious and feminist aspects 
of Joan's career; this is the first to address the vital issue of what it was that made her the heroine she became. Why did 
the soldiers of France follow a woman into battle when no trooper of the Hundred Years War had done so before, and 
how was she able to win? This book is essential reading for anyone interested in the Middle Ages and teh phenomenon 
of the girl warrior.From Library JournalThe publication of this immensely readable book on the heels of Columbia 
Pictures' release of a major motion picture on Joan reflects our seemingly endless fascination with the Maid of 
Orleans. What distinguishes this text from others is its pointed depiction of Joan as a military leader rather than a proto-
feminist or saint. A well-known medieval and military historian, DeVries (history, Loyola) argues how curious it is 
that Joan's career as warrior, soldier, and general has been overlooked. He painstakingly analyzes her impact during 
the Hundred Years War: her combat strategies and how she overcame the psychology of defeat in the French armies, 
the influence of her victories in the peace process, and how she destabilized the English military and political 
leadership. This book should be welcomed by general and academic readers alike. Recommended for public and 
academic library.-Marie Marmo Mullaney, Caldwell Coll., NJ Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.Pressestimmen""Immensely readable . . . should be welcomed by general and academic readers alike." "Library 
Journal" 


