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(Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen5 von 5 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Essential 
reading on pre-Pacific War Japan.Von Ein KundeThis book is essential reading for any serious student of the Japanese 
Empire, as well as anyone interested in the history of colonialism or Chinese-Japanese relations. Young shows that 
Japan's occupation of Manchuria and the subsequent transformation into Manchukuo may have been initially driven by 
the Imperial Army, but became an effort supported by various other political and economic agencies. She also 
describes how a perceived Japanese mission of improving fellow Asian nations may have been sincere, but was 
ultimately destructive. TOTAL EMPIRE is best read in conjunction with THE ABACUS AND THE SWORD, about 
Japan's colonial relationship with Korea. Military historians will find Young's book weak on details of the military 
administration, but that doesn't seriously detract from the social and cultural historical value of the work.

KurzbeschreibungIn this first social and cultural history of Japan's construction of Manchuria, Louise Young offers an 
incisive examination of the nature of Japanese imperialism. Focusing on the domestic impact of Japan's activities in 
Northeast China between 1931 and 1945, Young considers "metropolitan effects" of empire building: how people at 
home imagined and experienced the empire they called Manchukuo.Contrary to the conventional assumption that a 
few army officers and bureaucrats were responsible for Japan's overseas expansion, Young finds that a variety of 
organizations helped to mobilize popular support for Manchukuothe mass media, the academy, chambers of 
commerce, women's organizations, youth groups, and agricultural cooperativesleading to broad-based support among 
diverse groups of Japanese. As the empire was being built in China, Young shows, an imagined Manchukuo was 
emerging at home, constructed of visions of a defensive lifeline, a developing economy, and a settler's 
paradise.Pressestimmen"Young's extraordinary book will force historians of Japan to rethink their treatment of 
Manchukuo. Young's study also joins the new comparative scholarship on imperialism, which analyzes its 
transforming power not only on the colony but also on the metropole. She has thus created an essential work of 
scholarship for students of comparative imperialist history."--Parks M. Coble, "American Historical 
KurzbeschreibungIn this first social and cultural history of Japan's construction of Manchuria, Louise Young offers an 
incisive examination of the nature of Japanese imperialism. Focusing on the domestic impact of Japan's activities in 
Northeast China between 1931 and 1945, Young considers "metropolitan effects" of empire building: how people at 
home imagined and experienced the empire they called Manchukuo.Contrary to the conventional assumption that a 
few army officers and bureaucrats were responsible for Japan's overseas expansion, Young finds that a variety of 
organizations helped to mobilize popular support for Manchukuothe mass media, the academy, chambers of 
commerce, women's organizations, youth groups, and agricultural cooperativesleading to broad-based support among 
diverse groups of Japanese. As the empire was being built in China, Young shows, an imagined Manchukuo was 
emerging at home, constructed of visions of a defensive lifeline, a developing economy, and a settler's paradise. 


