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Von Richard White: It's Your Misfortune and None of My Own: A New History of the American West before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised It's Y our Misfortune and None
of My Own: A New History of the American West:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. It's al
our misfortune ...Von Michael RoseRecently, movements such as the Sagebrush Rebellion in Nevada have sprung up
in the West pitting ranchers, mining companies, and developers against federal government agencies in charge of
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managing the land. It's been along held myth that the government agencies, especialy the Forest Service and BLM,
have enacted rules to hasten the end of these economic interests in the Western US. Thisis one of the first books to
accurately dispel many western myths such as the lone individual expressing alifestyle of freedom, land and neighbors
be damned! Read this book and learn before automatically siding with groups whose sole motivation is greed at any
cost to our precious land, land that will take centuriesto recouperate if left alone. These "interests' hide their motives
behind "noble" state rights issues, insisting that American taxpayers turn over to state politicians (who receive the bulk
of their campaign funds from these special interests) what's |eft of western wilderness so cattle can graze, ranchers can
grow surplus crops such as alfalfa, foreign mining companies can rape the land and pay a pittance to the US Treasury,
and devel opers can hasten the destruction of what's left of our western lands. We need more books like this one to
combat the misinformation these special interests spread. Remember that in the end all american taxpayers pony up the
money for these groups either through ridiculously low grazing and mining fees to subsidized water systems. Thisis
big business, not mom and pop operations nor isit the Marboro man riding into the sunset. And after reading this
book, read Cadillac Desert (Marc Reisner) to better understand how these special interest groups are threatening our
beloved west.

KurzbeschreibungA centerpiece of the New History of the American West, this book embodies the theme that, as
succeeding groups have occupied the American West and shaped the land, they have done so without regard for
present inhabitants. Like the cowboy herding the dogies, they have cared little about the cost their activities imposed
on others; what has mattered is the immediate benefit they have derived from their transformation of the land.Drawing
on arecent flowering of scholarship on the western environment, western gender relations, minority history, and urban
and labor history, as well as on more traditional western sources, I1ts Y our Misfortune and None of My Own is about
the creation of the region rather than the vanishing of the frontier.Richard White tells how the various parts of the
Westits distinct environments, its metropolitan areas and vast hinterlands, the various ethnic and racial groups and
classesare held together by a series of historical relationships that are developed over time. Widespread aridity and a
common geographical location between the Missouri River and the Pacific Ocean would have provided but weak
regional tiesif other stronger relationships had not been created.A common dependence on the deferral government
and common roots in alargely extractive and service-based economy were formative influences on western states and
territories. A dual labor system based on race and the existence of minority groups with distinctive legal status have
helped further define the region. Patterns of political participation and political organization have proved enduring.
Together, these relationships among people, and between people and place, have made the West a historical creation
and adistinctive region.From Europeans contact and subsequent Anglo-American conquest, through the civil-rights
movement, the energy crisis, and the current reconstructing of the national and world economies, the West has
remained a distinctive section in amuch larger nation. In the American imagination the West still embodies
possibilities inherent in the vastness and beauty of the place itself. But, Richard White explains, the possibilities many
imagined for themselves have yielded to the possibilities seized by others. Many who thought themsel ves cowboys
have in the end turned out to be dogies.



