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Von Edward G. Lengel : Inventing George Washington: America's Founder, in Myth and Memory before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Inventing George
Washington: America's Founder, in Myth and Memory:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The
Washington of Myth and LoreV on James GallenOn the Sixth Day, God created man, but who created George
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Washington? As author Edward Lengel tells us, there are as many inventors, not creators, as there are George
Washingtons, and that isalot. The real George Washington who lived in Virginia has been reinvented so many times
as to be undiscoverable George Washington, who served his country as legislator, soldier and president would, in
Myth and Memory, continue to be morph to meet the changing needs of the country he founded." Inventing George
Washington" is less the story of George Washington than the stories of George Washington; the stories told, made up
and invented about him. The focusis not what he did, but what his countrymen did with him. Lengel begins with a
brief synopsis of the facts of George Washington'slife. After his death Washington became the stuff of legend and
lore. Arranged by topic, this book introduces usfirst to the biographers, charlatans and outright frauds who turned a
profit on Washington. We then move on to hisloves, his appearances in sances and the places he "dlept”.There are two
partsthat | enjoyed the most. One is the portion that investigates the spins put on Washington's religious beliefs by
followers who strove to justify their own Christianity or skepticism by identifying it with the Father of Our Country.
The other is the study of successive writers who have treated their subject in various ways as the impression of him
has modified over time. Washington has been depicted as the unerring hero, the bungling soldier and president, the
marble statue, the indispensable man and, in more recent books and films, a human being, less of stone and virtue and
more of flesh and blood, thoughts and emotions, loves and hates.Although this book is short, it does make the reader
think about who George Washington was and how and why he has been presented to us in the ways that he has. For
anyone who likes to think out our history, it isarewarding read.

KurzbeschreibungL engels Washington is the archetypal American soldieran amateur citizen in arms who strugglesto
learn an unfamiliar and demanding craft on the job....Outstanding. Publishers Weekly (starred review) on The Glorious
StruggleEditor-in-Chief of the Washington Papers Project Edward G. Lengel delivers an entertaining and erudite
history of America's Founding Father. In Inventing George Washington, a captivating counterpart to Lengels General
George Washington: A Military Life, the historian looks at Washingtons life and writings, at the creation of his
mythos, and at what his legacy means for our nation and ourselves. KurzbeschreibungL engels Washington is the
archetypal American soldieran amateur citizen in arms who struggles to learn an unfamiliar and demanding craft on
the job....Outstanding. Publishers Weekly (starred review) on The Glorious StruggleEditor-in-Chief of the Washington
Papers Project Edward G. Lengel delivers an entertaining and erudite history of America's Founding Father. In
Inventing George Washington, a captivating counterpart to Lengels General George Washington: A Military Life, the
historian looks at Washingtons life and writings, at the creation of his mythos, and at what his legacy means for our
nation and ourselves. BuchrckseiteAn entertaining and erudite history that offers afresh look at America's first
founding father, the creation of hislegend, and what it means for our nation and ourselvesGeorge Washington's death
on December 14, 1799, dealt a dreadful blow to public morale. For three decades, Americans had depended on his
leadership to guide them through every trial. At the cusp of anew century, the fledgling nation, caught in another war
(thistime with its former ally France), desperately needed to believe that Washington wasand would continue to
bethere for them.Thus began the extraordinary immortalization of thistowering historical figure. In Inventing George
Washington, historian Edward G. Lengel shows how the late president and war hero continued to serve his nation on
two distinct levels. The public Washington evolved into an eternal symbol as Father of His Country, while the private
man remained at the periphery of the national visionalways just out of reachfor successive generations yearning to
know him as never before.Both images, public and private, were vital to perceptions Americans had of their nation and
themselves. Y et over time, as Lengel shows, the contrasting and simultaneous urges to deify Washington and to
understand him as a man have produced tensions that have played out in every generation. As some exalted him,
others sought to bring him down to earth, creating a series of competing mythologies that depicted Washington as
every sort of human being imaginable. |nventing George Washington explores these representations, shedding new
light on this national emblem, our nation itself, and who we are.



