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Von Tim Dunne, Milja Kurki, Steve Smith : International Relations Theories  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised International Relations Theories: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Sehr 
konzentriertes LehrbuchVon Serenus ZeitblomVorgestellt wird die Debatte in den "Internationalen Beziehungen", also 
der akademischen Disziplin. Und es toben gleich mehrere Gefechte. Gibt es eine feste Realitt? Was kann ich wissen, 
was untersuche ich? Gibt es Wertfreiheit? Geht es um Staaten oder um mehr? Muss Theorie selbst kritisch sein? 
Welche Rolle soll Moral spielen? ... Nach fast hundert Jahren als halbwegs eigenstndige Disziplin ist der Kampf der 
Theorien im vollen Gange - von wenigen Inseln eines unreflektierten "Realismus" abgesehen. Entsprechend leicht 
parteiisch mit Ansage sind die einzelnen Artikel. Aus klassisch-realistischer Sicht wird etwa als Erstes Kenneth Waltz' 
Neorealismus zerfleischt.Dieses Sammelbuch ist offensichtlich als Lehrbuch fr einen umfnglichen Kurs zur Theorie 
der Internationalen Beziehungen konzipiert. Es gibt Fragen zur Eigenberprfung und gbe sogar eine Ressourcenseite im 
Netz dazu. Um da wirklich alle Ressourcen wahrnehmen zu knnen, muss man sich erst sehr aufwndig 
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(Kundenreprsentantin kontaktieren, lange Formulare, Nachfragen la "wie viele genau werden dieses Buch kaufen" 
etc.) als Hochschul-Lehrkraft ausweisen, und die Powerpoints setzt man dann besser so nicht ein. Da ist eine 
grundstzlich progressive Idee nicht durchdacht worden. Wie in S. Schieders berblicks-IR-Sammelband ist gerade der 
eigene Artikel des Herausgebers nicht immer vernnftig durchlektoriert. Die angelschsische Zitier-Sitte la "Smith 2002" 
bedingt ferner, die Erstverffentlichung (mit) ins Verzeichnis zu nehmen, damit die Geistesgeschichte im Datum auch 
abgebildet wird. Das ist zumeist nicht der Fall. An den Rndern des Buchs ist etwas Platz fr Notizen, doch ist es 
angenehm dicht (und in britischer Schreibweise) gesetzt.Nach einer Einfhrung drfen verschiedene Vertreter "ihre" 
Theorievariante kurz vorstellen und bewerben. Und auch wenn das Buch einen gewissen Umfang hat: Dadurch, dass 
sehr viele Richtungen auftreten drfen, wird es schon sehr gedrngt. Es wird schon hufig auf Aufstze etc. 
weiterverwiesen. Doch "mal eben lesen" ist wohl nicht, selbst fr jemanden, der sich mit dem Thema schon einmal 
beschftigt hat. Feminismus, kologie und Globalisierung htten bei aller Sympathie als Querschnittsthemen fortgelassen 
bzw. auf die anderen Artikel verteilt werden knnen. - Vier bis viereinhalb Sterne.- Dense book, written rather from a 
non-US perspective, teaching theori_es of IR in an informative, sometimes overinformative way. Four stars plus. -1 
von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An excellent book on I.R. theories !Von Dr. MetalI bought this 
book via last year and I never regreted it. This is an excellent book for both the student and professor of I.R. theory. I 
am a professor of I.R. at a university and I've been using this book whenever possible because it is simply the best one 
that I've ever come accross. The authors are all very competent in their respective areas of I.R. theory, and the book is 
easy to read, perhaps even so for the layman, which says a lot for any book on theory in I.R.The chapters are well 
structured and there are ample examples whenever necessary. Whenever I've a question in my mind about theory I 
usually refer to this fabulous book.If you need a theory book on I.R I strongly urge you to check this one out, and 
needless to say this one is thoroughly updated being a 2007 edition.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. Perfect for getting an insight of IR theories and contemporary debatesVon DandrusianusAn instructive guide 
for anyone trying to get acquainted with the latest theories of (international relations) IR and with the latest debates 
within the field. The authors make the ever growing body of IR knowledge understandable for the bewildered students 
without oversimplifying the theories and the academic debates around them, as many other introductory texts do. The 
authors help the reader not only to get familiarised with the body of IR knowledge, but to get an insightful overview of 
them, whereby independent individual reasoning is stimulated.The first 3 chapters (i.e. Introduction, Chapter 1 and 2) 
are most welcome since they deal in a clear language with often disreguarded but essemtial matters of serious analysis, 
like: practical use of IR theories, ontology, epistemology, and normative roles. I met many master students colleagues 
studying political science and international relations having no clue of what "epistemology" or "ontology" are and why 
what hides behind these unusual words is of crucial importance for any type of political scientist. One may not agree 
with some assertions made in the book, like those regarding the possibility of a unified theory in IR in my case, but the 
arguments are logical and sturdy, thus obliging the reader to great intellectual labour to refute them in a similar 
grounded manner.I did not read the whole book yet, just the first five chapters, but as soon as I will finish to study it, I 
would add impressions in this description.For the advanced international relations readers I would recommend the 
Sage "Handbook of International Relations", 2d. edition, edited by Walter Carlsnaes, Thomas Risse and Beth A. 
Simmons.

KurzbeschreibungWritten by leading figures in the field, the third edition of this successful text provides an up-to-date 
and comprehensive account of all the major theories of international relations, supporting them with case study 
examples. While some of the theories discussed are complex, the authors convey them in a clear and accessible 
manner, with the use of engaging pedagogical features, making this an ideal introduction to international relations 
theories. A new chapter on Critical Theory has been added to allow more coverage for this approach and alternative 
understandings, such as post-colonialism and environmentalism, have chapters devoted to them, unlike other 
textbooks. Chapters have also been updated to reflectrecently published work and the case studies have been revisited 
to include considerations of new developments in world politics.Online Resource CentreThe text is accompanied by an 
Online Resource Centre providing additional resources for lecturers and students.Lecturer resources:PowerPoint 
slidesFigures and tables from the textbookStudent resources:Web linksFlashcard glossaryRevision 
guideKurzbeschreibungWritten by leading figures in the field, the third edition of this successful text provides an up-
to-date and comprehensive account of all the major theories of international relations, supporting them with case study 
examples. While some of the theories discussed are complex, the authors convey them in a clear and accessible 
manner, with the use of engaging pedagogical features, making this an ideal introduction to international relations 
theories. A new chapter on Critical Theory has been added to allow more coverage for this approach and alternative 
understandings, such as post-colonialism and environmentalism, have chapters devoted to them, unlike other 
textbooks. Chapters have also been updated to reflectrecently published work and the case studies have been revisited 
to include considerations of new developments in world politics.Online Resource CentreThe text is accompanied by an 



Online Resource Centre providing additional resources for lecturers and students.Lecturer resources:PowerPoint 
slidesFigures and tables from the textbookStudent resources:Web linksFlashcard glossaryRevision guideber den Autor 
und weitere MitwirkendeTim Dunne is Professor of International Relations and Director of Research, Asia-Pacific 
Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, University of Queensland. Milja Kurki is Lecturer in International Relations 
Theory at Aberystwyth University. Sir Steve Smith is Vice-Chancellor and Professor of International Studies, 
University of Exeter. 


