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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. History 
at a glanceVon VoltigeurThis book offers on one hand an overview of 'Victoria's Little Wars' - in most cases rather 
armed hostilities in connection with political or commercial interests. The chapters are ordered by spheres of influence 
(Far East, Africa and so on) and a summary of the events is enhanced by some historical excerpts. Easy both to read 
and to gain general information about this subject.On the other hand Giddings' intention appears to be scetchy. The 
selection of the eye-witness accounts seems to be arbitrarily, it would have been far more interesting to compare 
different resources. Several plates show paintings or drawings, but, alas, there aren't any maps to illustrate the course 
of battles or events.

KurzbeschreibungThe years between the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 and the outbreak of the First World War in 1914 
are sometimes described as 'The Long Peace', the there were in fact British Soldiers fighting somewhere in the world 
throughout the whole of that period, usually in an effort to restore order in some far-flung parts of the Empire 'upon 
which the sun never set.' Although these campaigns have been well documented by numerous historians, Robbert 
Giddings, well known as author, journalist and writer for radio and television, here adopts an entirely new approach 
and relies largely on first-hand accounts to show not mealy what happened but what it was actually like to be there. 
His sources are many and varied and not confined the the soldier's own records. Nothing, for instance, could surpass in 
vividness Florentia Sale's brilliant account of the terrible retreat from Kabulin 1842. Due respect is also paid to the 
courage of the opposition. As Lieutenant Charles Townshend wrote after Omdurman in 1898, 'The Valour of these 
poor half-starved Dervishes...would be graced by Thermopylae.' The book continues eye-witness accounts from the 
following campaigns and minor wars: Maratha, Gurkha, Burmese, Ashanti, opium, Afghan, Maori, Sikh, Kaffir, 
Persian, Abyssinian, Zulu, Boer, Egyptian, Sudanese and Matabele. The list alone shows how busy the British Soldier 
was throughout the nineteenth century. The text itself brilliantly recapture the nature of soldiering in that era. 
KurzbeschreibungThe years between the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 and the outbreak of the First World War in 1914 
are sometimes described as 'The Long Peace', the there were in fact British Soldiers fighting somewhere in the world 
throughout the whole of that period, usually in an effort to restore order in some far-flung parts of the Empire 'upon 
which the sun never set.' Although these campaigns have been well documented by numerous historians, Robbert 
Giddings, well known as author, journalist and writer for radio and television, here adopts an entirely new approach 
and relies largely on first-hand accounts to show not mealy what happened but what it was actually like to be there. 
His sources are many and varied and not confined the the soldier's own records. Nothing, for instance, could surpass in 
vividness Florentia Sale's brilliant account of the terrible retreat from Kabulin 1842. Due respect is also paid to the 
courage of the opposition. As Lieutenant Charles Townshend wrote after Omdurman in 1898, 'The Valour of these 
poor half-starved Dervishes...would be graced by Thermopylae.' The book continues eye-witness accounts from the 
following campaigns and minor wars: Maratha, Gurkha, Burmese, Ashanti, opium, Afghan, Maori, Sikh, Kaffir, 
Persian, Abyssinian, Zulu, Boer, Egyptian, Sudanese and Matabele. The list alone shows how busy the British Soldier 
was throughout the nineteenth century. The text itself brilliantly recapture the nature of soldiering in that era. Synopsis 
The British Empire, and its army, was waging war somewhere in the world throughout the 19th century. Thi s is a 
collection of eye-witness accounts of these engagemen ts and campaigns, from the Maratha and Boer wars to skirmish 
es in Burma and Egypt. ' 


