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Von Alistair Horne: How Far From Austerlitz?: Napoleon 1805 - 1815 (English Edition) before purchasingitin

order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised How Far From Austerlitz?: Napoleon 1805 -
1815 (English Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von O Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Alistair
Horne's How far from Austerlitz is an awful bookVon Ein KundeAlistair Horne's How far From Austerlitz is a sterling
example of what happens when a historian doesn't bother to consult original documents.Repeating the recieved
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wisdom of noted Napoleonic scholar David Chandler, (who originated the mistake) Horne states on page 239 that
General Junat arrived in Lisbon with only 2,000 of his original 25,000 men left alive. Thisis not true. Sir Charles
Oman, in his seven volume history of The Peninsular War makesit very clear viaoriginal documents that Junot's men
straggled into Lisbon over aperiod of afew weeks, and while he did arrive, at first, with only 2,500, Junot was up to
25,000 men, fully armed and ready 15 days later. Another mistake made by Horne, and one again originaly made by
David Chandler, isin the chapter Taleyrand Defects. Horne states that Talleyrand resinged as Foreign Minister
because he could see Napoleon becoming insane. Horne's source? Duff Cooper, whose 1932 biography of Talleyrand
has an even more dubious source; Talleyrand's memoirs! In other words, Cooper, having asked the fox for his opinion
on the security at the hen house, is qouted by Horne, whose satisfied to use second hand gossip, first repeated by
Chandler! Whatever merrits may be contained in Horne's book, they are undone by shoddy reasecrh that does nothing
more than perpetrate falacies by heaping lies on top of guess-work. For anyone truly intrested in sound Napoleonic
Scholarship Horne's book is awaste of time.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An excellent
summarization of Napoleon's career.Von Ein KundeHaving read many books on Napoleon | felt that this book was a
good introductory look at the man. Certainly other books go into greater detail, but for a student just becoming
familiar with Napoleon thisis a great start. It coversalittle of everything in Napoleon'slife; social, personal, and
militarily. Alistair Horne is also an entertaining writer who finds the high points and clearly illustrates them in plain
terms. He makes valid comparisons of battle with pre-Napoleonic wars to post-Napoleonic ones. Overall, he sets the
table and further study is required to learn more about Napoleon's career. For example, very little is mentioned about
his days as First Consul and the reforms he made. Thisis simply because the book started in 1805. Another exampleis
the deep anxiety and yearning for legitimacy Napoleon had over being accepted by other European sovreigns. Horne
mentions this but no in depth study is attempted. Finally,as stated before, thisis not an advanced book on Napoleon
but an excellent start to the newcomer and the old-hack will enjoy Horne's witty style and maybe a new twist or two
concerning major events.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. How far from Austerlitz: avictory
in proseVon Ein Kundelf you want an entertaining experience of Napoleon, then read Alastair Horne's book.
Informative and intruiging, it covers military, psychological, and personal matters of Napoleon and France smoothly,
and normally in just the right amount of detail. Specia attention is paid to the battle of Austerlitz itself. This, it must
be said, is odd, considering that the issue the book pursuesis essentially the corrupting influence of power, not a
comparison of troop deployment between Austerlitz and, say, Borodino. The book has a momentum, a force of its own
inwhich | was carried along, arresting only at Napoleon's second journey into exile. Thus the book was certainly never
tedious, and was indeed exciting. Thus| believe the slight loosening of Horne's hold on the matter of inter-state and
internal power relationshipsis made up for by hisliterary skill.

KurzbeschreibungAusterlitz was Napoleon's greatest victory, but it was also the beginning of the end. The success
blurred histactical vision and although there were victories after it, the apogee had been reached and the process has
begun which resulted in the 1812 Russian campaign and Waterloo, his last battle..deln How Far from Austerlitz?
accomplished military historian Alistair Horne covers the pivotal decade of Napoleon's career. Starting with the
victories at Ulm and Austerlitz and concluding with the defeat at Waterloo, Horne treats his subject like the hero of a
Greek tragedy, full of the hubris that ultimately will cause his downfall. He shows, for instance, that once the
conquering begins, it can rarely stop. One victory demands a second to protect the gains of the first, and so on. Before
long, resources are spread thin and the empire topples. That's essentially what happened to Napoleon, and Horne tells
the tale well. In addition, he draws interesting parallels between the French emperor and Hitler: both were more or less
confined to the European continent by British naval power, both launched a doomed invasion of Russia, and both had
an fatal thirst for conquest.Pressestimmen”The new volume shows Mr. Horne doing what he does best: writing lively,
interesting, anecdote-enriched, and scholarly popular history. How Far from Austerlitz? is what popular history should
be, fascinating and edifying, arattling yet also sobering good story."--The New Y ork Times'An engrossing work by a
master historian."--William F. Buckley, Jr., The National "Concise and vivid...Mr. Horne's skill as awriter keeps the
story fresh and intriguing.”--The Washington Times'A delight."--The Los Angeles Times'Few military historians
have given me more enjoyment than Alistair Horne; his newest book does not disappoint."--The Military History
Quarterly (Editor's Choice)



